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JP'e beg to lay this most important and an official 
unique reference book before the public in general and 
Stale people in particular at the time while Political 
Destiny of whole tf India ts getting its skafe 
acciiidmg to the neeessi^ 

The rapid Political and economic motements of the 
world hate awakened Indian Public and tiery 
moment brings new expectations for the benefit of 
the country The Princes also are well aware oj 
their future and they are ivorktng in that direction 
for the good of all concerned We think that this 
ij the most proper tune for the publication of books 
like this and hope that this effort will he praised 
by rll 

The arrangement of the hook ts tn alpkahelteal 
order which will be convenient to the readers The 
Gujarat and Kathiawar States including some of 
Rajputana are included in this book 

IVe heartily thank all onr well iviskerSf suppor 
ters^ ^mpatkizerSj odiertisers and friends for thetr 
co-operalton towards this publication and koje they 
wtU be kind enough to continue it m future 
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Most Humbly and Very Respectfully 
Dedicated to 



HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA 
SAHEB BAHADUR OF IDAR 
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BARODA- 



H H THE MAHARAJA SAHEB OF BARODA 

T he Baroda State consists of 5 territorial blocLs 
ufucfi Tie scattered alf over Gujarat, one of India's 
histone tracts, niuch has an area of about 63,000 sq 
iniles Thus this State forms only a little more than an 
eighth of this area, but its different districts are so spread 




over all parts of Gujarat, that they represent completely 
the difiereni aspects ot its composite life, its physio- 
graphy, its linguistic and ethnical variations. Baroda 
State is one of the most dispersed of territories, and its 
interlacing particularly 
with British India and 
other Indian States in 
Kathiawad has contri- 
buted to the compUca- 
tions of its administra- 
tion, This dispersal, 
though not so c\'ident 
in the mainland of Gu- 
jarat ^vherc the three 
main districts lie, be- 
comes acute in Kathia- 
wad, where the territo- 
ries of the Gack\>ad arc 
described as a ‘’veritable 
archipelago.’* In a sense 
demographically, how- 
CNCT, this dispersal has 
THE DEVMN s^vHES OF BA1VOO*. for richness in its 

human material and the wide range of interest tliat their 
study re\eals. Part of Gujarat, all the different sections 
of the State share its ^a^iegatcdIife and the consciousness 
of its comprehcnsi\ c unity. For inspitc of the differences 
in its phj'siography, agricultural conditions, and the 
contrasts of culture and social det’clopmcni, Gujarat 
may be said to have “an ecological unity/* It has well 
defined frontiers, and although the contoors of its land 
widely differ, providing in thb State/ even within its 
Umittd c.\teni, all the dhersity of sea and plain and 
upland, and the soil and climatic variations are equally 
sharply div'ided, — the combination of natural influences 
7A v.ell vhe. oC ws hast. htVptd to 

produce something like a discernible and distinctive 
mental make — up for the Gujarati people. Their lan- 
8 



guage has freely received influences from all sides and 
shows now the least dialectical differences as compared 
to the other great regional languages — most remark- 
able phenomenon Their art and architecture similarly, 
shows a like receptivity to outside influences In respect 
of their social composition, the multitude of castes and 
sub castes, the most diversified in India, has been pre- 
served intact without making for any positive disunity 
Its extensive sea coast line has helped to produce m 
Gujarat a race ‘ ‘bristling with enterprise and initiative ’ ’ 

The southern district of the State, Navsan, lies on 
either side of the Tapti, forming a mosaic with the 
-villages of the Surat collectorate, and separated from 
Baroda district by the territories ofRewa Kantha and 
the Broach district The Western talukas of the district 
the RasU— are flourishing and prosperous Its rich soil 
grows the best varieties of cotton, fruit and sugar cane 
'The rivers Tapti, Ambika and Puma dram it from east 
to west The eastern parts of the district foiming the 
talukas of Songadh and Vyara are called the Rani and 
'Comprise areas of forests and backward people — the 
raniparaj 

The river Narmada with its picturesque banks forms 
the southern boundary of the Baroda district Almost 
m the centre lies the capital of the State, Baroda, a city 
of palaces and stately public buildings, of parks and re- 
creation grounds, of broad well laid roads and beautiful 
avenues, of colleges, schools and hospitals 

Further to the north, beyond Ahmedabad lies the 
Alehsana district with its histone towns of Patan and 
Sidhpur, and its numerous archseological ruins and 
monuments of historical interest, and Mehsana, the 
district headquarters, is an important junction on the 
B B &. C I Rly line to Malva and Rajputana and has a 
considerable future before it 

In Kathiawad, far to theWest, isolated and dispersed 
terntoncs form the districts of Amreh and Okhamandal 
The central block of Amreh district is fertile and well 
'Cultivated except m the south where it touches the Gir 
9 



Okhamandal has its headquarter^ at Duarka, an 
ancient place of pilgrimage sacred to the Hindus The 
country is bleak and barren “where e\en stunted trees 
arc bowed low by the subserMent wands in obeisance to 
Dwarka’s lord ” In recent years howe\er unsuspected 
sources of wealth ha\e been d!SCo\cred The port oP 
Okha, wnth its excellent harbour, has become one of the 
principal ports of Kathiawar and west India , and great 
industrial concerns like the Associated Cement Company 
and the Tata Chemicals have been established here 
These developments promise to turn one of the most 
bleak and barren areas of the State into one of the 
richest 

Population — 

The State of Baroda has a total area of S,I7C 12 sq 
miles with a populaoon of 28,53,010 of whom 14,72,90^ 
are males and 18,82,101 females The average density 
per mile comes to 349 

This population is distnbuted among 2,890 v^Ilages 
and 04 towns The general distnbutjon of population 
b> communities shows that of the total population 
25,65,050 are Hindus, 2,23,610 Muslims, 9,182 Christ- 
ians, 40,806 Jains, 6,930 Parsis and ihe rest are miscel- 
laneous commuruiies mcluding tribes v\ho have been 
showing a marked lendencv to return themselves as 
Hindus Thus almost all (he religious denominations oP 
India are found m the Slate Spread of modern edu- 
cation, and ofhberal ideas is steadily softening the edges 
and angularities of different faiths and the resulting 
broad sense of tolerance reduces the chances of religious 
tension vvhich was never acute in the State 

History — 

The extraordinary conbguration of the Baroda tem- 
ton. Its diversnv and fragmentation, is the legacy of two 
centuries of militan exploits, internecine wars and 
financial and administrative complications "When 
Pibjirao, the founder of the fortunes of the Gaekwad 

10 



family captured Songadh, the hiH fortress whicli com- 
mands the southern approaches to Gujarat, he laid the 
foundation of a new power, on the rums of the Mughal 
Empire The establishment of a principality at Son- 
gadh, Its extension to include the territory which now 
forms the Baroda district, and the defeat of the other 
Maratha chieftains who disputed the supremacy of the 
Gaekwad s power, was the work of Pilajirao during lus 
brief career of eleven years between 1721 and 1732 
The achievements of lus successor, the able and energetic 
Damajirao (1732-6S) were equally brilliant He com- 
pleted the conquest of Gujarat, extended theMaratha 
power into Kathiawar, and so strengthened his position, 
that he was able to offer resistance to the Peshwas who 
were governing the Maratha Empire m the name of the 
Satara kings, descendants of the great Shnaji, and ivith 
whom Damajirao had his differences Damajirao 
ceded to the Peshwas half of Gujarat and of all future 
■conquests In the course of the next half of the century 
the ceded territory passed into British hands, and now 
form the districts of British Gujarat This fact ex- 
plains the dispersed situation of the State territories 

The 50 years, 1768-1818, following the death of 
Damajirao, was a period of wars and quarrels of succes- 
sion which followed the death of almost every Gaekwad 
and gave occasions to the rising power of the East India 
Company to establish political relations with Baroda 

Important names of rulers such as those of Sayajirao 11, 
Ganpatrao, and Khanderao may be mentioned in the 
line of Gaekwad rulers In 1802, 1805 and 1817 
Baroda entered into an offensive and defensive alliance 
with the British Government, and it continues even 
to day 

During thirty years of his rule Sayajirao II was much 
respected by his people for his courtly and considerate 
behaviour, his tenacity of purpose, his vigour and self 
assertion 

In Ganpatrao’s reign, 18-47-50, infanticide and the 
sale of children was prohibited, and the land for the 
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B B S, C I Railway was ceded to the British Govern- 
ment Klnndcrao’s reign ri85«-70) is memorable for 
the ser\icc lie rendered to the British at the time of the 
Mutiny, for a number of fine public buildings, for the 
construction of the first railway line in the State between 
Mi>agam and Dabhoi and for reforms which brought 
regularity in the administration ofjustice and of land 
revenue But rapid detcnoration set in during the 
short period of five years of Malharrao’s rule from 1870 
to 75 

Owing to misgovernment of the State Malharrao 
had to be deposed in 1875 and Jamnabai, the widow' 
of Khanderao, was invited to adopt a son who might 
ascend the Gadi, and Sir T Madhavrao one of the 
ablest administrators of those times was entrusted with 
the administration Jamnabat adopted Gopalrao, a 
descendant of a brother ofDamajirao, who, os Sayaji' 
rao n, ascended the gadi on 27th May 1876 

Sq}ajirao Gaeknad — 

The SL\t> four years that this remarkable ruler was 
on the throne is the Golden Period in the ^story of 
Baroda State His achievements were numerous a 
scientific system of land revenue survey and settlement 
was introduced , great departments of State formed , 
socnl laws framed and enacted, compulsory education 
enforced , important programmes of rural reconstruc- 
tion and industrial development carried out the social 
services of the Sttte extended , a net work of railways 
laid , the port of Okha developed, and above all a 
tradition of just and good government firmly establish- 
ed In these numerous and great achievements, His 
Highness w as assisted by a succession of able ministers 
but the inspiration was always his Modern Baroda is 
the great and fitting memorial to Sayajirao H H 
Sayajirao died m 1039 The people who were so well 
served ’oy ’iiim deeply raoumcdhis death The present 
ruler H H Maharaja Pratapsinh who ascended the 
Baroda Gadi on February 7, 1*)39, is a grandson and 
12 



a \\orth> successor to H H Sir Sa>ajirao of revered 
memor) , and a >oung ruler of man) attainments 

The Present Ruler — 

His Highness completed his primary education m the 
Princes School, Baroda Thereafter he spent some 
time m tlie Rajkumar College at Rajkot and a public 
school at Eastbourne m England He passed his 
matriculation examination from the Baroda High 
School and read for the Intermediate Arts evammation 
in the Deccan College, Poona 

His administrative training began m 1929 in the 
Revenue department which, after all, is the centre of 
the whole administration in a predominently agricul- 
tural State like Baroda and which offers man) opportu- 
nities of coming into the closest contact with the people 
Starting from the lowest rung of the departmental ladder 
he filled appiointments of increasing rcsponsibilit) and 
thus came in direct touch with the people over whom 
he was to rule In addition to this intensive adminis- 
trative training, he received instruction m History 
Economics and other allied subjects, the knowledge 
of which IS so essential to a prospective ruler In course 
of time he became Karma Sacluv and a member of the 
State Executive Council and also worked as Secretary 
to his grand father, His late Highness Maharaja Saya- 
jirao His Highness held this post for about eight years 
with great distinction Here he mastered the details 
of the working and policy of all the departments in the 
State and enforced strict discipline m the administration 
He had also occasions to deputize for his grand father 
on important ceremonial occasions, and thus became 
faTiuhar vv ith their routine 

The general education which His Highness thus 
received and the high traditions of the great Royal 
House m ivluch he has been brought up, have indeed 
made him a very worth) recipient of a noble heritage 
Keen, on village uplift and extremely ‘■ympathetic to 
the needs of the agricultural population he immediately 
13 



on iccc«ion i« il c g-’di rrducrtl perm incntlj ilie hnd 
rc\ciuir i \ 1 j > Ils HMn nint doiutcd i crorc of 
rupt« lo pcfpctii tc lilt memory of Jiis (]i$tinc,iii$hc(l 
prtdccowr Ij\ crntii i» i irm! to be utilised Tor Mnoiis 
purjxiscs tomicctcd Avilh the bettcrmcnl of the people 

H< IS -i ^rent ^pori‘finu and i piirori oricammt: ind 
ins I he foimtlition of i Ch nr m the Ucinrcs Hindu 
LnntrsitN for the sUiditsof liidnn culture is one of the 
rmn> itcrm dm show lus ibidmi; interest m cultural 
ictiMtics He is icr> simple, ilmrst spirtiii m Ins 
lu’bKs and h s betn issociitintj himself with the id 
mtmstrauoii cxen uhilt ht wis the \ii\nij The cUs 
ttURUishtti indttions of Birodi svill not onls be miin 
tamed but will be ciilnnccd a great deal under lus 
wntchful iiul benign regime 

The s\sttm of (to ernment — 

The Ruler IS (he 'ourcc ofill uithont^ indpowcrm 
the Slate, but 1 1 . has dcicgiicd wide powers to the iAC- 
cutuc Council (he Legislative Asscmll) ind thcjudi 
ciar), reserving to lumstlfonly important questions and 
those involving polic> Tlic revenues of the State ire 
rcgirdcd is public funds ind the Pri\*) Purse or Kliangi 
which includes all capcnditurc on tJic Pdacc forms an 
Item in the innuil budget ibout 0% of the revenues 
of tJie State 

The Goveniment of Biroda Act I'JC) defines the 
constitution, the functions and powers of the E\cciunc 
Council the Icgisliturc and the judicno "^he E\e 
cu!i\c Council consists of the Minister called Dewan 
and three Naib Dewans, one of wliom is a non-ofiicial 
’ . ’ ■ Eachmember 

. wch he exercises 

. • ’ • “ . ^Imistcr 

and his colleagues arc assisted b> a Secretariat, the 
Huzur Central Office organised on tl esvs tern prevailing 
m British Irdia The entire administration is carried 
on through we 1 organised departments 
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The Dhara Sabha or the Legislative Council \vas 
■constituted in 1008 It consisted of 20 members of 
%\hom 10 ^\c^e elected members It possessed neither 
financial nor legislative powers and its resolutions were 
in the form of recommendations The Government of 
Baroda Act of 1930 however reconstituted the Council 
on a broad basis of representation and with extended 
powers It now consists of 60 members of w horn 37 are 
elected by constituencies on a wide franchise Every 
person who holds land assessed at not less than Rs 30 
or pays income tax, or owns immovable porperty worth 
Rs 1,000 or more or has passed the matriculation or an 
equiv alent examination is entitled to vote at the elections 
and to stand as a candidate Of these 37, 10 members 
represent industry, commerce, labour and theco-operative 
movement as special interests The other 23 members 
of the Dhara Sablia consist of 6 officials and 1 7 nominated 
gentlemen, of whom only one is official 

The Dewan is the President There is also a deputy 
president, who after the first 3 years will be elected by 
the Dhara Sabha Three parliamentary secretaries 
are appointed to assist the councillors in tlie Dhara 
5abha work and a Dhara Sabha secretariat directly 
under the Dewan has been formed 

Tlie Dhara Sabha has the power to initiate and pass 
legislation, to discuss and vote the budget and to ask 
questions and move resolutions on matters of public 
interest subject to certain limitations All legislation 
require the assent of the Maharaja 

The judiciary is separate from and independent of 
the legislature and the Executive 

The policy and the spirit on which the constitution is 
■worked will be evident from the following noteworthy 
features of the new constitution — 

1 It IS based primarily on the complete identity of 
interest between the Ruler and the ruled and 
among all sections of the people 
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2 The electorates arc joint and not communal,- 
Go\crnmcnt ha\inq firml> rejected all suggestions 
regarding fixing ol constituencies on communal 
lines 

3. There is a majorit) of elected members in the 
Dhara Sabha 

4 An elected member of the Dhara Sabha has been 
appointed as one of the Ministers in the Executive 
Council, and as such is empouered to bnng liis 
influence to bear on the whole administration. 

6 Three Parliamentary Secretaries arc appointed 
from the non-oflicial members of the Dhara 
Sabha though the Committee had suggested only 
U\o 

C The deputy president is also a non-oflicial mem- 
ber 

Location — 

The territories of His Highness the Maharaja Gaek- 
wad of Baroda he between 20** 05' and 24* 9’ N. 
latitude and between 09* 5' and *73® 59’ E longitude. 
These terntones arc interspersed with others oivning 
British or other sovereignty , from the northern extremity 
of the Thana district of the Bombay presidency ui the 
south, to Palanpur in tlie nortli, and from the western 
limit of the Nasik district in the south-east to the 
extreme north-west of Katliiawad 

Natural diusiom 

In the scheme of natural divisions, drawn up for the 
whole of India for census purposes, Baroda State is 
included in the natural division Gujarat, which may 
he dvvided uato, OjAcb. 

Kathiawad, or peninsulax Gujarat, in which the AmreU 
district of the Baroda State ts situated, and mainland 
Gujarat, which includes the Gujarat districts of Mehsana, 
Baroda, and Navsaii, which may be further sub- 
divided into north, cential, and south Gujarat, each of 
which has its own peculiarities 

17 



The territories of the Baroda State in peninsular 
Gujarat, ha\e, on account of their detached position 
arc! large sea — board, developed and preserved peculiar 
traits and characteristics in population which is stalwart 
and adventurous In Mchsana district, and around 
the town of Patan, the ancient capital of Gujarat m 
north Gujarat on the mainland, are located original 
settlements like Vadnagar, Khadat, Visnagar and 
Modhera, from which many of the Gujarat castes take 
their names The four British districts of Gujarat, 
Alimedabad, Kaira Broach and Surat are situated in 
close proMinity to Baroda territory 

Mock systems — 

The rocks met with in the Baroda State are referable 
to the following systems and groups, arranged in a des- 
cending order — 

VI Mecmt end posi^Tmitoiy — These are the alluvial 
and sub-acnal formations, and cover a large part of the 
State Though agriculturally very important, geolo- 
gically they are of a very minor value These occupy 
mostly the central or westernside of the country 

V Eocene {j\ummeUUc) sJisUm — The representatives 
of this s^'Stem he mostly near to and in the vallej’s of the 
Tapti and K.im rivers 

JV The Deccan-Trap system volcanic forma- 
tions, which make up this great senes of rocks of Upper 
Cretaceous age, lie mainly in the Navsan district 

ITT The Bogh senes — Rocks referable to this group, 
arc forra'’d only in the southern parts ofSanklieda, and 
along the eastern boundaries of BaghoUia and the Savli 
talukas of the Baroda district 

// Champaner system — ^This is an important group 
of apparently Azoic rocks These constitute a distincd) 
sub-metamorphic scries of rocks including Quartzites, 
Schists, Slates, and Limestone which is onl> met with 
in the northern and the south eastern parts of Sankheda 
taluka In the northern part of the taluka, they are 
18 



seen in several lull ridges, which strclcli east-west, close 
to ilic bound.irv between the Biroda and the Pandi 
l^Iah''U and Narukola icrntoncs 

I The Archaean Rocks — These arc Granhes and 
Gneisses, with associated crystalline limestones, occupy- 
ing two areas of moderate c\tcnt in the Sankheda talukn, 
and a few small, and, wiili the exception of two, un- 
important inliars which Miow here and there, through 
the great alluvial spread A third Archaean area, of 
small extent, occurs far north in the bed of the Sabarmati 
river at Virpur, in Vijapur taluka 

The successions of geological formations met vnth in 
the Kathiawar territories of the Baroda State is sliowm in 
descending order — 

III Recent I AUuvuil and sub-acnal deposits ; 

' J ^^il^o!ltc , 

/ Cretaceous — Deccan Trap senes 

Of these, Deccan*Trap Senes occupies by far the 
largest area superficially, and is much the most impor- 
tant formation m every way, being m many places 
of great thickness It occupies the coastal plateau of 
the peninsula, and excepting for a few small local 
patches of river alluvium, forms the whole of the Dam- 
nagar, Amreli and Dhari talukas, while a few inhars of 
It protrude over the surface of the miUoUte m the Kc- 
dinar taluka It occupies also the Ishwena type of the 
Ratanpur peta taluka 

The Tertiary, Guj and Dwarka beds are met with only 
m the Okhamandal taluka 

The Post -Tertiary miliohte occurs only in theKodinar 
taluka, together with a small extent of alluvium clo e 
to the coast The largest show of alluvium m the 
Baroda territory is in the Ratanpur peta taluka, the 
whole of which, with the exception of the TAPAof 
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The soils of the Amreli district (Okliamandal excepted) 
mav be classed under tuo mam heads, Black and Gorat, 
but the Gorat and Bhek soils of this district are inferior 
to the similar soils of Baroda and Navsan districts 

The soil in the northern half of OkJiamandal is light 
red alternating \s'ith a tolerabl> rich black mould Along 
tile i\hole of the coasllmc it is sand> and unproductive, 
but inland, it is fairl> fruitful The soil in the southern 
portion is also light red with but few fertile ingredients, 
and m man) places it is rock) and barren 

The climate — 

The character of the Khanf crops and the good 
prospect of the Rabi depend upon the regularity and 
seasonableness of the rainfall from the middle of June 
or the beginning of Jul> to the middle of October 
The late showers of October help the spring crops also 
Satisfactory maturit) of the crops, however, depends 
upon the September and October showers 

Small irrigation works arc met with all over the Raj, 
c^ccially, what arc called Paddy tanks The number 
of such tanks in each division vanes with the nature of 
the staple crops, the soil, and the intelligence, skill, and 
capacit) of the cultivator 

The climate of Baroda proper, that is the Gujarat 
districts is very different at the opposite ends of the State, 
the southern mahals having a climate tliat is decidedly 
moist, though less so, than that of the typical west coast 
or Konkan, while the northern mahals have a dry 
climate, nearlv approaching that of southern Rajputana 
The rainfall in the south averages about 58 inches 
Around Baroda, it is TfB inches, and in the northern 
division, the average is as low as 32 inches 

It may be said in general that the w eather is dry and 
hot m the hot season, which commences in March and 
ends m June, the hottest months being May and June 
The climate during the rainy season — from July to 
23 



Isliweria (four miles to the south-west) bes within 
the great belt of coast alluvium, which stretches from 
the Gulf of Cambay to the Ran ofCutch The alluvium 
of the Okhamandal Ran covers an area of some size 
about 18 square miles, while the alluvium tract of 
Aramda, at the northern end of the Okhamandal taluka, 
is also too extensive to pass unnoticed 

Incline of land — 

The greater part of the Sihte lies ivithin the area of 
the coastal band of alluvium which has been formed 
b> the encroachment on the shallow Gulf of Cambay, 
of the detrital deposits brought doivn by the man) 
Ti\ers, large and small, which dram the province of 
Gujarat, the western slopes ofMalwa, and the southern 
parts of Rajputana The upward slope of alluvial 
band, from the sea board outward is sery gradual 
so that, except where wnd-bloiw accumulations of 
loam or sand makes small local cmininces here and there 
the surface of the country appears to be a flat le\el 
plain It is only as tlie eastern side of the alluvial 
IS approached that it is interrupted by occasional low 
hills, or by surface irregularities formed by the courses 
of small rivers 

The drainage of the Gujarat duisions of the Barada 
State falls westward into the Gulf of Cambay, m the 
Arabian Sea, which receives such a \ast amount ofsih 
brought down by the large rivers that it is rapidly 
being silted up as is shown by the present conditions 
of the harbours of Surat, Broach, and Cambay Not 
two centuries ago, these sca-ports were visited by 
fleets of shipping of the ordinary size of the traders of 
those days Now they are with difficulty reached b) 
•vessels of 30 tons burden 

The four principal rivers falling mto the Gulf of Cam- 
bay are the Sabarmati, the Main, the Narmada, and 
theTapti.all large rivers, flowing mparts of their course 
through Baroda territory Of much smaller size are 
the Dhadhar between Mahi and Narmada, the Kim, 
SO 



between the Nirmnda and the Tapti, and the Mindhola 
the Puma, and the Amhika, to the south of the Tapti 
The only river of any importance in the Amreli district 
IS the Shetrunji, ivhich rises in the highest parts of the 
Gir forests and drams the central part of ^e division 
The smaller ones are the Raval and the Dhatarwadi 
of the Dhari taluka, the Singuwada, which divides the 
Kodinar talula into two unequal lobes, and the Rangoli 
of the Damnagar taluka 

The sod — 

The inhabitants of the Baroda State are for the most 
part agriculturists The principal crops are cotton 
tobacco, oil-seeds, juwar, bajri, rice, and pulses The 
coastline and the western taluKas of the Navsari district 
■are very ferule and yield garden produce, but the south- 
eastern parts are inferior infertility, owing to rocks 
■and mountains in some pbces The Amreh district 
though inferior in fertility, has many fertile tracts 
especially in the Amreli, Damnagar, and Kodinar 
talukas 

The soil in the whole of the State is alluvial, except 
an the hilly parts of Navsari and Amreli districts, and 
m the south eastern corner of the Baroda district, where 
It IS mostly formed by disintegration of the underlying 
rocks The alluvial soils of the Baroda State may be 
roughly divided into, (1 ) Gorat or sandy loam , (2) Kali, 
or black , and (3) Besar, or that formed by the nuxture 
of the two The rock formed soils arc, for the most 
pan black, but where they have come into contact with 
alluvial soils, they have formed a variety of Besar The 
soils of the Navsari and the Baroda districts may prin- 
cipally be classed as Gorat, Black and Besar As a 
rule, the black sod of the Navsari district is far superior 
^ the sod of simdar kinds found in the other districts 
BHATHA lands or lands found m the beds of river 
horn alluvial deposits are often found in the Navsari 
district, and are very productive In the Mehsana 
district, the soil is mostly of the high sandy kind Black 
'^oil IS met with, but only in i>atches in parts of the district 



Ociobcr — IS hot, moist and rdasing During the 
cold season, ivhich commences m rCo\ ember and ends 
in rcbnnn , rJic cJimate is drj and cool TJic coldest 
months arc gcncraUj December and January 

During the hot is eather months the aicrage maximum 
temperature is about 104 S® F ^ the maximum dub 
temperature ranging usualb from 98 4T to llg 

The aieragc mmimum temperature during this hot 
season isabout 74 S’F and it usualK ranges from 60’ F 
to 84 S“F 

During the mn\ season, the aieragc maximum 
temperature is 89 l^F, iihile die aierage mmimum 
temperature is about 7G C® F 

During the cold ucathcr, the maximum daily tern 
peraturc ranges from 70*F to 100 4®F and the dads 
minimum temperature ranges from SO’F to 07 1*F 

Jiftsc^llanfovs — 

The territories of the Baroda State arc usualiv situated 
inland except at t\\-o prominent places m Kathiawar , 
one at Rupen in OLha, and the odicr at Mul Dwarka in 
Kodmar, and at one place in Gujarat, nz Bdlimom The 
Okha port lias considerabl> dei eloped dunng recent 
years and cargo steamers from /bragn countries re 
gularlv call at this port 

BzUimora in the ’\a\san distnct, on the B B C I 
Ry mambne, is the only important river-port in the 
Baroda State m Gujarat old port, it flounshed 
before the adient of the railwai's 

Of metals, onli two are met withm the Baroda State, 
iron and gold, the former ui lair and the latter m very 
small qviantmes CJonsiderable quanutics of %\z.% heaps 
near Phudeda, Mehsana distnct, Kam ISaroIi, ISai’san 
distnct, and Samdhi, Baroda district, testify the exis- 
tence in ancient limes of large smeltmg works 
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Traces oF gold arc to be found m the high banks of 
the Hcran river, a little south-east by south, from 
Sankheda, in the Baroda district But the quantity 
procurable is too small to justify workings 

Of the chemicals, pyrites, bauxite sca-wceds, for the 
production of lodme, salt, natural soda, ruher’s earth, 
are wortli mentioning, and these are fairly scattered 
all over the State 

Quartz sand, suitable for the manufacture of some 
kind or other of glass, occurs in sc\ cral parts of the State. 
There are large deposits of chma, clay, mostly on the 
right bank of tlie Sabarmati river 

Calcarious materials, for the manufacture of lime and 
cement is available m large quantities m the beds and 
banks of the nvei Kim, near Dwarka, and near Aramda 
in Okhamandal 

Marble of different colours is available near Motipura 
in Sankheda taluka near Wadeh on the Hcran river 
banks, and m the Dhan taluka 

Building stone is also available m different parts of 
the State 
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PLACES OF INTEREST 

THE CITY OF BARODA 


A tour of the Western India will not be complete 
Without a visit to Baroda The city of Baroda situated, 
on the Vishwamilri river, has a population and area 
of 1 ,53,301 persons and 8 74 sq miles respectively, 
and lies 244 miles north of Bombay on the B B &. G I 
Rly of which it is an important junction Situated 
among the plains of Gujarat, it is the centre of a network 
of the G B S Rlys opening out vast territories in the 
interior 

The earliest discovered record about this ancient city 
IS on a copper plate dated A D 812 The ancient name 
of the city was Ciiandanavati from Raja Chandan 
This name was afierwards changed to Viravati, that is, 
the abode of warriors Subsequently the name came 
to be Vatodar, i e , m live heart of Vata or Burr trees , 
and, as a fact, these trees abound m the vicinity of the 
city , and from that it has at present naturally come 
to be known as Vadodara In the earliest times of 
which we have any record, the cit’^ e'ctended only over 
that portion which is at present comprised within its 
four walls now dismantled to accommodate the increas- 
ing needs of the population, and the country outside 
It was a mass of fields, fences, wells, and temples and 
mosques, l>ing scattered all about It ivas after it 
came into possession of the Gaekwars and became their 
capital that it rose in impoiiancc Suburbs iverc 
formed outside the availed lowm as the population in- 
creased Of these the principal ones are \nandpura, 
Tatchpura and Shqapura named after the past rulers 
of the Gackwar Pimtl^ and Raopura and Babajipura 
named after the past Dewans Even the roads and 
colonics were not laid out on the scientific methods of 
the presnet limes But now it is one of the important 



cities of Gujarat ^^lth -wide asphalt roads running upto 
about 38 miles, palaces, gardens, offices, temples, rc' 
creation grounds and orderI> streets, mipressne housing 
colonies and a number of important industrial concerns 

To the \isitors and tourists who afe fond of sight 
seeing there are beautiful buildings, palaces, avenues, 
parks and playgrounds For \isitors uuh artistic incli- 
nation, there are a number of beauty ?pois vzTymg in 
picturesqueness To a student, uho is m search of 
modernity m administration, cducatiorb and industry, 
Baroda as the capital of a front rank progressive and 
prosperous Snte wiU furnish ample materials in its 
administrative machinery, educational institutions and 
industry based on prnatc enterprise encouraged b\ 
plans of State aid 

Visitors will notice the happy blending of the old 
and new ways of life and its expression >n (hecorporate 
town planning which is the pride of Gujarat and to 
which It has set a great example 

As the visitor conies out of the Baroda Railway Station 
he IS greeted by th*" sight of the grand siatue of His hte 
Highness in commemoration of the Dimiond Jfubilcc of 
his reign which constituted a golden cri m the lustory 
of Baroda State 

Dej/irlrnent of IgncuUurc 

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people To 
stimulate agricultural activities on modem scientific 
lines an important department of Agriculture is cstab- 
Itslied 

Sections under which the work of tilt department is 
dealt with vre (J) agncuUurc in rcfu'cncc to field 
crops, tlic main section dealing with field rxp"nmcnt, 
seed production and propxgandi , (2) agriculluml re* 
scarcli covering agriciiliuril chemistry, plTnt breeding 
and plant pathology , (3) vetennarv and livestock im- 
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provemem 5 (4) horticulture, (o) rural reconstruc- 
tion , (6) agricultural engineering , (7) agricultural 
marketing , (8) agricultural education 

History — i88y to igog — 

Interest on the part of the State in agricultural deve- 
lopment in the isadest application of the word dates from 
as far back as 1887, when any attention to this was but 
in Its infancy in British India and unheard of in other 
Indian States It took the form of the initiation of an 
Agricultural class controlled firstly by the Education 
department, and subsequently by the Rev'cnue depart- 
ment conducted at Hira Bagh The Baroda Model 
Farm to which the class was transferred came into being 
in 1894 It then covered some 33 acres which still con- 
stitute part of the present farm It \sas controlled in 
the eailv da)s by Sir Thomas Middleton, at that time 
Professor of Botany at Baroda College Tne period 
1887 to 1900 may be classified as the genesis of the de- 
partment During that period U was a branch of the 
Rev enue department ^ncultural education, as given 
at Baroda, was extended to the formation of what are 
now classed as “bias” schools, giving a general education 
with a strong bias towards agriculture These were 
started for the benefit of the backward Ramparaj far- 
mers associated with the hinterlands of Navsari district 
There v\cre three of which the one at Songadh, together 
mth its small farm, carried on into the beginning of the 
next period Agricultural effort was cluefly associated 
with the trial of exotic** But little was done on the 
Farm Most of the experiments were of the nature 
of spasmodic trials of different crop v aneties on farmers’ 
fields The work was devoted to cotton, tobacco and 
groundnut It is probable, however, that the strong 
admixture of Upland Georgian under the name of 
Kada^a found in Kodinar taluka* today, the spread 
of tobacco cultivation, then restricted to Chharoda, into 
Mchsana and the first appearances of groundnut m 
Kathiawar are directly traceable to this work done in 
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this period Other interesting features of this period of 
agricultural significance were the initiation of agricul- 
tural banks, the introduction of tagavi loans for agri- 
cultural de\ elopment, the coming ofthe first co-operative 
credit societies and the development of agricultural asso- 
ciations and seed stores There is no doubt but that 
even at that time Baroda was well in the vanguard of 
progress 

rp/o lo — 

In the next period a good deal of what had been 
started enthusiastically was abandoned, to come again 
into being later in history m a changed form The 
agricultural class, the raison d'ltre of the department’s 
existence originally, w«'is closed in 1910, to resume in its 
present and much more popular and effective form m 
1020 The period is marked agriculturally by the 
dropping of exotics in field trials and by the gradual 
incoming on a small scale of Indian made products, the 
earlier introduction of varieties created m Bombay or 
elsewhere, as for examples 1027 ALT which in the 
following and last period has been enormously deve- 
loped, Wagad 8 which is still the best of closed boll 
types, Broach 9 which, though it failed for reasons of 
wilt on the heavy sods, has been resurrected for use on 
the Gorat areas, Fust. 4 in Amreli and Pusa 52, which 
still hold their own as rust resistant if not entirely in the 
matter of vield, \vith other and newer varieties The 
departmental farms were, however, ver> limited Dur- 
ing the major part of the period the original 33 acre's at 
Baroda and another small farm at Jagudan were the 
onl> farms The propaganda and effective agricultural 
Stan consisted of four inspectors, one per district Among 
other examples of useful work were the continued spread 
of groundnuts m general in Amreli, the beginnings of a 
demand for bone-meal, the increased use of ammonium 
sulphate m Baroda and partial adoption of copper sul- 
phate as a safeguard against Smut in juar m Mehsana 
Gonsiderablc attention was given to large scale shows 
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and tlie creation of agricultural literature The first 
development in the ]mpro\ement of fruit took place m 
this period 

The Horticultural section to be referred to later and 
now in evidence on the Baroda Farm came into being in 
ia21 and the general expansion of fruit cultuatioti^ of 
lecent years stimulited by its own section, in e\ idence in 
the Slate must be associated uith the uork done here 
and Jagudan and m later years at Arnreh Agricultural 
engineering opened in this period ^sas another section 
of\ery effectne importance Its primary -worl. in that 
period was well-boring m improvement of open wells in 
the alluvial areas As referred to in its owm section, it 
came into being as a separate section m 1017, thovigh 
the earlier boring work was started some seven or eight 
vears earlier One of the outstanding features of this 
period was tlie boom m tractor cultivation in evidence 
in Gujarat between 1920 and 1928 At this period 
there was probably more going on in tractor use in 
Baroda State than anywhere, pcrliaps wnlh the exception 
of the Central Provinces It was in part stimuhtcd by 
the marked opening up of virgin lands and in part by 
good cotton prices and the realization by the farmer of 
the area south of Nirmadv of the value of periodic 
deeper tillage The State furlhered this by extensive 
loans at low rates of interest Tractor utilization m 
another form reappears later in the third period 

igr I culture in rpjo-.// — 

This period has been one of very rapid advance in all 
directions and most of the sections referred to above have 
really originated and developed m this period A very 
important progressive factor has been the linking up of 
the work of the department with tlie Indian Central 
Cotton Committee and the Imperial Council of Agricul- 
tural Research and hence with like work elsewhere in 
India 

The period opened with three small farms, the last 
but newly started covering an area of 89 acres At the 

32 



present cla> there arc eight farms exclusive of tlic fruit 
firm and uilli tfic cuUncated areas of the original three 
increased tlie total area now commanded is 473 acres 
Tliev arc so placed as to cover the soil and climatic 
conditions of the State willi the exception oFOkhamindal 
for vs luck plans foi a farm to handle Us crops and primary 
h\ O'clock intcicsts — sheep and poultry — under tlic and 
conditions of tliai tract arc in process ofapphcation It 
must be tcah/cd tint Baroda State is scattered and has 
for Its size a very big range of uopping conditions 
In Mchsaiia vse have the fringe of the conditions of the 
areas constituting south Ra|piiiana and the States like 
Radhanpui to the nonhucsi Tlic soil and rainfall of 
Amreli is typical of the larger pai t of Kathiawar, while m 
Navsan and Baroda are found llic soils and heavier rain- 
fall of south and north Guj irat That inaccurate mea- 
sure of agricultural conditions, the average rainfall 
ranged from 70' m tlic south, lo' — 25' m the north and 
tails away to 18' to 20’ in Amreli and less than 10' 
mOkhamandal On the system of fai ms vs Inch we now 
have these and the particular variations created by the 
soilaie fullv represented 

Tlie function of these faims is two fold effective field 
experiment and the creation and m''mtcnance of the 
seed organization on which our propaganda rests 
To-day Baroda Farms cany some 70 experiments, all 
laid out in accordance witli the conditions required to 
secure modern statistical significance The extent of 
their influence on seed is clearly shown m the schedule 
of general departmental activities recorded at the end of 
this chapter Suffice to say that the 3b lakhs of seers of 
improved seed now issued by the department seed stores 
IS based on the nucleus production of our seed farms 
With these farms is closely linked our agricultural edu- 
cational programme Tlie Baroda Faim, aided by the 
Agricultural Institute in which is housed a small but 
effective teaching museum, is the centre of such effort 
It can at the present day accommodate close on GO 
boarders taking the full year courses m agriculture and 
horticulture and is responsible for the annual education 
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in 1 montlis' courses of some ISO Jads m such subjects 
'xs farming, oil engines, tobicco curing and fruit prescr 
\alion Jagudan wiih a compiele imtitiitc and rcsi 
dcntial quarters similar to that at Raroda, caters for 
some 24 one ^car couisc students and 24 short course 
firmcrs’ sons Amrcli conducts a short course in agn 
culture, uliile th** ratson d Ire of the IPeodarda village 
uplift cvpenmcnl is its agricultural school taking aiwut 
100 boys of the Thakardas and Raban communities 
from the third to the scaciith standard, a type ofinstitu 
tion designed for the more backward agricultural class 
boys Specialized field research work in cane and paddy 
IS associated with Vyara cotton and paddy with Dablioi, 
cotton root rot and general plant breeding ^vith Baroda, 
cotton closed boll Dhollcras with Jagudan and plant 
breeding, improvement of the short staple Matliio cot 
tons, juarand bajn with Amrch farm 

Rural Reconstruction — 

There are at present two centres iiz » that at Kosamba, 
Navsan district opened in 1031 and that at Karjan 
Baroda district, opened m 103J The former is already 
well knotvn m India and a separate leaflet specially 
prepared for the Centre gives m short detail the work 
done in the first 1 0 y ears ofi ts existence 

The primary objects were (I ) to introduce into village 
life the improvement and features emphasized by the 
several beneficent departments Agricultural, Educa 
tional Industrial Medical and Sanitary and Co oper 
stive as likely to improve village conditions, as part and 
parcel of a general scheme and not as isolated entities , 

(2) to reduce the amount of wasted time and man power 
and hence in general to increase the village wealth by 
the introduction of subsidiary entcrprizes whether re 
lated to agriculture in the wider sense or to cottage indiis 
Va the. ca Qp“cative spurit m all tLs 

aspects moving fonvard to the creation of multipurpose 
Village societies centring on an organizing union to 
-vvhom could eventually be left the general development 
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of the tract. In the first instance for the first five to siv 
years efforts were restricted to 10 villages, subsequently 
extended to 35. 

There is no doubt that, as by the uptake of better seed 
and the effective marketing of the cotton, the improve- 
ment of the village livestock, cattle goats, and poultry, 
the wider culth’ation of fruit and vegetables and the in- 
troduction of man> subsidiary industries of value there 
has been a distinct improvement in ^^clI being. Edu- 
cation has come to the adult, tlie school boy lias learned 
the elements of co-operation in his scout troop and the 
rvays and means of garden cultivation. Efforts by the 
medical and sanitary departments, pushed forward by' 
the Centre, have led to the introduction of the simple 
village dispensary, the use of bore-hole latrines and a 
greater idea of cleanliness The creation of the co- 
operative spirit has been indicated by the rise of sale 
societies, thrift societies and credit societies and multi- 
purpose societies and a co-operative gin. 

The centre at Karjan has had the advantage of what 
has gone on at Kosamba during the look-round-and-sec 
part of its development. It has some advantage in 
easier banking facilities and above all it has a more 
united group of leaders and is thus at present set fair for 
an early attainment of the goal of self management. 

Agricultural Engineering — 

This section dates back lo 1917-18, though it ivas in 
1922-23 when it took its present shape Of recent years 
It has been strengthened by the addition of two assistant 
engineers, oth^r subordinate staff, increased equipment 
and shop and storage facilities It was originated in 
the first instance primarily to develop the cultivators’ 
well water supplies Its Functions at the present day 
are (1) the boring of open \%eU, (2) the sinkings of deep 
level tube — wells , (3) the sinking and expansion of 
wells m rock areas by blasting, (4) the installation and 
maintenance of oil engine and electric motor driven 
pumps, (5) the improving and designing of agricultural 
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implements, (7) agricultural machiner) demonstration, 
(7) the conducting of oil cngme and tractor classes and 
(s) the handlmg of departmental operations calling for 
-engineering assistance 

Water supplies — 

The first of these activities %ihich was at that time 
entirely dependent on departmental enterprise no longer 
takes a prominent place, as the example set and the 
success attained has brought into the field a large num 
her of pn\ate operators who tale on this i\ork in ithe 
relative eas) conditions of the alluvial soils of Gujarat 
It has, however, to its credit the boring of over 1,000 
wells, work which has probably aided the grower 
the addition of from 00 to 60 laUis of gallons per hour 
The number of wells improved b> this means at the 
present vs pUced at between 5,300 to 6,000 

Of recent \ears its efforts have been concentrated 
pnmanlj on (i) and (3), It has to its credit 05 deep 
level tube — wells (200 and over) sunk for agncuUural 
purposes, wliile under tlic improvement of wells in 
rock areas, pnmanh the b'vsalt of AmreU district, as 
IS shown in the schedule its capaciiv and effort lias much 
increased, largelv because in addition to the s-jstem of 
exploding dsmamitc in the base of wells in which the 
drilling to lake the charges v>as done bv the cultivator 
by hand, it has m Us equipment two compressor drills 
operated b\ tractor power which enables blasting, when 
the equipment Jiandles five to six wells at one centre, 
to be man^ time< quicker 

Contract / htig/ung — 

The department has at us disposal some eight tractors 
of which three arc high powiT Caterpillar tractors 
Using these u carries out during the dear season, rough- 
ly rebruarv and the end of ^fav, contnci ploughing 
in the hcav> sods of the Navsari district, where the v altic 
-of this assistance in clearing kans and opening the soil 



IS much appreciated The extent of cfiectuc uorh 
in the year is largely dependent on the carhness or 
lateness of the cotton crop Thus in 1030-40 it was 
full four months while in 1040-41 baicly 0-7 weeks 
were a\ailable This introduction in aid of the farmer 
dates to 1037-38 About 5,000 acres have been plough- 
ed by this outfit The iccord is shown in the table at 
the end of the chapter 

Implements — 

Of recent years the section has gi\ cn a good deal of 
attention to agricultural implements, either in trial of 
different forms or as by designing effective implements 
It has to Its credit (l) the A G Baroda cultivator and 
hoevdesigncd to fulfil several functions of which over 
2,200 have been locally made, tested and sold m the 
past three or four years, (2) an effective ivhcat thresher, 
available (at least before the present cost of non took 
effect) at Rs 46 by whicli in many tests earned out on 
wheat there is a saving of 300% in cost, (3) adoption 
of the Martin ditclicr and giadei for use bv bullock 
power and other bund formers In the matter of 
education, as provided by three months course in oil 
engines and motor engines introduced to meet the 
marked increase of the use of power m water lifting and 
motor transport by the farmer, some 5 ‘>2 men have 
received training since these classes were first inau- 
gurated in 1923 

Marketing Section — 

This IS, as elsewhere in India, a recent addition 
dating from I93.> when Government sanctioned the 
appointment for a period of three >ears of two market- 
ing ofiiccrs so as to deal expeditiously with the marketing 
surveys then starting One officer concentrated on 
agricultural and tlie otlier on live stock products In 
1938 on the completion of this work the section was 
stabilized under one marketing officer and one assistant 
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and such assistants as might be called for mth the ex- 
pansion. of regulated inarlets Dexelopment ivork- 
began in 1938 

The followng have been the chief actuities — 

(1) the marketing of 1027 A L F cotton, 

(2) the establishment of AG mark ghee grading 

centres, 

(3) the beginning of egg grading operation, 

(4) the Bombaj-Baroda bufJalo ncus service, 

(5) the sahage of dry buffalo from Bombay 

(6) the creation of regulated markets 

The first of these is distinctly the best and most im- 
portant ^^o^k done by this section m enabling the pro- 
ducer of a special product to get tlic advantage in price 
it merits The ^vork has the financial assistance of the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee The tabic at tJie 
end indicates the expansion and increasing financial 
value coming to the producer by organized cultnation^ 
ginning and marketing 

There arc at present four ghee grading centres, though 
the output for various reasons first shoisTi his not been 
maintained There is at present one egg grading centre, 
but i>iih the expansion of the work covered under 
poultry, It IS anticipated that four more vsill be started 
The chief aim of the egg grading scheme is the organi- 
zation of egg collecting societies and tlic direct srlc of 
graded produce 

One regulated market has now been in operation w^l^l 
considenble success at BckIcIi in Baroda flLStnci for two 
^cirsand the Act Ins now been applied at Amrcli 

A^rieuUural rducatian — 

Education of this kind w^s the first thing considered 
when improvement in agriculture was b<guii As 
noted this was foUov.cd by a cKss at Barodt and bits 
schools in Navsiri, wliicli after a fci^ vcirs gradually 
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petered out. The class at Baroda which catered for a 
limited amount of employment in the Revenue depart- 
ment of the day had but little real support, and had to 
be closed down. 

Agricultural education in any intensive form, aimed 
purely at educating the young farmer in the job to 
which he will return, dates fom 192G. Till 193G, 
apart from the short course in oil engine, the revised 
10 months’ course gwen at Baroda, catering for about 
24 students, for which there was a big demand was the 
only outlet. Since then, however, tlierc has been a 
marked expansion. Two well-equipped institutes, one 
at Baroda and the otlier at Jagudan, have come into 
being, and short courses in farming, tobacco, fruit 
preservation, poultry and dairying have been added 
to that available at Baroda on oil engines w'hilc short 
farming courses have been introduced on several farms. 
At Deodarda in north Mchsana we have a very well 
found boys' school in which about half the education 
given is literary and the balance directed to agriculture 
and industrial work, a type of school which will be re- 
peated in conjunction with the Dabhoi farm. The 
table following indicates the gradual rise in the number 
of students entertained. 


Proorks of Importakt AcvivmES of iVorscoltore Department 


Pameubrs 

1035 36 

I93B 37 

1037 38 

1938 39 

1 939 40 

1940 41 

1 No of villages 
under intensive 
attention 

10 

226 

280 

351 

283 

417 

"2 No of villages 
directly visited 
for 3 days by 
Itinerant cart 
service 



232 

374 

234 


3 No of villages 
associated with 
above brought 
into touch with 
departmental 
work 


ICO 

?4l 

475 

573 

462 
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Farticulan 

lW-30 

mw 

!7 IP37J 

I'j 193=1.391 JB33-4 

■0 1 1910-41 

4 ofoiinpara 

ti>T£elddnn«i- 
5tratiQn plob 
amcgrd oq 
fiicmj’ fieldi. 

11 

> 71 

n 1,04 

1.4 

32* 2,5- 

1 

lej -lEo 

5 Sccnofappnrk 
*d Srtd issued 
by departoCTua] 
setd ag-escy 
■wilii tte State 


3.24.W1 

t a.i>o.39 

9,75 41 

t)13,77,16< 

!t 33.13 015 

i 2,00,060 

t> Seen of cake, 
bone meal, fer 
tibser. stilybur, 
etc {coin depan 
mectal depots. 

12.fl3C 

»<M4 

) 67.f9( 

1 

1 

1,35 57 

0 2.13,11 


7 of demKi 

stsattcns in taa . 
tlVJW tSKUCTTa 
lint. 1 


€27 

1.232 

1 

1 43. 

1,765 

3,115^ 

8 >0 of demon 
stnuocsofia 
plfmena «f>d 
suaple mactiusn 

12 

J.737 

2.513 

2.401 

2.614 

3315 

P Can loads nf I 

o«H maBurv 
sadebrTiU 
ages as a malt 
of^o 7 


7«J 

l.KO 


• 14 76A 

i 

20^2«2 

10 No of laajor 
smpJerociits fvp- 
p\ied 10 fanocTS 

?7 

119 

j 

1 OW* 


919 

735- 

ll No.ofl:and 
tools. prtTfT^aJ 
ly cnciDEL pollen 

3.C»5f> 

5.6li 

1 

2*SJ 

4,517 

6.S15 

5,973- 

IJ No case of 
nctncss dealt 
with bv the 
vnennary tar 

gCODS. 

31 &7I 

2« 374 

43 1*74* 

49 447 

et,€03 

5S,S29 

13 No of afiimals 
proteoed from 
eptdouc dt 

9.70' 

H.SIi 

47.6^ 

ftN42v 

SS,453 

I,17,5S> 

14 No of vrcUs 
dynamited. 



Oa 

441 

1 

242 


40 



Paxticulan 

1935 30 

1936 

1937 36 

1938 39 

1939 40 

1940 41 

15 Kos of water 
added 

15 

65 

46 


181 

171 

16 Area ploughed 
by State trac 
tors on contract 


35 

595 

1,S67 

3.215 

1,439 

17 Fruit plants 
issued by State 
nurseries 

1,749 

5 997 

7,004 

1 6,665 

11,139 

5,153 

18 Bala of cotton 
marketed by 
Marketing 
OfEccr 

19 Total premia 
per kbandi over 
local secured by 
growers 


Rs 

2,146 

Rs 

6.677 

2,760 

Rs 

10.160 

7,612 

Rs 

34,710 

5,575 

Rs 

32,626 

20 Persons taken 
in courses in 
agriculture and 
allied subjecu 
Cor three month: 
and over 

47 

8S 

146 

146 

227 

317 


• Mosily secured from Bombay 
t Partly secured from Bombay 

J In addition, the State seed or^roM• **®** sold 3 30 000 seers cotton seed 
to KajpipU making the total handled for seed purposes 34,43 015 
seers 




ROADS AND RAILWAYS IN BARODA 

ROADS 


Land transport — 

The modern civilization depends mainly on the land 
transport consisting of roads and railways which are 
supplementary to each other As 75% of Baroda 
population lives in villages, it is essential to have roads 
connecting villages with one another, with head- 
quarter towns, markets and railway stations 

History — 

Till the year 1875 when His Highness the late Maha- 
raja Sir Sayajirao III ascended the throne there was- 
practically very little of what may be called ‘roads’ 
m Its modern sense in the State Most of the roads 
were more or less mere cart tracks The present road 
development m the State is entirely due to the interest 
taken and Far sighted policy laid down by that illus- 
trious ruler 

A programme of road pobey devised with vision 
and foresight by His Highness the late Maharaja Saheb 
and steadfastly followed has yielded remarkable achieve- 
ments in road construction which may be reviewed by 
well-marked periods 

Construction of new roads was going on till 1907 
in a slightly casual manner The local boards con- 
structed small roads, after consulting the Revenue and 
Forest departments, where urgent necessity of roads 
was felt Till 1907, 456 mil^ of roads (224 miles 
meta’i’iei rirfies Vorfeer, grav^i or murrum ur 

earthen roads) were constructed at an approximate 
cost of Rs 37,62,000 
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BARODA FOREST 


Locahon — 

The mam \aluablc forests of the Baroda State con- 
taining teak as the mam species are situated m the hill) 
tracts of Songadh, Vyara, Mahuva and Mangrol 
talukas of the Naisan district The river Tapti runs 
through the midst of these tracts for about 40 miles 
dividing them in to two unequal portions lying north 
and south of the river The northern portion includes 
the ranges of the Vajpur and Vankal, while in the 
southern area are the Vyara, Songadh and Sadadvcl 
ranges Other forest areas are in Baroda, Melisana 
and Amreh districts The Sanklieda range in Baroda 
district IS composed of a few scattered patches of scrub 
forest badly grazed and very open In Mchsana disnct 
some of the ravine areas arc under a scheme of affore- 
station for soil conservation The forests of Gir hills 
in Amreh district are mainly pasture areas intcrsprcad 
with patches of pole-forests of mixed species 

The bare salt areas of Okhamandal are being tackled 
for soil cover and soil improvement 

Area of diffeTent ranges — 

The areas of the different ranges are as follows — 




Area 


District 

Ranges 

Bighas 


Navsari 

Vyara 

1,41,341 



Sadadvel 

79,689 



Songadh 

1,24,425 



Vajpur 

1,75,952 



Vankal 

1,12,765 


Baroda 

Sankheda 

18,932 



MtaiyiiThba 



Amreh 

Gir 

87,510 



Okha 

22,747 



Total 

7,75,780 ] 

le 712 8 




Sq 




Miles 
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Commumcatton — 

A greater part of the forest produce is carted to the 
railway stations of Vj’ara, Songadh, Navapur and 
Chmchpada on the^Tapti Valley Railway The southern 
forests of the Vyara range are served by the Bilhmora 
Kala>amba Railway and the Vanhal Ibrests by the 
Kosamba ZanUiavav Railway Bamboos and some 
timber are also rafted down the river Tapti River 
Puma IS also occasionally used for this purpose Good 
fair weather roads radiate towards all the forests from 
the main railway stations These are being extended 
into the interior and a scheme of interconnecting fair 
weather and feeder roads is in progress The mam 
roads 'will be gradually metalled up 

Products — 

Timber is the mam major product The forests are 
of the dry deciduous miscellaneous type ^^lth a distinct 
predominance of Teak Teak forms about 40 to C0% 
of the growing stock m the Navsan forests which yield 
good timber Prom among the usual associates of 
Teak, the more important timber species are Sisam, 
(Dalbcrgia Latifolia), Ta"'*‘“*’ 

Sadada (Tenninalia *! • . » 

Catechu), Haladwan (^' < ‘ ' . ' 

carpus ‘ 

Dhaman ■ , ■ ' . ' . ' ■ ■ ■ 

Latifoba ! ** w ■ i 

(Acacia ' ' ^ ^ '/ 

extracted here as timber 

Two species of bamboos (l) Dendrocalamus Stnetus 
and (2) Bamboosa Arutidinccea are found throughout 
the Navsan forests The former is more abundant and 
IS in good demand The Vajpur and Nanchal forests 
contain a preponderance of bamboos which are an 
appreciabJe secures of -revf-nue -from these -forests 

The mam mmor products are lea\es of Asindri 
(Bauhmioracemosa) andTimru (Diospynis melanoxylon) 
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%vhicli arc used as Avrappers for * bidics’ — country 
agarettes, fruits and flowers of Mahuda (Bassia Latifolia) 
raw fibres from Atai (Hehclc«!s isora) used for tieing 
bamboo, and timber rafts, gums ofBabul andDhamoda, 
fruits of Terminalia Chebula and Zizyphus Z>lopyya 
used as tannins, Lac cultivated on Butea Frondosa, 
Katha, catechu extract from Acacia Catechu and Rosa 
oil extracted to a limited extent on the Salher Hills 
Development of most of these items on systematic lines 
IS in progress 


INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS OF BARODA 

Baroda State is mdustriall> one of the most advanced 
regions in India The position attained by the State 
in this respect has been achieved by a stead) process of 
mdustrnlisatiou during the last fifty >cars as the result 
ofa systematic polic) of industrial development followed 
by the State 

Tlic total amount of paid-up capital of joint-stock 
companies, working m Baroda State is Rs ICQ lakhs 
which compares very favourably ivilh figures of 
provinces and States regarded as industrially developed, 
in spite of the fact that there arc no important mineral 
resources in the State, except various kinds of stone and 
clay, nor any natural resources (or h>dro electric power 

The rate of progress of the State’s industrial expan- 
sion during the last twelve years is really noteworthy 
The number of operatives employed m factories in the 
State increased from 17,000 in 1927 to 41,104 in 1940-41 
which IS nearly two and a half times Together with 
these figures a brief account of the expansion m some 
of the major industries in the State m recent years, will 
a c.? such ervEyaiiSYtiTi 

Textile Industry — 

In regard to the textile industry, the number of mills 
m the State increased from 11 m 1928 29 to 19 in 1940- 
41 During this penod, the capital invested showed 
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an increase of 160 per cent The number of looms 
increased from 2,500 to 6,874 and the quantity of yarn 
produced increased from 150 lakhs lbs to 398 laUis 
ibs As, during this period, there has been a tendency 
to produce more and more yarn, of finer counts, 
the actual progress would be much greater if we con- 
sidered the value of the yarn produced 

The Dmesh Mill is the only woollen mill in the State 
and It IS a matter of gratificatin that Baroda State has 
been able to contribute towards the military require- 
ments of the Government of India, to a certain extent 
through this mill which is now engaged full) in manu- 
lacturing blankets for the British Government 

Cement Industry — 

The cement factor) at Dwarka has made progress 
at a rate ivhich is comparable to the growth of the textile 
industry in the State Its production was only 40,000 
tons m 1931-32 They have recently set up an addi- 
tional plant for increased output of cement in this 
factory from 90,000 tons to 1,20,000 tons a )ear 

Chenneal Industry — 

Perhaps the most notable industry in the State is the 
chemical industry The Alembic Chemical Works 
Co , Ltd » is one of the biggest chemical works in India, 
and the increase in its sales from Rs 0 lakhs in 1927 
lo Rs 1<) lakhs m 1940-41 indicates that the company 
is making good progress The starting of tlic heavy 
clicmicaU industry at Mithapur will constitute an im- 
portant landmark in the lustory of industrial develop- 
ment of the State 

The Tata Chemicals ltd — ^Tliis companv started in tlic 
)car 1939 has made considerable progress Ncccssar) 
btiiUhngs, shctls, godowns, roads are being put up and 
machinery is being erected It is cxpcclcd that pro- 
duction will begin ncM year TJie manuficturc of salt 



and Its b\c-products \\as continued Out of 4t,850 
tons ofsalt'produccd m 1940-41, 29,^50 tons of salt were 
exported to Bengal 

The Hindustan Colour^ Chemical & Manufacturing Co. 
Ltd ^ kalhuada,, (about four miles from Ahmedabad) u 
It IS organised b) an important firm of industrialists 
from Ahmedabad with an authorised capital of 
Rs 50,00,000 

Construction work has made considerable progress 
and It IS proposed to manufacture modified starches, 
Iiydrogen peroxide, textile auxiliaries, Pans green etc 
The Pankaj products, Baroda and the Nar Chemical 
Works Nar (Petlad) arc two small concerns, manu- 
facturing textile chemicals 

The Visnu Industrial Works manufacture w lute paints 
and Pans Green on a small scale as aUo malaria oil and 
other disinfectants, mosquito coils, textile soap insec- 
ticides etc 

The Petlad Turkejr Red Dje Works, Petlad — ^It owns 
n plant for tlie manufacture of sulpliunc acid with a 
capacity of about one ton per day 

Match Industry — 

There are two match factories at present m the State, 
of which the one at Petlad is the better established and 
the bigger of the tivo Although, a few years ago, 
there were many match factories m the Bombay 
presidency, m recent years, practically all of them 
have ceased to exist But the factory at Petlad has 
made considerable progress 

Oil Industry — . 

Baroda State is one of the important oil seeds producing 
areas and there is an enormous scope for the develop 
ment of the oil crushing industry The total number 
of oil mills increased from 6 in 1929 to 13 in 1940-41 
During the same period the output increased from about 
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Rs 7 laUis to Rs 15 lakhs in value per year It may 
he noted that the cotton oil null at Navsan is the only 
null crushing cotton seeds m the Bombay Presidency 

Miscellaneous Industries — 

As regards miscellaneous industries, mention may be 
made of the China clay norks at Ransipur, which com- 
menced operations m 1934 35 The quantity of China 
elay recovered and refined increased from about 280 
tons in 1935 36 to 840 tons in 1940 41 

Mnamel Industry — 

The Vyaya Enamel Works, Goyagate, Baroda is 
the expansion of a small enamel concern helped by 
Government loans in its mitnl stage and is noiv m a 
position to supply enamel ware sign boards etc Sheet 
•enamelling work is also done on a large scale 

Tfte Gujarat Rubber ItV/rs, Baroda — 

This factory undertakes the manufacture of rubber 
and ebonite articles like rollers used m textile and sugar 
mills, stoppers, corks, ground sheets etc 

Baints Industry — 

(l) The Baroda asbestos and Paints Works Ltd 
Taroda has been organised within Baroda with an 
authorised capital of Rs 5,00,000 Government have 
agreed to participate to the extent of 20% in half the 
share capital to be issued at present It is still in the 
preliminary stage 

Ralhag MvU — 

Messrs N Jivanlal & Co of Bombay have now 
constructed a rolling mill m Baroda The building is 
complete and the necessary machinery is being installed 
It IS proposed to manufacture bars and sheets from 
"brass and other metal scrap 
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Paper Bags Factory — 

A loan ofRs 5,000 has been given to Mr Kersandas 
Gordhandas ofBombay by the Government for starting 
a paper bag factor).' It is recently started in Bilbmora 

Poiier-loom and other factories — 

In the last five years, four power-loom factories have 
been established, ofvihich two arc m Billimora, one at 
Patan and one at Karan all of which arc weaving arti- 
ficial silk yarn parti) or wholly Another important 
industr), which has been developed in the last three 
years, is the wood work factory at Navsan which is 
manufacturing bobbins, hanks and other textile equip- 
ment In two years its output has reached the level 
of Rs 2 lakhs a )ear and it is able to sell its products- 
in Bombay, Ahmedabad and Calcutta, as also in the 
State A new concern has also been started atVijapur 
this )ear for crushing and refining coloured earth and 
refining chalk The raw materials in this case arc- 
imported from Kathiawar and the Idar State 

Prospects for Dtuloping New /lu/itsfrifs — 

The possibilities for starting new industries in the 
State are now briefly discussed These industries may 
be considered under two classes 

(i) those industnes for which there are raw materials 
available in the State , and 

(n) those industnes for which no special raw 
materials are required and which can be started any- 
where, provided sufficient financial and technical 
resources are av aUable and there is a considerable local 
market 

The industries coming in the first group arc paper 
industr), cigarette manufacture, oil and allied industries- 
and wood work factories, glass industr) and power 
alcohol industT) Industnes falling under group 
arc manufacture of electric bulbs, plastics industry and 
biscuits manufacture 
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As regards most of the industries mentioned above 
there arc proposals for starting them m the State, and 
the department is scrutinising the schemes put forward 
^nd making enquiries 

As regards paper industry, there ivas some doubt 
\shethcr sufiicient bamboos would be available for a 
fairly large sized factor) having a plant with a capacity 
of, say, 10 tons per da) A sur\'cy of the State’s bamboo 
resources which has been recently earned out has, liow- 
ever, shown that the quantit) of bamboos a\ailablc near 
about V)ara would be much more than would be 
required for a factory of tins size or even a larger one 

There are also similarly good prospects for starting a 
straw board factory as the neecssar) raw materials can 
be available from the surrounding forests in the Navsari 
district. 

PlyiLOod Industry — 

Soft woods of dificrcnt species such as Modad, 
Kakad, Bondaro etc , arc available in forests in the 
Navsari district and the test reports about the suitability 
•of these soft woods for tlic manufacture of plywood 
industry are now obtained from the Torest Research 
Institute, Dehradun The results are encouraging 

As regards cigarette industry, although all the Indian 
Virginia tobacco required will not be available locally 
the steps, which have recently been taken for developing 
the growth of Virginia tobacco in the State, ensure 
that, in future, probably all the requirements of a big 
factory will be met from local supplies 

Glass Industry — 

Investigation into the possibilities of starting the 
manufacture of glass were made and data obtained 
during previous inquiries and investigations was collected 
Dr V S Dubev, Head of the department of Glass 
Technology of the Benares Hindu University was 
invited by the Government and he has now submitted 
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We blew no trumpetj about the approach of 
this real boon to fndlas film industry But^ hlce 
a ma^ldan puling a rabbit out of the hat, vre 
bring you India’s finest Notion Picture Laboratories 
and Editing Rooms We do really sclentlEc 
processing of 35 mm negative positive and sound 
films Our ocher services lnelud» Reduction, 
enlarging, processing duplicating recording and 
pro}ectlon of 16 mm and 35 mm films, production 
of educational Instructional and industrial short 
films — 35 mm and 16 mm In colours and black 
and white studio Tacllities and storage of your 
films In our safest film vauler 
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his survey report He has expressed quite a favourable 
opinion about the prospects of starting manufacture 
of glass industries in Baroda and OUiamandal districts 
There is a definite move from Messrs Gor & Co , oF 
Sunthrod (Godhra) ivho have been granted concessions 
to start shortly a glass factory in the State with an 
authorised capital of Rs 25 lakhs 

Marble^ graatle and flooring tilts Industries — 

A few miles away from Baroda lie tlie Motipura 
mines in the Sankheda taluka wheze green marble,, 
red granite and sand stone are available in large quanti- 
ties, Dr Dubey visited this area and submitted a detailed 
report which will soon be axailablc to tlic public 


IRRIGATION IN BARODA 

Prior to 1885 irrigation was practised m the several 
districts of the State by means of crudely managed rice 
ponds or small tanks Tins was particularly prevalent 
m the Navsari district , where due to very favourable 
conditions of nnfall and the undulatory nature oF 
ground surface, paddv cultivation from such small 
tanks was fairly easy and efficient A regular, well 
defined and controlled system of irrigation commence- 
with the progressive rule of thelatc H H Sayajirao III 

In the year 1885, a temporary administrative division 
for irrigation was created under an executive engineer 
for the development of irrigation and drainage works 
It undertook drainage ofkhar-salty lands of the Mehsana 
division 

A great impetus to the installation of ^vell-defined 
and controlled irrigation systems was however given 
by the unprecedented famine of the year 1899-1900 
when several major and minor tank irrigation works 
Were undertaken by the Baroda Government to provide 
relief to famine stnken people and also to find sources- 
of water for irrigation 
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A special irrigation diMsion under llic Irrigation 
Engineer Nvas formed m JOOO and the enthusiasms for 
a bold irrigation policy was so great that irrigation 
works costing about Rs >0 to CO lakhs were undertaken 
and put into operation within a «pan of a few }cars 

EDUCATION 

Baroda is knowoi for its Snic wide and profound 
education'll policy TIic Government is spending 17 6% 
of their income on cducatin It ofiers to the uliolc of 
India a unique example of what could and should be 
done b^ wa> of education to dev clop conditions favour 
able to an all round uplift of the people A short 
history and tlic present position of the educational 
activities of the State will be of interest to visitors, social 
workers and students 

Misiojy and expansion — 

State efforts in education m Baroda go as far back 
as 1871, when for the first time two Gujarati and two 
Maratlii schools were opened bv the Government 
Progress was at first slow, and when the late Maharaja 
Sayajirao III assumed full powers m 1881, there were 
as many as 180 primary schools with 7,405 pupils 
Under hxs inspiration, however, education developed 
rapidly In 1893 compulsory primary education ""as 
introduced as an experimental measure m Amrcli 
district, and rapidl> extended, till in 1900, it was made 
apphcable to the whole State Education is novv^ 
-compulsory betv^ce^ the ages of 7 and 12, and all com 
pulsory education up to the primary class V is free 

The period since then has been one of consolidation, 
the efibrts of the department being mainly directed 
tow'ards the effeciiv e administration of the compulsor) 
act, training of teachers, improvement of the quahtv 
of education and the establishment of a network of 
libraries 
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Instilutions and pupils — 

The total number of educational institutions at the 
end of year 1940-41 ^vas 2,504 The total number of 
pupils attending these is 2,08,003 The percentage of 
boys and girls under instruction to the total male and 
female population is 14 4 and 9 7 respectively The 
table given below \snll give some idea of the rapid and 
speedy expansion of education in Biroda — 


\enr 

No of schools 

Number of 
pupils 

Expenditure 

Rs 

1871 

4 1 


13,000 

1881 ^ 

180 

n.IC5 

96 805 

18S1 j 

503 

60,978 

2 97,031 

1901 

1,189 1 

83,277 

6,06 366 

1911 

3,026 

1,85,477 

14,06,085 

1921 

2,797 

1,58,816 

25,42,031 

1931 

2,730 

2,44 055 

34,84,243 

1941 

2 604 

2,98,063 

38 81,764 


Administralian and inspection — 

The administration of educational work is carried 
on by the Education department which is divided into 
two sections, the Primary and the English education 
branch, needless to say that these two sections are in 
close harmony with each other, and the whole depart- 
mental work IS under the direction and control of the 
Vidyadhikan (Commissioner of Education) who 
assisted in his work by the Naib Vidyadhikan For 
purposes of educational administration, the State is 
sub divided into six divisions each under a divisional 
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inspector For the inspection and supervision of the 
secondar) schools there is one inspector of secondary 
schools Besides these there are tvo inspectresses of 
girls’ schools for the Baroda and Mehsana districts, 
and special inspectors for the Urdu, the Ant)aj and the 
Ramparaj schools 

Expenditure — 

The total expenditure of the department amounted 
to Rs 38,81,754 durmg the year 1940-41 The average 
expenditure for the last ten vears has been about Rs 37 
lai^s per annum 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN BARODA 

Technical education started m most of the western 
countnes onlv b) 1825 in the form of Mechanics Insti- 
tutes to provide courses of lectures m general science 
which young working men could attend in evenings 
after their day’s work. It was not nil 1875 tht technical 
institutes and colleges began to be established in 
England providing day courses of instruction properly 
arranged and spread over 3 or 4 years It is a matter 
of satisfaction to Baroda that His late Highness Sir 
Sayaji Rao III impressed by the importance of the 
technical education movement pioneered it in our 
country not long after its development in Great Bntam 
under the lead of City and Guilds of London Institutes 
founded m 1878 

"With the object of helping the people to improve the 
existing industries and to introduce new ones His late 
Highness ordered m hfarch 1890 that a central technical 
institute at Baroda and industries schools at some of 
the prominent industrial centres in the different disincts 
of Ac Stale be opened for the purpose of jmpirimg 
technical education through the medium of the verna- 
cular language of the Sate A few excerpts from the 
abov e order given below will be ofintcrest even today 
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It 3*' accordingly directed that a technical institu- 
tion should be opened at Baroda where the education 
of the liand and eye will be attempted side by side 
with that of the mind, and where instruction will be 
imparted mainly through the vernacular 

The object is to help the people to improve the e\ist- 
5ng industries, and to introduce new ones that may be 
remunerative 

“ It IS desirable that a modest beginning should be 
made, and the scope of tlic institution should according- 
ly be restricted for the present to teaching, drawing, 
bleaching, dyeing and calico printing and carpentry 

*' The course of instruction should combine theory 
iind practice so as to turn out a more skilful artisan 
than at present . ” 

Sanction was given to open some district schools 
nlso Thus from, the very start, the problem of techni- 
cal and industrial education m the State is viewed m 
A comprehensive way 

The late Professor T K Gajjar ivas the organiser 
and the first Principal of the Central Technical Institute 
opened in June 1890 under the name of the Kala- 
Bhavan, and a modest beginning was made by opening 
classes in drawing, carpentry and dyeing and calico 
printing About a couple of months after, a class in 
mechanical engineering was added 

During the second year the subjects of studies for all 
the different classes were revised and re arranged 
Some more subjects like architecture, photography 
and painting were added and the scope of the institute 
was widened 

To enable the weavers to understand the advantages 
of introducing fly shuttle arrangement m the native 
hand loom and to provide technical instruction in the 
art of hand loom weaving, a class was added to the 
Central Institute at Bart^a m 1897 This class has 
since been developed mto a school of weaving 
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In 1901 nib .\nd buuon making, brush making and 
pyrography \scrc added as evtra subjects m the schools 
■of Mechanical Tcchnolog>, Architecture and Art res- 
pectivcl) and ucrc micnded toserveas home industries, 
but they had to be abandoned on mg to lack of response 
A class in natch and clock making and repaiiing 
(horology) uas added to the ICala-Bhavan in l‘)02 
"TIus i\as developed into a school of watch-making and 
W'as conducted under a local artisan teacher, who had 
been trained in Switzerland (lOOS) 

A commercial class was added in 1000 which later 
on developed as a school of commerce 

Along with the work of developing the different 
schools of the central Technical Institute at Baroda, 
the work of organising and opening industrial schools 
in the districts was taken in hand These schools were 
opened at Kathor m the Navsan district, Pellacl m the 
Baroda district, and Patan in the Mclisana district 
■Some of these were closed and new ones opened at other 
centres 

In 1921 Dr Hag of Bangalore and m 1925 Principal 
Charles A King of the Benares Engineering College 
were invited by the Government to inspect and submit 
proposals for reorganising the institute 

Some of the recommendations were 

1 rebuilding of the workshops and the dye- 

house , 

2 giving up tile trading side of the shops in so 
far as they worked m the slightest degree 
apart from the teaching side , 

4 forming engineering laboratories and dye- 
house and selecting their equipment 

A sum of Rs If lakhs for erecting and rebuilding 
the workshops and dye-house was sanctioned But in 
view of the general advance in educational requirements 
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of the Baroda State and the need for additional facilities 
for consolidating and ad\ancing knowledge, the 
Go^ eminent appointed a commission to in\ estigate the 
possibilities of a University at Barodn As a conse- 
quence the construction of the workshop buildings was 
postponed for some time 

After the final decision of the question in 1933 a 
beginning was made by purchasing a new engine and 
boder at a cost of Rs 30,000 and building new sheds 
for the same 

The old workshops have been remodelled and anew 
workshop containmg 

(1) an engine and boiler shed covering an 

area of 0,400 sq ft , 

(2) a new dye house covering an area of 9, GOO 

sq ft 

(3) a new weaving shed covering an area of 

C 400 sq ft 

(4) a machine shop covering an area of 4,800 

sq ft 

(5) a smithy and foundr> shop covenng an 

area of 4,200 sq ft , and 

(0) a fitting and pattern making shop covering 

an area or4,800 sq ft 

at a cost of about Rs lakhs has been built 

A new electrical laboratory covenng an area of 4,800 
sq ft is expected to be ready shortly 

LIBRARY ORGANIZATION IN BARODA 

Tlic development of free public libraries is by 
not the least among the notable achievements ofH H 
the late ^laharaja Sa^njirao s long and meritorious 
regime As far back as 1010 he foresaw the important 
part vshich libraries would be called upon to pla} 
in an> movement for ihc uplift of the masses Tlic 
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scheme of viUagelibranes then evolved under his personal 
supervision and fostering care has stood four square all 
these years and is now increasingly coming under the 
notice of people concerned ivith the increase of literacy 
and of enlightened citizenship The object of the scheme 
has been to make the people aware of a higher standard 
of inellectual living, of a more abundant life and making 
them so aware as to inspire them to set about achieving 
it on the basis of self-help 

The original scheme was that there should be four 
types of mofussil libraries > the district town libraries 
should be situated at the chief town of each of the four 
districts of the State (receiving a mavimum annual 
grant of Rs 700 ,) the town libraries should be situated 
at the taluka head-quarters or in places having more 
than 4,000 population (receiving a maximum annual 
grant of Rs 300) , the village libraries should be 
situated in villages (receiving a maximum annual 
grant of Rs 100) and fourthly integrating and supple- 
menting the services of these libraries should be the 
travelling libraries operated from Baroda The grant 
from the department in each case ^vas conditional upon 
the people raising an equal amount from amongst 
themselves The department of libraries was authorized 
to promise on behalf of the district local boards an equal 
contribution The scheme envisaged a hierarchy of 
institutions, the village libraries being supervised by 
town libraries which in their turn would be looked after 
by the district town libraries and these by the depart- 
ment of libraries 


Present organization — 

TK-ttipt. tVi-axtbey do tiWL titdtn 

the present development of village libraries is m cort- 
formity with the original scheme There are at piesent 
four types of libraries 4 district town libraries, 42 town, 
libraries, 1,270 village libraries and 390 travelling 
library boxes To them have been added three other 
types, the reading-rooms — 156 in number, the children’s 
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Toom — 12 in number and the ladies’ libraries — 18 in 
number These have come into existence by the 
exigencies of social and economic circumstances In 
districts of not very well-to-do peasants it was found 
impossible to collect as many as Rs 15 which is the 
minimum capital ivith which the sraallest library 
comes into being On the other hand they found it 
convenient to begin with a reading-room costing no 
more than Rs 25 The readmg-room has only news- 
papers and magazines and no books The reading- 
rooms have always proved in experience to develop 
into libraries Year by year reading-rooms are being 
transformed into full fledged libraries The starting 
of children’s rooms received a tremendous impetus 
when the library novement came to be regarded as an 
essential compliment of compulsory pnmary education 
To prevent relapse into illiteracy it was necessary to 
keep alive the reading habits of youths after the feis^ 
years of compulsory schooling And the free public 
libraries were eminently suitable for this purpose They 
promoted free and read-what-you-hke type of informal 
reading and thus provided a continuation of the school 
In the library were kept lists of students who had re- 
cently left schools They were studied by the librarians 
in silence to see that the listed boys and girls made use 
of library facilities The method was persuasive and 
more effective This trend has been there from the 
very beginning and it has been emphasized during the 
last twelve years The ladies’ libraries were found 
necessary m the first instance to overcome the Indian 
women’s traditional shyness to make joint use with men 
of public institutions and later, with the increasing 
participation of women in all sphere*:, to give wider 
■scope to their new enthusiasm for works of public service 

^1 ullage library 

A Village library starts with a basic collection of 
hundred rupees’ worth of books People’s share in 
this is just its 25, the other Rs 75 are given as a gift 
from Government To start a library, however, 
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\ilHgcrs Imc to collect R^s 75 out of which Ri 25 
are ^ci a part for booU amt Rs 50 for buying fumityrc 
and coniingcncs 

All the libraries and reading rooms arc free and the 
only condition of admission as a registered reader is 
tint the person must belong to the place Subscriptions 
arcncvcrthclrssacccpicd and they entitle the subscribers 
to some privileges, such as getting more booivs at a time 
for liomc-rcading or getting magazines and news- 
papen from the libran. at Jiomc 
Afanaremfnt — 

The libraries arc independent bodies managed by a 
local librarv committee consisting of from h to 12 
members The pre idem of ilic committee i5 a leader 
of Milage socicts, the secretary -gcncrallv the senior 
teacher — is the moving spirit of the committee and not 
infrcquenil) he works as an honorary librarian When 
he docs not so work, the post of the librarian is taken up 
by a junior teacher ‘Hie teacher’s work is unpaid 
thougli notice is taken ofhts library vsork m judging 
h»s efilcicncy as a teacher As secretary he coilecls 
the people’s share of the annual budget, keeps accoui^ 
and with the approval of the president corresponds 
vMth the department of libraries or other institutions 
The president and tlic library committee bank on hi^ 
enthusiasm and the teacher on his part puts in work 
his best endeavour In progressive villages he earns- 
not only the good vmU of the people but small allowance 
for his library work from the committee of manage* 
ment 

Tlve children’s rooms are managed by the library 
committee of the adults’ library The ladies’ bbrarics 
are managed by an aiLViliary committee consisting of 
women who work in close co-operation with the mam 
committee 
Trcnelting libraries — 

The travellmg libraries are boxes of books sent from 
Baroda to supplement and refresh the stock of books or 
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the stationary libraries They are also used to do the: 
duty of libraries where none exist There is a stocl^ 
of books in Baroda separate from that of the Central 
Library, which is draivn upon to fill the travelling" 
libraries’ boxes This stock is mostly of Gujarati books, 
the other languages represented being English, Hindi 
and Marathi 

Library buildings — 

The independence of the libraries i*: both an index 
oflocal pride and a 'ource of inspiration to the villagers 
They feel that the library is their institution and that 
It must ^vell stand comparison with its neighbours^ 
This pride is, if anything, stimulated if the library is 
given a building of its own Generally the libraries 
are housed in school buildings, rarely in private-owned 
houses Since 1930 the library department has been 
setting apart about ten thousand rupees annually for 
helping tnofussil libraries in having their own buildings 
The smallest library building approved is worth Rs- 
1,800 and some of the more ambitious buildings are 
worth from twenty to thirty thousand rupees The local 
people, the department and the district local board 
share the expenses of the building m more or less equal 
proportion The local people besides finding one third 
expenses are required to lay by one thousand rupees' 
from the interest of which the building can be main 
tamed in proper repair In the year 194(> 41 there were 
1 84 libraries with their own buildings It has been 
found that the people s share is generally a handsome 
donation of a single individual who regards the library 
building as a suitable memorial to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his dear relative The library department 
permits the name of the donor to be associated wth 
thc library 

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 

‘ If there IS one thing to which His Highness the 
Maharaja attaches more importance than to any other,- 
It IS rural reconstruction,* so said H E Sir V 
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lynslinamachan un\ cilm^ the statue of H H Maharaja 
Pratapsmh Gack\\ar at Ranoli — an ideal Milage 

The expression rural reconstruction,” continued 
he, “ IS no'N familiar to all of us This expression co\ ers 
a multiphcit) of actuities embracing all aspects of life 
of the Milage Its aim is to fill the people \nth an 
-ambition for a higher standard of IiMng and the spinl 
to ^vork persistentl) for securing such a standard ” 

The Stale lias carried out this polio both in spirit 
and action Against frost and famine, the State helped 
wnth read) remissions of resenue, gratuitous grants of 
relief and taga\i on a generous scale In 1934, to 
mitigate the effects of the frost of that )car, the State 
remitted Rs 10 lakhs or more than JO per cent of its 
land rc\ enue demand In 1 935, frost agam super\ ened, 

and the State responded mth ncarJs Rs 22 hkhs oj 
remiiSion and a special tagiMofRs Slaklis Inll>3G 37 
Rs ClaUisoftagtMand Rs 22 laklis of rcmissiom "cre 
sanctioned In 1938 30, remissions to the tune of 
Rs 7 lakhs uere again granted To croivn all, almost 
at the close of the late reign, the total land re\enuc 
demand ^^■as reduced b\ 22 3 per cent Tins reduction 
>v'as made permanent b> the ^laharaja at his accession 
and ^vas substituted for the existing settlement rates 
The total concession thus amounted to Rs 21 C7 lakhs 
annually 

To grapple i\ith the problem of distressed areas, 
a committee consisting of three principal officers 'vas 
appointed to go thoroughly into the rural problems and 
suggest changes m agricultural practices, the possibility 
of extending nncII imgation, the chances of introducing 
subsidiary industries and such other measures ofplanned 
impro\ement The committee recommended a ten 
year plan of impro\ements falling under (1) imgatmn 
sichemes, {H) dry farming,. pasture and animil 
husbandr), (4) agricultural finance and impro\emenij 
in rural education Go\eninient generally approyed 
the far reaching recommendations and proynded 
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finance to bring them gradually into execution accord- 
ing to the ten year plan devised 

Rural uplift ceniies — 

No lasting improxcmcnt can be acluevcd in the 
conditions of rural life, unless all sides of it arc served 
at the same time There arc xarious Government 
departments which concern themselves with individual 
aspects of village life nc , education, agriculture, 
co-operation, industries, public health etc To co- 
ordinate their activities and to create a desire for a- 
higher standard of living all round, a Rural Recon- 
struction centre at the village Kosamba of Navsan 
district was opened in 1933-34 Another centre was 
opened at Karjan in Baroda district m 1939 on almost 
the same lines as at Kosamba 

The centres aim at effecting an improvement in 
all aspects of rural life, changing m fact the outlook 
of the agriculturists, to create a desire for a higher 
standard of living which m turn should furnish the 
driving power towards higher and better material 
production and the climinalion of the needless idle hours 
and the waste of wealth by the dciective use This 
work had to be necessarily intensive and confined to a 
group of villages round the centre in which it w'as 
possible for the Superintendent and his co-workers to 
establish personal contact with practically all the 
agriculturists of the area The centre itself is secondary 
to the main work which lies in the villages and with 
the people 

The activities of the centres can be grouped as 
under — 

A Economic Programme — 

1 Introduction of subsidiary occupations like 
poultry keeping, kitchen, gardening, spinning 
and weaving, etc 

2 Marketing of agncultural produce 
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Introduction of neu and belter \anciies of 
cotton and other crops 

4 Increased use of manure 

5 Intensne propaganda against crop diseases 
fi Improvement of cattle 

7 Tree planting 

S Organising thnfi societies and oUicr co-opera 
ti\c institutions 

3 Educational and moral programme — 

This includes adult education, development of a 
communitv sense and of a feeling of solidani' 
in valhgcs, propaganda against evils hbe early 
marriage and unreasonable customs connected 
\%alh social ob crvanccs, the proper u«c o* 
village libraries, the scout movement and other 
educative vvorh through lantern slide-lectures, 
—in short every tiling that uould male village 
life full and interesting 

Haral SanUation — 

The Government has also cst^bIi5hed a Health l/nil 
-at Kosamba vMth a view to improve public health in 
rural areas and also to tram die rural population m 
public health and sanitation in all iis aspects The unit 
IS composed of 30 v illagcs round about Kosamba The 
unit staff consists of a male and female medical officer, 
a mir^e and a sanitary inspector During the vear 
1940-41, every village of the unit vras visited four times 
b\ one or the otlier member of the staff During th^ 
visits, aiienuon is paid to anti natal eases prevention 
of contagious diseases cxaminmg the health of school 
-children, and general samtation Durmg the v ear, 
11 'jchools were visited and S4l children were exanuned 
145 adults were also exammed and rendered uiedicai 
md, 4S labour vvere conducted, 151 persons were 
-vacanated, propaganda work was earned on and 20 
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lectures were given at diiTcrcnt places Magic lantern 
and film shoivs were also arranged at these meetings 
Village dispensaries were started in 15 villages of the 
unit 

The Uplift Trust Funds — 

Inaddition to these improvement measuresj the State 
finances set apart for these beneficial services in rural 
4ireas, were augmented in a remarhablc ^vay through the 
private munificence of His late Highness and his present 
successor To commemorate the Diamond Jubilee 
-of his glorious reign, H H the late Maharaja Sayajirao 
set apart a Trust Fund of a crore of rupees for rural 
uplift in 1936 

He defined his purposes m these memorable words 
“ My ideal is to improve village life — ^all sides of it I 

ivish to develop m my people a keen desire for a higher 
standard of living, ‘ a will to live better,* and a capacity 
Tor self help and self reliance I earnestly desire to 
make village life interesting and farming a career, the 
rewards of which wiU satisfy the most enterprising among 
the villagers From the income of this fund, grants will 
be made for useful schemes, like extensions of gamthans 
to relieve over crowding, village water supplies, com- 
munications, educative worh of all kinds etc Special 
preference tvill be given (i) to poorer areas which pro- 
bably have been neglected in the past, and (ii) to the 
needs of the backward communities like the Raniparaj, 
the Antyajs, the Thakardas, the Rabans, etc 

•Sayajirao Alemonal Fund — 

The present Maharaja, to perpetuate the revered 
memory of His late Highness Sayajirao, set apart a 
crore of rupees from his privy chanties for the general 
purposes of the people’s well being 

The following are the major schemes financed 
from this trust 



(1) The Mahinm Shantaden Trust Fund (or 
medical aid to the ^\omcn and children of 
the Stale 

(2) Shree Sayajimo Memonal Scholarships to the 
sons of Sardars, Assamdars etc for sccondarv 
and higlier €^ducatlon 

(*1) The \gricultur'il Institute it Baroda 

The Diamord JuhxUt P/qfh s Trust Fund — 

This fund ^\as started by the people of the State m 
order to create a fitting memonal of tlic Diamond Jubilee 
of their beloved ruler Out of the total proceeds, 
Rs G, “8,000 >%crc <ct apart, after deducting the expenses 
of celebrating the Jubilee for creating the Diamond 
Jubilee People s Trust Fund The income from thi> 
fund IS mainh utilised for encouraging agricultural and 
teclinical education b\ granting ^chobrships, opening 
framing classes and on 

The income from all the abo\crundsamounting to 
7 Lakhs of rupees is thus utilised for die improvement of 
\allape life in all its aspects — soaa), economic and cul 
tural and their special object is to open out backuTird 
areas to healths modem influences and encourage forest 
tnbes, scheduled castes and such like elements lo advance 
m tJznfr, education and quality of J/fo 
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BILKHA 

T H£ ancestors of Bilkha rulers are originally the 
descendants of Suryavanshi Rajputs Then they 
came to be known as Vala Kathis because they married 
a Kathi girl in 1 375 Tlie Bilkha Rulers are descendants 
of the common ancestor of the Viram House He had 
three sons Kanthad, Kumpo and Oghad of whom 
Oghadwala was the founder of his house Oghad 
Viram had three sons, Ala, Chomla and Sata Kan- 
thadnala was the successor of AKwala and he having 
died without a male issue, his Estate has been succeeded 
by the present ruler, Darbar Shree Ravatuala, Chief of 
Billdia Chomla died without any issue Sata had 
one son Bhima and Bhima had two sons Ala^^ala and 
Desawala Alawala had five sons viz , Ramwala, 
Khodwala, Dosawala, Odhawala, and Valerawala 
The present Ruler of Bilkha, Darbar Shree Ravatwala is 
the eldest Kumar of Ramwala He has one brother 
VIZ , Vala Hathia Bala Khoda left one son Vala 
Laxman of Pipalla, uho has died svihout any issue and 
the question of succession to this Estate is under consi 
deration of the Government Dosawala left one son 
Vala Vajsur who died without any male issue Odha- 
wala has left one son Bala Deva and Valeraivala has 
left one son Vala Jiwa 

2 Thus the present Chief, Darbar Shree Ra\at- 
wala Ramwala is a Rajput Kathi of the Viram Branch 
of the family descending from Oghad Viram He was 
born on the 19th January 190G He was educated at 
the Rajkumar College at Rajkot and succeeded to the 
Estate of the late Darbar Shree Kanthadwala on 19th 
January 1928 He married in the same year He 
has four sons viz , Yuvraj Shree Jas\s ant Sinhji, the Heir 
apparent, K S Kishorsmhji, K S Ranjitsmhji and 
K S Hanshchandrasmhji and two daughters viz 
Maharaj Kuman Shree Nandlcunverba and Rij Kumari 
shree Bhanukumanba Maharaj Kuman Shree Nand- 
hunverba has studied up to the Matriculation standard 
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and wjil be appearing in ilic Matriculation Examination 
of the Bombay University this year. Amongst the 
Rajput KatliiSj she is the first Maharaj Kumari to taie 
English education At first she took her education at 
the Panchgani Girls* Higli School, then at the Mission 
School at Rajkot c s and now she is taking education 
at the Vanita Vishram Girls* High School at Rajkot 
Tlic Ranisaheb, Bai Slircc DcvJcunvcrba is a Jady of 
high culture, rchgiousity and piety and she is not observ- 
ing the Parda system The Hcir-apparrcnt, who is the 
successor to the Bilkha Gadi was bom on JOth Novem 
ber 1D28 Tnc Heir-apparent lias taken English edu- 
cation fir^t at the Pancligani Boys' High School, then 
at the Mayo College Ajmer and then at the Rajkumar 
College Rajkot, and he is now studying in the Mitri 
culation class in tlie Chowdhry High School at Rajkot 
c s and -'.f-" ' .Examina- 
tion ofi' !' 1 . • I!" possesses 

good kr .* ■ ■■ * r . * ^ ' culture 

and he is very obedient to his father’ 

3 The Cluef Saheb attended the reception held 
by His Excellency Lord Wilhngdon at Rajkot in 193® 

4 He visited England for attending the Corona 

tion Darbar of His Imperial Majesty at ikindon m the 
year 1037 and he has toured on the whole Continent 
for acquiring personal knowledge of the people of the 
various countries He had attended the reception at 
the Buckingham palace at London Darbar Shree 
Kanthad Vala ofBilkha died in the year 1023, without 
any male issue and Darbar Shree Ravatwala, the present 
Chief of Bilkha placed his claim to succeed |to Ins 
Taluka, while the other Bhagdars claimed the partition 
of the Giras according to the old Kathi custom of 
partition The present Chief succeeded m getting the 
jSciiVr pinviTo^rn'ciYir ft? ftVer 

late D S Kanthadwala Thus he ascended the Gadi 
of his ancestral Estate, with the Taluka of late D S 
Kanthadwala on the 19th January 1928 
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5. The Chief of BUkha was first a Shareholder of 
Jetpur-Bilkha but as a result of exchanges effected 
between the Jetpur Bhagdars, he now enjoys exclusive 
jurisdiction of the old IV class as a Ruler over the 
Bilkha State 

6 The Alawala Group was first invested with old 
fifth class jurisdiction but when the present Chief got 
By primogeniture the Taluka of late D S Kantadwala 
Be 'svas invested with fourth class jurisdiction over this 
Group also as a personal distinction in 1Q28 and he is 
now exercising jurisdiction of the old TV class over 
the important towns of Bilkha, Medarda and Chital and 
Runkavav Thus the Chief Saheb has rightly earned 
the title of The Maker of modern Bilkha ” and the 
Bdkha State has undergone a marvellous change during 
these years The Chief Saheb is a keen sportsman, 
taking a good deal of interest in riding, Cricket, Tennis, 
Billiards, Golf and Volley Ball He won the Rajkot 
Gymkhana 1939 Tennis Challenge Cup and Billiards 
Cup He has also won “ The Gibson Volley Ball 
Challenge Shield He possesses some of the best Kathi 
horses The Chief Saheb has shot more than a dozen 
lions and more than fifty panthers in our terntorv 

7 The Yuvraj Saheb is also taking keen interest 
in the sports and has won “ The Rajkot Gymkhana 
Tennis Championship Gup” in 19-45 and he was a 
Captain in the Chowdhry High School XI and he has 
\son the Sir Courtney Latimer Gup in 1944 

8 There are five railway stations in Bilkha State 
VIZ , Bilkha, Kunkavav Junction, Kunkavav Town (two 
stations^ Ghital and Shedubhar and owin^ to this 
railway convenience, the people of these places are very 
happy and it is an advantage for the development of 
commerce and industry in the State 

9 There is a trunk-road betiveen Junagadh and 
Bilkha Bilkha is situated at about 14 miles from. 
Junagadh and wc arc very near the Girnar-HiIIs 
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There is a trunk rond between and Amrcli and 

between Kunkavav Gondal and Kunkavav Bagasra 
and Medarda to Lushala 

10 Tlie State has got a power House in Bilkha 
There arc three gmning factories and 1C oil mills and 
one sa^v mill in Bilkha Stale and the Chief Saheb is now 
thinking to have agricultural and industrial de\elop“ 
ment in the Stale on new methods which arc prevalent 
in other modern States We have got four dispensaries 
in Bilkha State for looking to the public health of the 
people 

1 1 The National War Front ivas organised m the 
State in 1942 and the present Dewan has been specially 
asked to work as a leader and to do effectw e worlc on the 
National Wat TTont Scheme ^ very important factor 
of the National War Front movement is “ Grow More 
Food Campaign ” Tins campaign has been given the 
utmost impetus in this State and the cultivators are 
asked to grow more food crop Recently lie gave prizes 
to the cultivators who had given good income by better 
cultivation of crops 

12 The State is taking keen interest in war services 
4ind has materially helped them by making the following 
monetary contributions towards different IVar Funds — 

Rs 3,017-10 0 H E the Viceroy’s War Purposes 
Fund 

Rs 1,420 0 0 W I S Agenev War Plane Fund 

Rs 800 0 0 \V I S Agency War Publicity Bureau 

Rs 320 0 0 War Fund ten per cent of state’s money 
from account of Kathiawar Races of the Chief 
Saheb and Heir apparent 

Rs 207 3 0 War Gazette 

Rs 25 0 0 China day fund 

One horse Bhagdata to H E the Viceroy’s War 
Purposes Fund 
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One Holland and Holland Rifle 
One 12 bore D B Gun War Fund 

One Mauser Pistol 

One 32 bore Revoher 
One D B M L Gun 

and he has helped the War Funds at cverv tune 

1 ^ Tlie Chief exercises the foUoiMngjurisdictional 
po\^ ers 

Civil — Suits upto the value of Rs 10,000 

Criminal — Sentences upto 3 >ears rigorous im- 
prisonment and line upto R^ 5,000 

The Capital of the State is BiILha 

1 4 The Chief Saheb has taken into Jus mmd no^v 
to organise (he vs hole State and appoint most competent 
and efficient officers m this State, by whose co-operatioa 
and help he is thinking to make Bilkha a model State 
He IS tmnking to make a High School and a new Hos^ 
tal on a big scale m a short time and wants to Jay the 
foundation stone at the hands of His Highness Shree- 
mant Maharaja Sarkar Gackwar The present Officers 
on the new staff are as under — 

1 Mr M H Udani, M A , LL B , Adiocatc of 
So >ears standing is appointed as Deivan m 
Biliiia State on 700 p m 

2 Mr C P Bhatt, B A , LL B , as Rev enue Mem- 

ber and General Secretarj on Rs 350 p m 

3 Mr K. V ShuLJa, an expert m all lines as 

General Member and Secretarv to the Darbar 
Saheb on Rs 250 p m 

4 Mr P T) Ramdar, B A , LL B , Sar ^y3>■a- 
dhish on Rs 150 pm 

5 Mr Is M Kaji, BA LL B , Tutor S. Com- 
panion to Yuvtaj Saheb on Rs 135 pm 

76 



6. Mr. Gangasinhji Shivsinhji Jadcja, Superin- 
tendent of Police on Rs. 125 p.m. 

7. Mr. V. D. Oza, Chief Medical Officer. 

8. Mr. C. K. Fouzdar, Treasury Officer. 

0. Mr. M. V. PareUi, BA.LLB., Chital-Kun- 
kavav Nyayadhish. 

10. Mr. M. G. Sinioja, BilUia-Mcdarda Nyaya- 
dhish 

11. Mr. Kawasji Hormayi Patel, Municipal Sec- 
retary and Vahivatdars for each of the Mahals 
and staff. 

The staff is well organised under the personal direc- 
tion of the present Dewan, who is taking keen interest 
in all the departments of the State. 

A short sketch of the life and career of Mr. Manilal 
H. Udani, Dewan Saheb, Bilkha State, (taken from page 
171 of the Royal Coronation Number and Who’s Who 
in India Burma and Ceylon ) 

Udani Manilal Hackcmchand, M A , LL B , Bom- 
bay F.L L C , M A (America), M D , (H) Calcutta, 
who IS recently appointed as Dewan m Bilkha State is 
one of the leading advocates of Kathiawar and a pro- 
minent citizenofRajkot C S His father was a magistrate 
mjetpur for many years He belongs to a very respect- 
able family and m the Jam Community He holds a 
high position Having passed Matnc in 1902 from 
Rajkot, be took his BA in 190G, MA in 1908 and 
LL B , m 1911 from the Bombay University and received 
very high education and culture He started his pro 
fession as a Vakil in the High Court of Bombay from 
1912 and was very successful at the Bar He took part 
in all Public Activities in Bombay and was one of the 
General Secretaries of tlie Bharat Jam Maha-Mandal 
He was spoken of highly for his intelligence and ability 
m papers even m those early days of his life In 1913 
he was invited to Bmaras especially for delivering lec- 

77 



lures m the Jam Conference in the To^vn Hall ^vl^h 
Mrs Annie Besant, Dr Strauss, and Professor Jacobi 
and his lectures were very instructive He came to 
Rajkot in 1 91 G and commenced his practice at the Raj- 
kot Agency Bar and m KathIa^va^ as an Advocate He 
had been very successful in his practice in Rajkot and 
Kathianar and bis activities m all the fields, for public 
good, arc very well-known He is speken of highly by 
the Highest Judicial Officers and has a very brilliant 
career He is specially taking an active interest in all 
social and religious activities and giving due help 
to them He has done chanties according to his 
might and has given great help m the construction of 
the Jatashankeri Dharmashala on the Girnar Hills 
Although born as a Jam he is a firm believer in the 
highest principles of Vedant 

He ^^as nommated by the Hon’ble the AGO W1 
S Agency as one of the members of the R^kot C S 
Committee from 1933 to 1930, asa member oi theWater 
Works Committee in 1933 He 'ivas appointed W 
Legal Adviser to the Bajana State He \vas appointed 
as Honorary Treasurer to the Red Cross Centre 
kot C S He was appointed as Honorary First Class 
Magistrate and Vice President of the Bench, by m® 
Hon’ble the Resident for the States of Western Indii 
Gujrat and Baroda from the 1st April 1944 till he 
joined the post of the Dewan of Bilkha State He is 
a member of the Assessment Committee of the Rajko*^ 
C S Municipality and a non official Jail Visitor o 
the Agency Prison of Rajkot G S He was gi\en th 
Sliver Jubilee Medal in 1935, by the Go\crnnient oi 
the occasion qf the Silver Jubilee of His Late Impern 
Majesty He is a vsell known writer and an cloflucn 
orator He Ins publislicd thiee books viz , ‘‘Garlant 
oCMoral Precepts” tshich is translated into Gujnu anc 
Hindi, ‘ Samaydharma*’ and “Atma-Viclnr He > 
taking keen interest m founding a Jain College in Indn 
He was appointed as Special Hizur, Judge by the 
Rajkot State for disposing of some of the Iicnvv appea 

78 



•work and the State had expressed its full satisfaction for 
his work as a Judge. 

His ^^’ife Surajbai is an intelligent lady and is taking 
part in social, religious, ami Red Cross activities ; for 
some time, she worked as a lady lielpcr in the Red Cross 
Centre at Rajkot C. S. She is always kind to the poor 
■and giving tliem private help. 

Mr. Udani holds a high public reputation in the 
States of Katliiawar and the Government, and has 
always done his work consciously and with zeal and 
integrity. He is appointed as Dewan in Bllkha State 
from the Gtli December 1945 at the nomination of the 
Baroda Government and fie is doing nis work in the best 
interests of tiie Ruler and the Ruled and for the peace 
and prosperity of the State. 


1 For Superior QiiaUty Sugar abvajs asK to 

Harinagar Sugar Mills Ltd. 

Pott ojjko Itamnagar 
Railway Station, tfannagar. P N Rly. 

AfiJf tiffu€ Ramnasar Cfaimpuran 
Tele: Add' “Mariyada” Bombay ••Mariyada” RanuiagarChampuran 
For Samples & Rates 
Plea®e refer to Ibllotving agents* 

Messrs : Hardajsl Nevatta, 

Nayaganj 

Kanpur 

Messrs . Hardayal Khand Bazar, 

Bombay. 

Messrs : Babula) Kantilal 

7 Kona^ Street, 

, CALCUTTA 

Alanagtng Agents 

Messrs : Narayan Bansilal 

ao7 Kalbadevi Road, 
BOMBAY No s 
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Wear Well Use Well 

FOR 

Cloth Requiremenis 

ASK FOR 

“INDU_FABRICS" 

Mara/iUlufeJ bjf 

THE INDIA UNITED MILLS LTD* 

Com^ritfrig 

5 MILLS & DYE WORKS 

■ 

! Messrs. AGARWAL & COMPANY, 

E □ Susoon Bulidin2 

Dougall Rod, BalUrtf Estate, Fort, BOMBAY 
Tel No 26511 Telegrams • INDUFAB * 

Safisfir your retail WANTS BY SHOPPING 

AT 

“INDU FABRICS CLOTH SHOPS” 

131, MEDOWS STREET, NARAYAN ASHRAM, 
FORT. BOMBAY. LALBAUG, PAREL. 


BALASINOR 

H H JN^mvab Saiieb Babi Shri Jamiatkiianji Baha»- 
•DUR the present Ruler of Bilasinor State 

Born 10th November 1894 
Ascended the Gadi 31st December 1915 

Educated At Rajkumar College^ Rajkot vvhere he- 
took his Diploma Afterwards joined the Imperial 
Cadet Corps, Dehra Dun and passed out successfully. 
His Higlmess has been alloA\ed the privilege ofwearmg 
the Corps uniform K Ruler of hierarj tastes and a 
well-knotsn. WTitcr of Urdu and Gujerati poems Has 
a natural gift of writing plays and diamas which are 
verv well liked m the province ofGujrat 

Married First H H Begum Saheb Shn Subhan 
Bakhtc Saheba (deed ) daughter of the Heir-apparent 
of Junagadh State At present His Highness has tltree 
Begum SaUebas (1) H H Shn Sardar Begum Saheba 
(2) H H Shn Khurshed-Bcgum Siheba (3) H H 
Shn Zohra-Begum Saheba The senior Begum Saheba, 
Sardar Begum Saheba, daughter of the late Thakor 
Saheb of Kervada, gave birth to a son m 1920 who un- 
fortunately died m infancy The third Zohra-Begum 
Saheba has given birth to five daughters 

The Nawab Saheb comes of a very ancient and well 
known Babi Sunni Pathan dynasty His ancestors were 
descendants of Sher Khanji Babi, son of Bahadur Khanjr 
Babi a distinguished officer in the Imperial service at 
Delhi, who enjoyed a very high position at the time oC 
tile Mughal Emperors The Rulers of this clan have 
been famous throughout Gujarat and Kathiawar not for 
their princely pomp, dignity and splendour, but for 
their benevolent rule and munificence 

Military Force — 60 Cavalry, 177 Infantry and 10> 
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Permanent Salute : — 9 gum. The Ruler has been 
granted a sanad of adoption. He is also a membtf of 
the Chamber of Princes in his outi right and entidcd 
to be received by H.E. the Viceroy. His Highness is a 
-founder member of the Wcllingdon Club and a bfc 
jnember of the \V. I. A. A. 

Balasinor is a second class State in the Bombay 
Presidency with high Civil and Criminal powers. 

Area of the State : — ISO Square miles. Population ^ 
J2,625 in 1931. 

On the outbreak of the war His Highness placed hh 
personal scrv'ices and resources of the State at the disposal 
.of His Majesty presented an Ambulance Car and aho 
made v’arious cash contributions. 


THE CENTRAL BANK OP INDIA LIMITED. 

/5// ) 


( El M HuVi — 
Autherli»d Capttal 
ltsu«d Capital 
Paid up Capital 
Rtierve & Other Funds 
Depoaitav at 31>12-19(5. 
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Over 320 Branches and Paj'^oftices thrcujhout India 


Sir Honsl Mody,K.B E.. CiiRTj-da 
Haridas Hadhavadaa, Esq , 
DinahawD Romer Esq. 
Vithaldas Ranji, Esq , 
Neormahdmed M. Chmay. Esq 


Bapu}t Dadabho:^ Lam. Esq > 
Dhararnse]^ MulraJ Khaaau. Es4 > 
H F Commissariat. Esq . 

C.H Bhabha, E*q. 
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Messrs MIDLAND BANK. LIMITED. 
jVx rcfi Messn THE GUARANTY TRUST CO 

of NEW YORK 

Banking Business of every desenptran transacted on terms 
'Mhich may be ascertained on appiitatiOTi 

H. C. CAPTAIX. 
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BARIA 

Lieut -Colonel His Highness Maharao Shree Sir- 
Ranjitsinhji, k c s I , Ruler of Baria 

Born 1 0th July 1 880 

Educated At Rajkumar College Rajkot, Imperial 
Cadet Corps College, Dehra Dun and m England 

Married In 1905 Shnmant Taktakunverba Saheb 
daughter of His late Highness the Maharaja of Rajpipla 
In. 1918 Shnmant Dilharkumerba Saheb, a mcccor 
Hig Highness the "Maharaja Saheb of Rajpipla 

Succeeded to the Gadi 28th February 1908 As- 
sumed full ruling powers in May 1008 

Served m France and Flanders (1914-18) and also 
during the Third Afghan War (lOio) 

Son Captain (Hon ) Maharaj Kumar Shree 
Heerasinhji hialnraj Kumar Pradeep Sinhji 

The State pavs no tribute cither to the British 
Government or any other State and receives the Chouth 
of Dohnd, Kalol and Halol Talukas of the Panch Malials 
from the British Government 

Area Including attached States of Sanjeh 879 
square miles 

Population 202,055 

Salute Permanent 9 , Personal 1 1 

Recreation Pigsticking, Polo, Tigcr-hunting, ctc^ 

His Highness has placed all the resources of His 
State nt the disposal of His Majcst> s Government for 
tlie pro’tccution of tl’c \Nar , had made an annual 
contribution of Rs 25,000 Rs 5,000 to the Red Cross 
Fund , has also subscribed to Defence Bonds .and has 
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:;genero'U5ly contributed to various other funds connected 
“With the War Total contribution Rs 5,50,510 The 
"State Troops are serving under the CrouTi 


ADMiNISTRATiON 

Deiian De\‘*an Bahadur Motilal L Parekh, 

M A , LL B 

Jvdge^ Huzur Coitrl I N Mehta, b a , ll b , 
Bir-at'I^vv, J P 

Raj-Kharck OJJicer Captain Sardar Ka^lian 

«INH 

Sur Js'^ajndhisha and First Class Magtslrale U J 
StIAlI £sci , B A , LL B 

J\'ja\adktsha and First Class Magistrate W ^ 
Sheth £sq 

Medical Department Dr J H Kumbhani, M b b s, 
©T M , T c p s 

Electrical Department M L Patel Esq. , o H e ^ 
(London) 

P IK Department C S Malkan Esq , b e (Civil), 

A M I E 

Education Department G L Pandya Esq, aja, 

rBT 

Banking Department K G Kadakia, b a , ® 

Police Supdt — M L Ghowiian 

Forest Department S G Pithwa, d d r , b f s 
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CAMBAY 

H IS Highness Najam-ud-Daular Mumtaz-ul-Mulk 
Mo^^N Khan Bahadur Dilaverjung NA^VAB 
Mirza Hussain Yawar Khan Bahadur, Nawab of 
Cambay (the first class State with poi\ers to try capital 
offences) is a Mogul of Shiah Faith, of the Najam-c-Sani 
Family of Persia 

Born — iCth May 1911. 

Succeeded to the Gadion2\st January \Q\5 — ^Ascended 
13th December 1930 with fuU powers 

Educated — ^At Rajkumar College, Rajkot till April 
1928, spent a year in Europe accompanied by his 
tutor and companion 

Area of State — 302 sq miles 
Population — 90,501 (Census 1941) 

Revenue — Rs 9,07,000 (on the average of the last 
live years) 

Salute — 11 guns 

Heir apparent — Janab Waliahad Bahadur Na- 
^abzada Mirza Muhammad Jafar Ali Khan, born 
15th October 1936 

Capital — Cambay with a population of 35,948 
stands at the head of the Gulf ot Gambav The his- 
torically important buildings are the Lai Bagh where 
It IS said the forces of the Mogul Emperor Akbar stayed 
when he visited Cambay , the Kothi where the East 
India Company established a factory in the year 1613 
and the site known as Dil Khush the country seat of 
the then Naw^ib of Cambay, where now stands the 
Muslim Hostel It was built in, 1802 and planned and 
executed by Col G Reynolds, Surveyor General of 
"Western India 
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Industries , — The State a Textile Mill and three 
Matcli Factories Besides, dressing of cornelian and 
agate and some precious stones is done 

Political relations mth tlic Goxernment of India 
through the Resident for Baroda and the Gujarat States 
Baroda 

Principal reforms existing in the Slate — 

(1) All scrxiccs pensionable, f2) Extension orsur\e)r 
and settlement to e\cr>' village m tJic State (3) Pri- 
mary education and Medical Relief free {4'1 Liberal 
endowments for the benefit of widows and destitute 
(fl) Introduction of beneficial measures for the relief 
of Agricultural indebtedness (c) Village Panchayats 
in cacli villages (7) independent High Court 

His Highness has prescribed a schedule of subjects 
in which His Highness iias plenary powers of disposal 
for joint deleberations with the Dew an 

Dewan — Rai Saheb S P Mushran, M Sc , 
Dewan, Cambay State 

Military Secretary — NaWabzaca SiDl MoilAiiEl> 
Salim Khan Sahed 

Adminutratiie Assistant — M K Rege, BA,LLB 

Sur-Nyq}adhish — Sacoonlal C Desai, B A , LL B 



CHKOTA-UDEPUR 

H H 7v1aII\RA\\AL ShRiNaTWARSINHJI, FATEHSrSHJI 

•Ruler of ChhoU Udepur State m Gujrat 
Born — IGtli November 190G 

Succeeded to the Gadi — On SOth August 1923 Was 
invested ^nth full powers on 20th June 1928 

Educatea — ^Al Rajkumar College* Rajkot 

Married —In 1927 Shri Padmakunvar Basaheb, 
daughter of His late Highness The Maharaja Saheb 
oF^jpipla, and alter her demise married on 5th De- 
cember 1928 Shn Kusumkunvar Basaheb daughter of 
H H The Mahanja Saheb of Rajpipla 

H H IS a member of the Chamber of Princes m 
his own right Visited Europe in 102B and in 1937 
Heir apparent — Yuvaraj Shri Virzndrasiniiji, born 
on 24m October 1037 

Area of Stale — 890 34 square miles 
Population — 1G2,292 

Attached State — Gad Bornd, area 12G sq miles 

Population — 13,120 

Gross Reienue — Rs 16,83,290 

Salute — 9 guns 

Clubs — Willmgdon Sports Club Bombay , Royal 
W 1 Gbib, Ramb'vy , RcktisU Uvaot* Giuh., Lfttv- 
don , S F Gymkhana, Chhota Udepur , The Cricket 
Club of India, Bombav 

Recreation — Shooting, Cricket, Riding, etc 
Tribute — ^The State pays as Ghasdana Rs 7,805 
to H H The Maharaja Gaikwad of Baroda and it 
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receives Tanka or tribute from i!ic I^tatcs of Chorangla 
and Gad. 

Tiiere arc manganese, galena and marble mines 
in the Stale. The State owns tlic Railway in its limits. 
There arc tclcplione connections in the To^sm and Taluka 
Headquanen. In the capital tlicrc arc electric and 
water works. There is also a Dak IJiingalow. 

Immediately on the ilcclaration o^^\'a^, His Higli* 
ness placed at Uie disposal of His Majesty his personal 
scrs'iccs and the resources of the State. 

Contributions : — Since the outbreak of ^\^ar tlic 
following contributions have been sent from the State : 
Rs. 830 to the Indian Rctl Cross Society. Rs- 1,16,1^® 
to H. E. the Viceroy's War Puiposcs Fund. • Rs. 7,000 
to the Gujarat States’ Spitfire Plane Fund. Rs. 3,200 
to Baroda Residency “War Fete Ftind, Rs. 07y Miscel- 
laneous Funds. Rs. 330 for Cliina Celebration Day. 
Rs. 3,80,200 Defence Loans. Rs. 050 Interest Free 
Bonds. Rs, 7,100 Defence Saring Ccriificntcs. 

500 to Amenities' Fund, Central and Taluka 
Committees luve been formed to further the war effort. 

Principal OflTcers — 

Commanding OJpeer : — >L\jor ^Lmluiaja Nail\R- 
siNHji, MiUlar\‘ Force. 

Deitan : — Rao Bahadur Dhirajlai- H. Desai, B-A. 

Personal Assistant to Ike Deicein ; — K, S. PrafuiaM' 
siNHp (Cantab,), Bar-at-Law. 

High Court Judge : — L. C. Shelli, BjV, LL-B. 

Revenue Officer K. N, P.\Ni>L\Gi.oRn, B.A., IX-B. 

Dist . d? Session Judge : — G. G. Desai, B_A., LL.B- 

First Class Alagistrale FJajadhisk : — AL S. Apte* 

B.A., LL.B. 

Superintendent of Folia : — K. S. Raisinhji C. Cho 

\^'A^^ 

Chief Medical Offiicer and Jail Supdl. : — Dr- R* 
Dave, M.B.B.S. (Bom.) L.IkL(DubIm, Z.U. {\’ierma). 
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DHARANGADHRA 

H IS Highness JuALVDiiir MahauaJadiuraj Mah\- 
RANA SiiRi Manuudunnnaj SiNHjiT, Maharaja 
Raj Sahcb of Dharangadhra 

Born — -nrd of March 1*UJ 

educated — First at DUarangatUira, proceeded to 
England in 10 T> and joined Heath ANfount Scliool and 
afterwards Hailcybiiri College (four \cars) At the 
outbreak of tlic War Hi> Higlincss returned to India 
(1040) joined the St Joseph \cacicms at Dchra Dun 
and passed the School Certificate E\am>nation (Ovford 
Cambridge Joint Board) in die first grade with distinc- 
tion 

Succeeded — His laic Highness on tlic Itl» February, 

1042 

Enthroned with religious ccrclnonia) on the loth 
February 1042 assumed the reins of Go\ernmcnt 
at the termination of the miiionl) on Dcshcra Day, 
8th August 1043 

Married — Maharaj Kumari Siiri Brijr^vj Kl- 
MARi, a daughter of H H the Maharaja Saheb of 
Jodhpur on 3rd March inn Her Highness was blessed 
with a son Namdar Yuvraj Maharaj Kumar Saheb 
Shn Shalrujit Deo, Hur-apparent, on 22nd Marcli 
1941 

Family — His Highness belongs to the Jhala clan 
of Rajputs The Jhalas had established Kingdoms in. 
the Svnd but throrigh the vicissitudes of war they were 
obliged to enter Kathiawar Their domain extended 
beyond Viramgam which was called Jhalawoira Being 
the guardians of the Northern marches of the peninsula 
they sustained repeated Muhammadan invasions and 
finally settled dowoi m what is now called Jhalawara 
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G^ogrc/I- cal — -The State lies bet^^eeIl the 'Vorth. 
Lat f?3 23, 33 and £a«t Iod^ 72 and 71° 4S 

and li 1,167 sq miles in area e\dusi\e of the Riinn of 
Dhrangadhra 

PoJ'jhttor — ^4 42 7 

Rr-cnie — Rs ^5 00 000 

4 crage Rcinfall — 2o inches 

Chief Agnculturcl P oda^'ls — Cotton, Bajn 

and ^\Tieat 

\aUT/i} ResnjTces — Store quarre 

Ird^tnes — Extraction of «alt from bnne, manu 
facture of Soda A^h Soda Bicarb and Caustic Soda at 
Dhrangadhar Ch'^mical Work, Ltd 

ADMtNISTRATlON 

The administration of the S ate is conducted ^ 
His Highness through an Executi\e CouncH appointed 
b\ him con-isting; qf the lblloi\nng members — 

Druar CT Prerxderl — De\\a»n Bol\DL’R Sir Hahi 
LAI. GOa\lJA KT \LA- LL-B 

First Mer ' b-n — Rao Sxheb Dlt.labhji C Meutv 
B A , LL.B 

Second Memb r — \\ G Subked \r, B Sc LL3 

His Highness has introduced constitutional and 
adimnisiram'e changes wiihm a short period of less tha^ 
a \ear smcc His Highno^ assurred the rciii5 ot 
Gov emment 
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DHARAMPUR 



(1) The Ruling House of Dkarampur Stale 

O NE. of the most progressive states m India, Dharam- 
pur State — occupies a tract of 704- square miles in 
area in Surat District in Gujarat particularly fertile in 
the West where the soil yields rich crops of many varie- 
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ties TTic Liist is less }iospital Ic to cuUmiioii tendirg’ 
to rocljncsiancl thicJ jungles but there miurc coinpcn 
sates \Mih b^ul\ His Highness the Maharaca 
Slirec \ ija\'adc\]i Maliaraja Silicb amended the tradi 
in 1021 Complete ideniitv of t!jc interests of the Ruler 
and ruled arc tlic 'v%ords that \n’I apii\ and accuraiel' 
characterise the pohc\ of the present Maharana Saheo 
clas-siHcd as a •second d'‘ss State Dharampur ^tantis 
highest amongst the other rclaiisc states m India In 
population, area and revenue it contra, s favourablv 
with ‘^e^e^l! states alreadv ranheti a^ first class In 
historical imponancc, cfiicicncv of admim-tration and 
lov-al subjects to the King Emperor, Dlurampur ha^ 
a record in proportion to its ^e^ou^ccs ivortliv of lineage 
and decent of lt^ ruling hou-e* Small wonder the 
snie lav's claim to the permanent stitus of fir^t class 
a distirction camin<' uatli it tnc «alu e of II ^uns in 
the honour ofdvTiastv HisHighnes bol* pr«deccs: 0 ^ 
were both accorded die same 'i^ma’ recognition of 
their personal significance as ru ers Tlie permanent 
award amounb to no more dian what w due to a pro- 
gressive and enlightened d>*nast\ His Hlghne^s is n 
Sisodia Rajput of Sunavanslii (Solar) race In epes 
of Rajput chi\*aln the reputation of Sisodia as txi 
dcnccd from the past historv of this anaent state standi 
out head and shoulders in ilie magnificent tale ofdauiiT 
less courage, unstinting sacrifice and uniailing lovaltv 
His Highness is the Member of the Chamber of Pnncc> 
in his own right, has full civil and criminal jurisdictional 
pow ers and a personal salute ofl 1 guiw His Highnes^ 
th** ^lahanija Siheb is a teen devotee of art and miisic- 
His artistic tendenev has maicnahsed in monumental 
Aolumes I and II on Indian Music hnown as Sangit 
Bha\ \ olumes I & 11 and published m two European 
and two Indian languages His earnest desire to ‘'cc 
a muted and all India movement on behalf of the Alusical 
heritage of the nation has done a great deal to tir up 
popular interest and enthususnu Hi> laudable efibrts 
to hav e music recognised in the curriculum of Bombay 
Enivcrsitv are sure to be crowned wath success. Hi> 





tri\cls nkcn for the purposi** ofcnHnjini; Inn \!c\\> and 
j^'inunq fresh knowledge md txprrjtnci arc extensive 
over tlic world Amongst His Highness’ oilier hobbies 
IS a love ofShikar at whuh he is a well known exponent 
Tlic help of the stale m men, inonc) and materials m 
the last world war as wiU as the present war was bv 
no mcuis iie^hciiblc uid the rr^ourcet of the St itc were 
placed at ilic disposd ofllruidi Gev crnmtnl in conson- 
\nct with the true trulitioiis of the mlini; house His 
Hiqhncss is hies cd with four children The eldest 
Prince Narhardevp is t"» jcaix old Out of the other 
thice ehildrcn of His Highness ill daughters tlic eldest 
Maharaj Kuinan Dhaiw uukumerba was mvrried to 
His Highness the M ih iraj Saheb Sir Hansmhji Siheh 
the present ruler of K ishmir and J nnmii She died in 
JMtx \ S Malianj kumari J iswanikunvcrba Sahcl> 
married to Malnrija Saheb o! Nagod Ilu voiingesi 
named Clnranjivi Mahiraj Kumari Rajendra Kimvtrbi 
Saheb IS still at school 

(^) Modern Progress of Dharnmfur StaU 

Dharampur State has made rapid progress m the 
sphere of the constitutional reforms In associating lIic 
people w itli the administration of the departments under 
Alunicipal Council, Mcdieal rducation \gricullural and 
Industrial development roads and comniimications b\ 
following the enlightened pohev of stead) advance 
towards realising the ideals of prospent) plenty and 
progress m the State It hav been the persistent and 
constant endeavour of His Highness the Maharaja 
Saheb to bring Dliarampur to the forefront of the most 
progressive states in India through Ins liberal and 
enlightened policy designed foi tlic welfare of his sub- 
jtxVs as wall be evidenced from the following review 
of the measures and reforms that have been adopted in 
the State The state Ins adopted measures for amc 
horating the conditions ofliis subjects by a liberal pohev 
of education medical relief the reform of judiciary, 
care for the advancement of backvsard classes, main, 
tcnance of roads and communications and rural deve 
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lopment, maintenance of the Leper asylum and the 
opening of the library amidst the most picturesque and 
natural surroundings. 

With a view to associate the people more closely 
with the administration, of the Municipal, council n 
Municipal Act has been passed — introducing the elec- 
tive element based on liberal and adult franchise giving 
a clear majority of elected members. These . repre- 
sentatives have a share and voice in the departments 
administered by the Municipal council- The Munici- 
pal Council responsible for the conservancy and sa- 
nitation of the town and also administers and supervises 
the work of education and Medical Departments. It 
can be stated without the least hesitation that it has 
been a measure of the great constitutional reforms 
towards the development of the Local Self-Government. 
In keeping pace witli the changing times the State has 
not lagged behind in giving powers to the Village Pan- 
chayats in rural areas, which enable them to supervise 
and administer their own villages. With that object 
in view the Dharampur village panchayat Act has 
already been promulgated. The Panchayats have 
played dominant part in creating congenial atmosphere 
amongst villagers through mutual aid and co-operation 
settling disputes amongst themselves, fastening growth 
of brotherly feelings and in promoting health, education, 
comfort, convenience and social and economic ^vell- 
being of the inhabitants of the village. 

To educate the public mind and prepare it for 
better life and cultured mode of living is more essential 
and to this end the proper education of the rising gene- 
ration both the boys and girls is absolutely necessary. 
The progress of education made in recent years has been 
far surprising and the enormous expenditure that is 
being spent after it will reveal the importance and the 
attention being devoted to it by the State. Depressed 
and back\vard class pupils arc given free books and 
monthly scholarships in special cases. There are 35 
primary schools and a full-fledged High-School in the 
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btntc TIk M\lc «‘prn<h nnrl\ thmiMnd nrpces 
iTicr tlicM jnsiiimtnus Ilii, ^uJc Ins Ijr<n fuIlo\Mnj^ 
t!jc Uhtril }Mdu\ of^ivmv,Mh<dvrship for h 5 i,l«r studies 
uith n Men i» drordtnL, I nlitus lo il)<>ntjimls U* eel 
Hicjli Srliool rdiic'iiion ilir MUt Ins drndv snrtcd 
1 hosit 1 for sue li c iiiditlalt I hr Stntr be trs ihcniioJc 
c\p( me of tins clnritnl Ir insititJiion J lie Snic mm 
l iins an iiuliisirnl institiitr which trains pupils in car 
pcnlr>, ssciiint., ‘‘iniths wtH«l tml cine worh, 'md 
practical nicrhamcs Sti|K.iids ire licinj, hbrralh i^nnt 
cd to prior clt 'tn-ing students In these cKs'S the iinpor 
taiicc of tcchiuc il tflm iti mi c iiniot be overlooked tnd 
a lead has been lakdi tii the iintntiori of the vocational 
bias ui the educational (n <l< 

Rapid studies have been iindr in the dcvciopmttd 
of the medical rclicfon il t most proj^rtssivc and modern 
methods wluch mdic vu the svmpathctic and cnliglilti^^d 
nohc> pur tied h\ the State in iliat direction several 
hospitals and <hspcnsarit> are maintained bnntJinS 
medical relief witiim f‘sv rtitli of tlic population 
The Sfcdical Institutions are vqinpjKtl vsith modern 
medical sllr^;lcal andclecincal applianccswhieh include 
\ Ra\ apparatus Diatlicrmv Slioriwive apparatus 
Pantostatc Ultri \ lolct Ravs Infra red, I*>horrea 
machine Iron Uim,s etc and adequate attention is 
being paid for the development on tlic most progressive 
and modern methods of ireatincut The\ hear ample 
tcslimonj^ to the F ict of the remarkable progress made 
by bringing tins institution into he vs ilh the most modern 
institutions elsewhere All treatment medical surgical 
electrical is free including treatment of patients at tli«r 
homes by Doctor free of an) charges Tlicrc is also 
A S Manjerkunverba Aushadhala)a m tlie town and 
the facilities afforded arc availed of b) orthodov and 
Raniparaj people who have great faith in Ajuncdic 
medicines The annual evpcnditure incurred after the 
medical rehef is Rs 30 OOO 

His Highness the Maharaja Salicb has amassed a 
-curious and compreliensivc collection of the objects o 



artistic and utilitarian \aluc ^\ith a mcw to arousing" 
an artistic sense amongst Ins people and stimulating' 
their creatue industr\ These ha\c been exhibited in 
the Lady Wilson Museum in order that the riots may 
have before them specimens for stiidi and their produce 
useful articles in eouisc of time It has opened the 
Slider wishes of life and has proved to be the source oP 
gicat educational and instructive value. 

The State has been conscious to the cardinal fact 
that to increase the prosperity of the State, the improv'c- 
nient of its lands and methods of agriculture is essential 
Practical steps have already been taken to improve the 
lot of cultivators in many directions The Stale has 
been pursuing a very liberal pohev m granting seeds 
and supply of artificial manure and chemical fertilizers 
to the agriculturists at concession rates and is offering 
subsidy to encourage the construction of new wells and 
bunds for iriigational purposes Takavi is given frcclv 
at low rate of interest for the improvement of the agri- 
cultural lands Tlie Khalcdars Iiavc been granted 
rights of the forest tress ovei their holdings which has 
been a considerable advancement m the benefits bes- 
towed on the agriculturists Necessary steps have been 
taken to prevent subdivision and fragmentation of the 
lands so that the holding may be an economic one from 
the production point of view A rural development 
has been created with a vicvi to organise rural recon- 
struction of the village life from a cultural and humani- 
tarian point of view Intcnsiv'c uplift work has been 
carried out in several selected villages which include 
improvement in agriculture by use of scientific methods, 
live stock improvement, the development of cottage 
industries, village co-operation, village sanitation and 
the formation of panchayats 

The State has not been slow to recognise the in- 
debtedness of the agriculturists and the Dharampur 
State Agriculturists Relief Act has been passed which is 
intended to protect the agriculturists not only against 
the rapacity of money lenders but also against the 
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adventitoiis circumstances which are likely to operate 
to the prejudice of an agriculturist on account of his 
ignorance. The Co-operative Society Act of British 
Tndia has been applied to the State and many seeds as 
-well as credit societies have been, formed on a co-opera- 
tive basis. The advantages that have been accrued 
"has proved to be of far reaching importance in the 
de\^elopment of the spirit of co-operation in the various 
spheres of economic activities. 

The industries of the State are Ibrcgoing a head. 
"The State already possesses two rice mills in the State. 
The State abounds in vast natural resources of the ra^v* 
materials ^vluch could easily be e.\ploited with great 
.advantage. In riew of the abundant material and 
easy availability of the raw material, the establishm^t 
of paper-factory, saw mill, sugar factor)’ and dailies 
could easily be accomplished, lace holding out bright 
nnd favourable prospects. The State has been con- 
sistently following a liberal policy of affording 
facility to those enterprising people who should 
willing to develop those industries in the State 
■arc under its acth'c consideration. The State has 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act of 1023 as amended 
up-to-date on the same lines as the corresponding 
British India legislation. 

Forest Wealth : — 0\ cr 1 00 varieties of rice out of the 
32% of the State’s aggregate area, and over 70 •varieti^ 
of Timber from the State forests spreading over 34 ,o 
of State’s total area, constitute an important source ot 
wealth of Dharampur. Timber brings a large re\’enue, 
and the port of BHAGDA BUNDER, near Bulsar (on 
the B. B. & C. I. Railway 18 miles from Dharampt^l 
forms the western outlet to the Arabian Sea for the 
products of Dharampur. 

Export Trade : — Good quality’ catechue is manu- 
factured and the export in the past years has been 
<onsiderabIe- There is also an cvergro^vmg export" 
trade in (i) oil seeds, such as castor, Mahuti, Kursam* 
IKaranj etc. (ii) Tanning materials such as Achhvri* 
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Harda, Chilari‘bark etc. (Hi) Medicinal herbs like Myra- 
bolam and (iv) high species of gum such as Babuls 
Biyo, Kandol, Sadado, Dliamodo etc. 

Bamboo is an important cvport commodity of the 
State forests ; and besides serving as an ideal building 
material, this scr.’cs \scll for the manufacture of Baskets 
and Mats and many such useful articles. 

Industrial Aciiiit} : — Side by side ^Y^th the improve- 
ment m agriculture, post-w'ar industrial activity is not 
left unnoticed. Grcatci facilities for milling rice, pulses 
and extracting oil, are assured for the people by the 
opening of the more mills within the State. 

The State abounds in rich grass and bamboo ; 
and the allmial lands on the banks of the rivers running 
through the State provide c\cellcnt opportunity for 
the opening of a good paper factor}'. 

Simultaneously w’ith this, the construction of a dam 
across the nver adjoining the site selected for the paper 
factory, will help superb irrigation facilities, encouraging 
sugarcane cultivation etc. resulting in the automatic 
emergence of a full-fledged Sugar Factor}' also 

The State hasalwa}s been alive to the fact that the 
roads are of the permanent importance for the develop- 
ment of agriculture, industries, social services and com- 
merce and with that object in \icw it has devoted more 
attention to the development of road construction. 
There is a fair weather motorable road running within 
the Slate covering about 40 miles which connects Pemt 
taluka m Nasik District There exist also many feeder 
roads which link the interior villages with the mam 
artenes of the transport The construction of feeder 
roads hji.ve played ^eat pact m the developmewt oC 
rural economy by bringing a new atinosphere to the 
districts and conferring benefits to the community. 
The State has good roads covering about 15 miles and 
IS maintaining them at considerable cost 

Almost all the parts of the State are now linked uj> 
by telephones. There is a telephone between Dha- 
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Tnmpiir nncl Biils^ir and Dharampur is also connected 
willi 3kimba\ b> a special tclqihouc and thus with other 
cities on the trunk line. Tills dcsclopmcnt of telephone 
s) stem has alrctidv been pro\cd to I)c most advantageous 
to the administraijon and the subjects of the Stale am! 
It cannot be doubled dial further benefiLs must accrue 
from It 
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GONDAL 

S KILLED in ro^^in£^, ihc oarsman 1ms taken \ip t!m 
oars lus father Maharaja Bliagv'atsinlijcc left on the 
tuh March IIMI. As cluck takes to water the old Eto- 
nian lias Ijcgiin Rcnily to start on the voyage of the Sliip 
ofthc State. Tlie 
pilot lias good c\- 
pcnciKc Mahara- 
ja Bhojraiji has 
rnjoved the full 
hencfil of tlie vtr> 
cream of English 
cducaiuin and vu- 
lerior c uhure that 
'ton, Ilalliol and 
Oxford could pro- 
vide. 

The rorm.itivr 
\r.irs of Ilhojrnjji 
were \crv t.trc- 
fully planned for 
i diicativ c purposes 
i)N his grr.it father 
sviu/'c f.ir-'ccing 

r\c had foreseen 
tlie wuifnm \Mih 
his mini prai iienl 
viwrofrrnhis and h H THE MAHARAJA SAHEB 

»t\ that the cf GONDAL 

!i«-ir-ap^vircnt*s ciUuatuiti .uul up should Ik* 

the Ix-si asail.ihlr m tl»' wc»ihl. as ih** fuiurc burden 
Ilf ruhmj the State ss.is to l>r lii»riJr h\ liun 

frtun his \ers infsius till he s;ir\\ to be iweuis . 
I nehird was hit home .inil ihr!>rsT ir.iinnu; w.tsgiscn 
Ihr smut.; Osouim rrliiiiinl afti t rnrisuu! e^tod 
rshif.iti *M to 'tnii unJi . Inn thn s>. -ti for -i 
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future Rtilcr’s trainin[j , so the late Ivlnliaraja began to 
initntc him in the art ofadministmion He associated 
himself m almost c\cr\ question and c\cr\ detail ofthe 
\anous departments of tlic State It uns a carcfull) 
planned programme m getting him tins \ct} useful 
Oipcncnce 

Bh'ig\atsmhjcc kept two ideals in Mc^^ for secur- 
ing the training of his son the Ruler must ha\c as a 
maxim of life Xoblesse Oblige , the second being, to 
maintain the admiiiistratixc cfilcicnc) of die great 
Ci\il Scixice — Standard of the Public Service of ilic 
Bntish Empire and British India It is the pride of 
sera ice that the) go\ ern the British Empire bv training 
tlic Eton bo\’s and Oxford >oung men T'lOt onl) 
"Waterloo v\as ison on the Cnckct field of Eton but 
the sca-pilois vsho serve the Empire, are sent from the 
Public Schools of Eton, Harrou and Rugbv, and from 
the ancient uni\ ersuics of Oxford and Cambndge • 

Tlie filling presence of the commanding personahn 
of Bhojrajji ancl the freshness of polish of English hfo 
gave him a dignitv and a certain metliod and skill m 
tackling and e.xccuung tlie problems of the State 
administration Tins advantage v\as utilised to the fuh 
b) his father when he first made Iiim his private SeC- 
retarN , then he put him in charge of the Educational 
Department , then in the Public AVorks Department 
vs here a full programme of works of public uuht) was 
to be worked out , finishing that, the Railwa) portfoho 
was gisen to him The Revenue Department came 
last m his charge 

Thus Bhojrajji’s training was so vairied, and so 
perfect that had he been an ordmar) ICS he would 
have slowh risen to the rank of a high e.vecutw'e post 
of a Lieutenant Governor or m his age of nationalisa- 
tion of service a Governor of a Province ' So soundly 
he was grounded 

The )ouiig Prince gave such good promise of ^ 
bright future career that <to exacting a task master as 
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father Bhagvatsin'hjee placed him in the year 1907, in 
joint charge of the State during his absence in England , 
it was a circumstance unprecedented in the annals oT 
Indian States of the Presidency During the interval 
the Yuvaraj “conducted the affairs of the State smoothly 
and with due regard to the welfare of the people ” 

After this he has maintained an mtelligent interest 
in the conduct of Gondal administration till he took up 
the oars his illustrious father left on the ninth day of 
March 

Bhojrajji Saheb was born in 1883, that is, he is npe 
both in age and experience The ripe man fills the 
void created by his revered father’s demise, and Gondal 
takes the change of pilots and their personalities without 
a jolt and jar which are usually felt when a ^‘fresher** 
has to assume the burden of the State 

Experience and age have mellowed the outlook 
on life and its problems rendcnng the task of adminis- 
tration easier therefore Thus has ushered the New 
Era in Gondal with high hopes and a promise of lofty 
endeavours as it could, naturally, be expected from a 
worthy father’s noble Son — Maharaja Bhojrajji 

EARLY HISTORY OF GONDAL 

Kathiawar has rung For centuries with echoes oT 
Shree Krishna’s deeds Here the great Hindu god, 
descended from Indu or Chandrama (the moon), retired 
after crushing the daityas (demons) that harassed the 
people inhabiting the region lying along the banks oE 
the holy Jamna round about Muthura {Anghce Muttra) 
and Bnndaban 

Raiputs (literally “ the Lings’ sons ’’] belonging 
to several clans claim descent from Shree ^ishna and 
are known as Chandravamsi or Tadavas (of the lunar race). 
Many of the ruling dynasties in Kathiawar are sprung 
from that stock 

One hundred and twenty-fourth in descent from 
Shree Krislma was a mighty warrior, Shree Kumbhoji, 
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iDorn in the middle of the seventeenth century. The 
lean prospects that lay before a younger son of the Ruling 
House at Rajkot did not satisfy him At the head of a 
fe%v trusty clansmen, he marched to the south and west, 
conquering every obstacle he met and securing the 
ready submission of the people dwelling in the villages 
he brought under his sway. 

This warrior’s great-grandson outshone him 
Named after, he is known as (or “father”). 

Kumbhoji, to distinguish him from the founder of the 
House ' 

Even before ascending the throne in 1753 he, as 
the right-hand man of his father, the Thakore Sahib 
Haloji, had e'ctended the boundaries of the State. 
After his succession he might have stretched his terntory 
to the Arabian Sea for but the resistance organized by 
Amarji, the resourceful Nagar Dewan (Prime Minister) 
of the Muslim Nawab ofjunagadn 

During the later year of his hie he concentrated 
his attention upon con>olidating the gams he had made. 
He stationed at the outposts barons who could deal 
.swiftly with invaders The men who thus helped him 
to make his dominions safe against aggression might 
have proved troublesome had they been permitted to 
hve in idleness in the capital 

Internal peace was safeguarded by strengthening the 
ramparts enclosing a village Guards were posted m. 
each kotha (guard house) built over the gate leading into 
the settlement, ready to grapple with any intruder 
who might dare to disturb the rural peace 

Kumbhoji was as great a statesman as he was a 
tactician To keep himself informed as to what was 
happening in the remotest comers of his territory lie 
used to steal out of his fort, clad in the coarse home- 
spun ivom by the kheduls (peasants). 

One day as he -was returning after such an excursioa 
he came upon a cultivator driving a cart loaded wjtn 
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liouschoH and personal effects. Evidently the fellow 
was removing from one place to another. 

It had been raining for days and the road was 
•deeply rutted. The wheels of the Iicavy cart had 
sunk in the mud up to the iiubs. Hard though the 
■oxen pulled, it would not move. 

The peasant, not recognizing the Thakore Sahib, 
asked him for help. Without hesitating Kumbhoji lent 
iim a hand. Stooping, he exerted his immense strength 
and lifted the cart out of the mire. 

As the two sat side by side resting after their exer- 
tions, the Thakore Sahib wished to know where the 
fellow was going. The man broke out into a frenzy 
of imprecations. He cursed Gondal and everybody 
connected with it. Finding this neighbours troublesome 
and the officials rapacious, he was shifting to another 
State where he expected to be treated more justly. 

Kumbhoji judged, from his appearance, that he 
was thrifty, hard-working, honest and manly — just the 
sort of subject he liked to have — and felt loath to lose 
him. He therefore tried to turn aside his wrath with 
;sofi words and to persuade him to go back to his old 
home. 

. But the man %vas thoroughly soured. He would 
not be dissuaded. 

Finally, losing patience Kumbhoji exclaimed : 

“ Very well, go. The next time your cart gets 
stuck in the mud, see if the Raja of your new State 
wll help you to lift it out.*’ 

For the first time the peasant realized who is 
leaVty was and widi whom he had heen permitted 
to converse as an equal. Contrite, he turned his oxen 
back towards the village he had been quitting. Soon 
afterwards all his wrongs were redressed. 

On another occasion Kumbhoji noticed that a. 
cultivator who was conveying the State share of his 
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produce to the oHicial store-house was dnnne a joXc- 
of very emaciated o'^cn Calling him to his side he. 
asked lie had permitted his bullocks to get into 
such a decrepit condition 

farmer replied that he tvas so poor tliat he 
cliot^Id not properI> feed his wfc and children, let alone 
Uie oxen The Tiiakorc Sahib sent him home with 
the injunction not to come again until he could come 
in a cart drawn b> a yoke of oxen as strong of those of 
Jus neighbours 

Tile oflTcnIs were aghast Tliey had never heard 
ol revenue being remitted on such grounds 

Tlie Ruler, notiang their consternation, cxplamed 
that his strength lay in the prosperity of his 
^^^di strong, well-fed animals, the Cirmer 
would be able to grow larger crops and the treasury, 
in the long run, would bendfit through the increase 
snare of the gram it could rccene 

The prophecy came true to the letter The culti- 
vator returned, three years later, w^th bullocks and 
produce tliat amazed the officers 

Kumbboji that one day he came upon 
a vaghari * woman with all her belongings on Jier 
Jicad, gomg away from a \iUagc in the Dhoraji district. 
Apprehensive that she was m trouble, he asked her 
what v\as the matter 


She rolled that she was a seller of bacal tooth- 
broshes Taking offence at something she had done, 
tbe patel (headman) of her Milage had ordered her to 
clear out 


The Thakore Sahib bade her return home Send- 
ing tor xh^paiel he took him to task for having ill treated 
tne VNoman It was no crane, he declared, for a woman 
toothbrushes Her prof^ion was humble,- 
but she performed a necessary function in the villager 

• hard) tube, gcacrally of nomad c dupot t on 

108 



and since shcwas a useful member of the community, sh& 
should be encouraged and helped, not oppressed and 
driven a\vay 

Kumbhoji lived m a fort built on the left bank 
of a small stream— the Sufra — flowing tlirough a fertile 
tract, alongside a small settlement — Dhoraji, now the 
largest town m Gondal It served as his residence 
and also as the civil and military nerve-centre of his 
Principality 

“ Navachauki'' they called the castle, jVao mean 
“ nine ” and chauki “ guards ” To enter the fort one 
had to pass guards mounted at nine posts and nine 
times run the risk of being challenged and stopped 

The stream alongside which this castle stood has 
recently been diverted as a part of a costly scheme of 
town improvement It is nevertheless possible to 
visualize the pretty sight that tlic round-bastioned pile 
must have made as it was reflected m the waters oT 
the rivulet when it was full 

The principal chamber in the apartments occupied 
by the Raja was richly decorated by artists of those 
days Every inch of the wall space was covered with 
mythological figures painted in yellow and black on a 
dark red background 

One of Its windows to-day looks upon a lane 
leading from the riverside gate of the castle On the 
left IS a mosque used as a place of worship largely 
by Memons and Bohrahs — Muslims noted for their 
mercantile acumen and enterprise The gods and 
goddesses of the Hindu Ruling Dynasty are enshrined 
within the fort, almost under the shadow of the minarets 
from, wboch. the cilh frie tHwes. 

the followers of the Prophet ot Islam to pray 

In this place, on October 24, 1865, the subject 
of this memoir was bom Birth in such surroundings 
was of happy augury to one destined to rule over a 
population of diverse races and creeds 
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The father of the boy — the Tiiakorc Saliib Slircc 
Sagranjec— was fifth in descent from the founder of the 
Gondal House. He was a remarkable man. ^Vith the 
strength of a giant he combined the gentle^ spirit of 
a saint. Many stories arc current illustrative of his 
Teindness towards erring humanity. 

It is related, for instance, that on one occasion 
a goldsmith was at work in the Palace making orna- 
ments. The Rani Sahiba kept untiring watch over 
him lest he might steal some of the gold in which he 
was setting precious stones. • Compelled to absent 
herself for a few minutes, she asked her husband to 
take her place and, knowing his indulgent nature, 
cautioned him. to be on the alert. 

The goldsmith was a shrewd man. Feeling sure 
that the Thakorc Sahib would do nothing that would 
get into trouble, he brazenly abstracted a lump of 
gold and secreted in about Ins person. 

Upon lier return the Rani Sahiba inquired if the 
goldsmith had been working “all riglit,” ^vhile shc^, 
was gone. * 

“ Quite all right,’* was her husband’s response. 

The lady never learnt of the misdeed that had 
been committed in her absence. His Highness pre- 
ferred to lose a little gold rather than injure the man 
by revealing his theft. 

Sagramjee was persuaded, a few years after com- 
ing to the throne, to permit his son, the Rajkumar 
Shree Prithiraj to govern the State in his name and 
leave him free to carry on his devotions without inter- 
ruption. The arrangement suited a man of his dispo- 
sition admirably. 

Prithiraj was a typical Rajput of that day — high- 
spirited, fond of sports and interested in affairs of state. 
Judged by the standards of those times he ,had received 
a good education and was refined in his manners. 
His ambitious mother — ^Bai Shree Ramba had him 
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affianced to three Kathiawar princesses blongmg to 
important ruling families The triple ivedding cele- 
brated \Mth great pomp, cost the State Rs 4,50,000. 

Unfortunately the airangcment could not last. 
Tirst the Rani Sahiba, without whose manosvunng 
Prithiraj would never have become the dc facto Ruler 
of the State, died In 18C4 the young man himseir 
passed away without leaving issue 

Complications Followed Prithiraj’s death Segram- 
jee found it necessary to go to Bombay to straighten 
out one of these tangles While there he was taken 
suddenly ill and passed away on December 14, 1869 

As related earlier, a little less than four years 
prior to his death a son had been born to him The 
mother of this Kumar was Shree Monghiba Sahiba, the 
daughter oFJhala Sartanjee of Minapur, whom Sagram- 
jee had married after the Ram Ramba’s death 

She was of a deeply religious nature, yet her feet 
firmly planted upon the earth Descended from a 
long line of warrior princes, she had been taught to 
regard the weal of the people as her weal — their woe 
as her woe 

She had an abiding faith m Vedantic philosophy, 
especially as it was expounded by Swami Narayana 
This holy man had been born in Upper India, not 
far from Ayodhya, imperishably associated m the 
Hindu mind with Shree Ramachandra, believed to 
have been descended from Surya, (the Sun god) 
Orphaned before he had entered his teens, he wandered 
from one sacred place to another, learning Sanskrit 
and through it the various systems of philosophy evolved 
in India since the misty mom of civilization 

By the time he had made his way to Kathiawar 
he was advanced in life and acclaimed as a man oP 
great learning and piety Followers flocked to him. 
from northern and western India 
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Almost to his dying day he spent the best part 
of the year travelling about the country preaching 
ethics and inspiring every one ivlio heeded his words 
to lead a hfe of rectitude The essence of the faith 
inculcated by this modern rtsht (sage) was purity of 
conduct. 

So strict were the rules governing the monastic 
order he founded that the monks were prohibited 
from having any dealings of whatever kind ivith any 
woman They were not permitted to possess money 
even for religious or charitable purposes They 
obliged to beg for their food and to receive it m a 
wooden bowl, of which they were allowed to possess 
but one All eatables were to be jumbled together 
and water was to be sprinkled upon them, so as to 
make them unpalatable 

As a follower of Swaini Narayana, Bai Shre® 
Mongiba led a simple life, even though she dsvelt m J 
palace She rigorously curtailed her needs and devoted 
herself to religious exercises and good deeds 

Her association with holy men had so broadened 
her intellectual horizon that her views particularly 
regarding women, were far in advance of her time 
She thought that it was silly to look upon education 
as the exclusive privilege of men merely because they 
were the bread-winners of the family As the mothers 
of the nation women, she felt, had an important function 
to fulfil in society and their minds should, therefore^ 
be enlightened, if for no other purpose than to enable 
them to discharge their conjugal and maternal res- 
ponsibilities 

She took keen interest in a school named after h^r 
-established in Gondal m January 1858, for imparting 
instruction to girls It was the first institution of i** 
Tind in the whole of Kathiawar which, as will be shown 
Jater, was particularly backward in educational matters 

Owing to the ignorance that prevailed Jt vw** 
deared that little use would he made of the lacihtics 
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provided at the Shree Mongiba School, as it was named. 
Persons belonging to the genteel classes who might 
^vell have been expected to set the example, were 
indifferent towards education They also believed in 
keeping their women “ behind the curtain The 
enlightened attitude of the first lady of the State however 
disarmed suspicion 

This Ram bore only two children, the Rajkumari 
Shree Majirajba, who, in conformity with the custom 
was married at a tender age to the Thakore Sahib 
of Bhavnagar, and Shree Bhagvat Sinhjee The name 
given to the boy reflected her deeply religious nature 

Shree Gunatitananda — a saint belonging to the 
order founded by Swarm Narayana — suggested, at her 
request, “ Bhagvat Prasad,** meaning “ Gift of God ** 
It was altered to Bhagvat Smhjee to suit dynastic 
requirements 

Sinha (lion) is used as a surname by many fitting 
clans in India Jee ’* serves as an honorific suffix 

Bhagvat Sinhjee inherited from his father physical 
endurance which enabled him to put forth prodigious 
exertions even at an age regarded in India as old 
and his broad charity towards human frailties He 
owed to his mother the financial genius, the love for 
extreme simplicity of living and the deep regard for 
all sentient creatures that have characterized him. 
throughout his life 

The Government of Bombay fixed August 25, 1884, 
as the date for handling over the administration of the 
State to Bhagvat Sinhjee Sir James Fergusson, who, 
with the unanimous consent of his Councillors, had 
ordered the transfer, was, much to his regret, prevented 
by other duties from being present He deputed 
Colonel E tV tVbst to represent him 
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AN ACCOUNT OF TWENTY FIVE YEAR 5 RULE Of THE 
LATE SIR EHACVAT SINH;EE 

Monarchs who h\c to complete a quarter of a 
century’s rule generally mark tlic occasion with jubila- 
tion Wearing rose-tinted glasses, (hey sit on high 
pedestals and make tlie exents in winch they takepndc 
whirl past them in an ostentatious procession from 
xxhich ever) thing untoward that may Iiavc occurred is 
ngidly c\cludcd 

Sometimes it happens however that a ruler who 
has passctl tlie ixscnty-fifth milestone of lus reign is 
capable of turning Ins ga 2 c inwards He examines the 
record of Ins administration m a detached manner, 
much as a surgeon docs his patient's symplonis “e 
does not ignore, or even undervalue, his achievement, 
nor docs he shut his eyes to things left undone or that 
might Inve been done better 

The completion of a quarter of a century of ndj 
was to Blmgvat Smhjec, with his highly developed 
faculty for introspection, not a moment for exultauon 
but a time for prater and ihouglit He fervently 
thanked Providence for carrying his State and In”' 
through years of tribulation and took stock of his 
administration to determine the nature and scope oi 
the reforms that he might effect for his people’s benefit 

He had an infallible standard by which to gauS® 
the record of his 25 years* rule On the tlireshold ol 
power he, of Ins own motion, had solemnly proniisea 
that 

(1) life and propert) m the State should be 
protected , 

(2) justice and order should prevail , 

(3) the agricultural classes should be permitted 
to enjo) the fhiits of their labour , 

(■ar) the merchants shou d be enabled to reap the 
fullest benefit from trade , 
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(5) Toicls should be improved and other commu- 
nications Tacihtatcd , 

(6) education should be encouraged , 

(7) ProMsion should be made for the sick poor. 

(8) He Ind also given an undertaking that 
the study of the needs of his people ivould 
be his chief care , and that 

(9) their contentment and happiness would be 
his chief reward 


Throtvn into a sea heaving with mountanous 
bilious of flattery, he Iiad schooled himself to take a 
calm, prudent measure of the situation with uhich he 
was confronted As will he apparent from a speech that 
will be dealt nith a little later, he knew that while 
he had made considerable progress towards Ins sclf- 
^pointcd destination, he yet had a long ^vay to go 
The objective, in fact, seemed to him to recede as lie 
advanced towards it for as he grew older and acquired 
experience his ideas and ambitions developed and he 
found It increasingly difficult to satisfy himself 

His people however, knew liow better off they 
were on August 25, 1909, than they had been 25 yearn 
earlier They also could compare their own condition 
with that of their nciglibours and find great satisfaction 
in making that comparison The completion of a 
quarter of a century’s reign by their Ruler was there- 
fore a moment of unalloyed joy for them 


A committee of influential citizens was formed 
months earlier, to organize the festival in a manner 
belittii^ the occasion Mr Bezonji was invited to come 
from Rajkot, where he was devoting his time and 
money lo succouring the poor and needy, to serve as 
c ^ body Having seen the Thakore 

iamb develop from a novice into an energetic, efficient 
Ruler, strict m exacting work but considerate, ap- 
picciative and kmd towards the humblest of his em- 
plo>ees, he was only too happy to answer the summons 
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It was decided by the committee that while August 
25 would be observed as a holiday throughout the 
State and celebrations %\ould be held at that time, 
the chief functions of festivity would be postponed 
until the last ^veek of October, when Bhagvat Sinhjee 
would enter the 40th year of his life At their request 
October 24, 25 and 26 were to be devoted to this 
purpose 

The rejoicings began on August 25 at sunrise, 
with the firing of a salute of 25 guns — one for each 
year’s lule At eight o’clock candied sugar was dis- 
tributed to all the school children in the State At 
noon the inmates of the Bai Sahib Ba Asylum and 
the Bhagvat Sinhjee Orphanage were feasted A rich 
repast was served to the prisoners in the Gondal jail 
through the thoughtfulness of Sheth Nurmahmad Ah- 
mad, and poor persons were provided with food by the 
Hindu and Muslim merchants 

At two o’clock in the afternoon the State officials 
went to the “ Huzur Bungalow ” to offer congratulations 
to His Highness A long procession, consisting of 
people professing various futlis, carrying flags and pen- 
nons and headed by a band, followed them His 
Highness, accompanied by his consort and children, 
received them and thanked them heartily for their 
good wishes 

The capital was brilliantly illuminated at night 
His Highness, with Ins family, drove through the 
streets in the State carnage They were greeted every- 
where by enthusiastic crowds who loudly cheered them 
As they passed, well-to do persons th^e^v silver coins 
and women standing in the balconies of their houses 
showered flo\veis and rice upon them in conformity 
with custom half as old as time 

The Hindus m the temples, the Jams m their 
upashrqyas and the Muslims m their mosques, were, 
at the same time, invoking God to bless their Ruler 
■willi long life and happiness As the royal equipage 

119 



Whenever you think to purchase 
Silk! 


IXSrST I OR 


GEORGETTE, SATTIN & CREPE 


PREPARED BY 

ABDUL KARDI SILK 31 ILLS, 

144, Dharavi Road, 

BOMBAY No. II. 

Tele : 09065 


Selling Agents : 

V. CHflTURBHUJ & CO., 

Mtilji Jetha Marl^ei, Krishna Chawk, 
BOMBAY 2. 

25840. Telegram; “VICICO'’ 


proceeded at a snail’s pace, it was stopped by repre- 
sentatives of the various sections of the community 
at their respective places of worship and floral and 
other offerings ivere made to them At the Nilkanth 
temple the Brahmans who had assembled there recited 
appropriate Vedic hymns Crowds of cheering people 
followed His Highness m his progress through the town 

The joy of the people was augmented by the boons 
announced m the Durban Gazette issued that morning. 
The most important among them was the abolition 
of customs duties It removed the only fetter that 
hampered trade While of direct advantage to mer- 
chants, Its benefits were calculated to percolate to 
the humblest Gondali 

Bfiayats and Mulgrastas were freed from the payment 
of debts due to the State ofa date prior to Samvat 1900, 
(1884 A D ) about which no special orders had been 
passed 

Jivaidar^T holdings had previously been liable to 
forfeiture in case they died without leaving a son 
In future, in such cases, if a Jwaidar left a uterine 
brother, thejivai would descend to the latter, provided 
he resided in Gondal territory in conformity with his 
status 

State servants were given increments m their 
salaries 

All holders of charitable grants were given one 
month’s allowance 

Cultivators were relieved of the obligation to pay 
the instalment of land revenue due m January 1910 

Each prisoner was remitted one tiventy fifth of his 
term, of imprisonment The period of life imprisonment 
was thereafter to be counted as 25 years 

To encourage higher education, an annual prize 
ofRs 600 was promised to any girl passing the matri- 
culation examination from any of the Gondal schools , 
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and any Gondali boy ^vho, after completing his studied 
in a school in the Slate, obtained a professional quali- 
fication during any year, ^\as to be given Rs 1,000 

Each member of His Higlinesa’ family received a 
present of Rs 5,000 

The cclcbrilions on August 25 \scre however 
only a foretaste of those that ^\erc to take place b\o 
months Inter Procession after procession passed through 
the streets on their nay to the “ Huzur Bungalow 
to offer their felicitations to His Highness The most 
important among them consisted of the Hindu Malia 
jans , the Muslim Jamat » officials, Kumars of the 
Grasia College carrying banners , students of the Seg 
ramjec High School , Cavalry , foot police , and the 
State band It was joined, en rouU, by His Highness 
the Maharaja Sahib ofBhavnagar, who had armed at 
10 am on that day and had been received at the railway 
station by the Thakore Sahib, the Yovnraja, State 
officials and members of the Reception Committee 
\shich had specially invited him A guard of honour 
and a band had been in attendance and a salute 
eleven guns ivas fired as he alighted from the tram 
Accompanied by an escort of the Body-Guard, he had 
been conducted to the residence provided for him near 
the “ Huzur Bungalow ” 

Shree Lakhajee Raj, The Thakore Sahib of Rajkot, 
also specially invited by the people, arrived by motot* 
a couple of hours later 

At four o’clock in the afternoon on the 25th of 
October, the ceremony of presenting the peoples 
Address took place 

A shamiana had been specially constructed m the 
octagon between the Grasta College and the Thakore 
Sahib’s statue The streets and buildmgs m th^‘ 
vicinity were decorated The principal arch was made 
of evergreens and floivers and bore on the one side 
inscnpuon The Ruler of the Taxless People, »Vel- 
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come,” and on the other the words “ Happy People, 
Happy Ruler ” 

The approaches to the shamiana were densely 
crowded Over 4,000 persons packed the pavilion to its 
utmost capacity long before 4-30 P M — the hour fixed 
for the presentation They included the visiting Rulers, 
officials, Bhqyats, Mulgrasiasy Jiiaidars, cultivators, Hindu 
and Muslim merchants, other notabilities and news- 
paper representatives 

Her Highness the Rani Sahiba, accompamed by the 
Yuvaraj, the Yuvarajni, the Princess Bakunverba and 
the Princess Leilaba, arrived by car at exactly four 
o’clock and were conducted to the dais Immediately 
after them came the Maharaja of Bhavnagar and 
the Thakore Sahib of Rajkot, escorted by the Gondal 
Body-Guard Received with the salutes and other 
honours that were their due, they were given seats 
near the members of the Royal Family They were 
foUo\\ed by Kumar Shree Ravat Khachar of Jasdan 
and his daughter 

A deputation consisting of the President of the 
Central Committee, had, in the meantime, gone to 
the “ Huzur Bungalow” to invite His Highness 
Without keeping them waiting even for a moment, 
lie, escorted by the Body Guard, started and reached 
the shamiana at 4-15 pm A salute of eleven guns 
was fired and a guard of honour drawn up with the 
State band at the entrance presented arms 

People showered flowers on the Thakore Sahib as 
he moved towards the dais Raja and commoner rose 
and remained standing until he took his seat 

The Address read by Mr Bezonji recounted, in 
simple language, His Highness’ achievements during the 
past twenty five years Since much of the ground has 
been covered in the chapters that have preceded this. 
It IS necessary only to direct attention to the salient 
passages contained in it 
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It pointed out that His Highness liad faithfully 
lived lip to the undertaUng that he had given 25 years 
earlier. In consequence great progress had been made 
in Gondal. 

(1) Security of life and property had increased 
50 per cent. 

(2) The heels of law and justice ran smoothly 
and speedily in the law courts. 

(3) The agricultuiisls had been given the right 
of ownership in their houses and of alienating their 
occupancy riglits in land. Land revenue totalling 
Rs. 17,25,000 had been remitted. 

The number of wells had been doubled. The 
Veil Irrigation and Water Works and the Pancli 
Irrigation Lake, costing Rs. 12,30,000 had protected 
Gondal subjects from famine and disease. 

(4) Every facility had been given to develop 
trade. Among the taxes abolished were import and 
octroi duties 

(5) One liundred miles of new, spacious roads 
had been added. 

Railways had been considerably extended at a 
cost oCRs- 38,00,000. 

Gondal and Dhoraji had been connected by tele- 
phone with most of the villages 

Many buildings had been erected in the capital 
-and principal towns The various works of public 
utihty had cost B.S 1,50,00,000, 

{^') The number of schools had risen from 65 to 
108 ; the number of boys attending them from 3,230 to 
7,962 , the number of girls from 217 to 783 , teachers’ 
salaries from Rs, 13,000 to Rs 75,000 , and the average 
.annual educational expenditure from the State Treasury 
■from Rs 11,000 to Rs 61,000 Facilities had been 
provided for secondary education 
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(7) Tlie medical staff had been increased b) 40 
per Cent , the number of patients treated bv 50 per 
cent and the number of surgical operations b) 50 
per cent 

(S) The people c\prcss«I their deep gratitude to 
the Tahlore Sahib for making them contented and 
happN ’ The\ ackaoulcdged that 

(9) he had “e\er made himself accessible to aU 
classes ” The “ kindness, courtesx and patience Mhicn 
had m\’anabU characterized hi> intercourse ivith them 
and the s^mpath^ \nth their best mterests «o emmentlv 
displa\ed in his admimstraoon ’ ‘ had left a deep and 
lasting impre^ion upon their hearts * 

ThcA also took occasion to express their lo\e 
lo\’al de\ ouon to Her Highness the Ram Sahiba She 
had * ^%on a warm comer in their hearts b> her 5 %"^ 
pathetic and kind nature, her pict\ , her efibrts in the 
cause of ts'omeiis education, her htenm gifts 
her philanthrop) that refused to be deflected b^ du 
tincdons of caste, creed or race The> could 
lhc> declared, * fbrget the deep interest and peiWU" 
trouble «hc took m alleiiaung the sufferings of the 
famine stricken in the dire famine of 1 900 ** 

The^ also eulogized the Ymaraja Shree Bhojrojj^ 
i>ho had, ihc^ declared, “ alrcad\ ivon their affectionate 
regard b\ his sxmphcid, amiabilid and urbamt' 

The Addres was presented in a sil\ er casket of 
exquisite Cutch l^o^k Inunediatel) afterwards anotl^^ 
Address, also enclosed m a casket was presented b> 
reprc-entamcs of Gondalis residing m Burma 

The ThaLorc Sahib smcerclv appreciated t^ 
warmth of tlie tribute paid him b\ ius ‘ belo'w 
people and the hearrv good Avishes for continuw 
health and prospentv avtended to him He 
<aid, “\er^ deeph touched h\ the tone of sincere 
Io\‘aln per\ading jt and bv the good wishes 
appreciative ienn> in which thev had referred ^9 
Her Highness and the Heir Apparent 



No part of the Address had been more welcome 
to him than the one m which he had been told that 
his people were happy and contented His highest 
ambition had been to secure their contentment and 
happiness ” Their assurance that he had succeeded in 
that effort would strengthen him in his further en- 
deavours in those directions 

In his modesty he added that he could “ sec no 
end to the path of progress The ideal appeared to 
him to be difficult of attainment Still he intended 
to “ follow the path keeping the ideal constantly in 
view Appreciation of one’s effort in that direction, 
was no small encouragement in the march, but the 
rate of progress really depended on the amount of 
co-operation receiv ed from the people ” 

Like a father talking to his children, he exhorted 
the officials and the people to unite in preventing 
any disturbing clement from obstructing peaceful pro- 
gress Smooth and harmonious action could, he warned 
them, “ be secured only by co ordination of different 
factors and by defining the sphere of each in such a 
way that one would not overlap of interfere with the 
other ” 

He had delimitated the respective spheres of 
action of the State and the citizens “ The business off 
the State is to clear the ground by removing obstructions 
and to provide facilities,” he told them But “ deve- 
lopment of the various branches of art, industry and 
commerce as well as social reform must rest with the 
people ’ 

His Highness gratefully alluded to the fact that 
Wi vViC Ntiditas vVxaV Viad been preserned no inentiDn 
had been made of any shortcomings Perhaps, he 
remarked, they were among those gifted persons who 
realized “ that criticism without knowledge of all 
the facts was not of much value ’ In making that 
statement he did not mean to sugge'st that his adminis- 
tration had been free from defects No human in- 
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:stUut!on could be perfect He clitl mean liouc'cr 
that c\cr) net of administration hid behind it the 
tlcsirc to do good to the public Considerations of 
.1 personal mliire Ind not awa\cd Iiirii in forrnulatin? 
oraxtciiiing an^ policy* during tiic quarter of a century 
of his stesvardship 

He tlnnkcd thcofficnh^\lio had loyally co operated 
drning the complex machinery of ndniinisliatioii and 
solemnly alTirmcd tint 

“ the interests of my dear subjects arc 
deeply embedded m my heart and the prosperity oF 
Gondal and the happiness of my people 
ahsays been, and \m 11 ever remain, the paramount 
consideration to the end of my time ” 

At the close of lus reply, the Msumg Rajas con 
gratulated Inm m well-cJiostn phrases , and po^ 
recited compositions m Sanskrit, Gujarati, Hindi and 
English Mulgrasi.a Vakhat Sinhjec Gagjibini ofBhi 
mora announced that m honour of the occasion he had 
remitted to Ins tenants one-fourth of the land assessment 
they oMcd him and expressed his readiness to lay dossn 
liis life, if occasion arose, in the service of his overlord 
At niErht His Higlincss drove through tlie brilliantly 
illuminated streets Everywhere enthusiastic crowds 
greeted him with loud cheers 

The Thakorc Sahib of Limbdi, who had been 
unable to reach Gondal on the Jubilee day, arrived on 
the 2G, along witli the Yuvaraja and the chief ofBcerS 
of his State He was accorded all the honours due 
to his rank and was escorted to the Guest House 

The night ol the 26 vvn.s celebrated with a 
nificent display of fireworks on the left bank of the 
Gondh, opposite the Grasia College At the close 
of the pyrotechnics the Afaharaja of Bhavnagar lew 
Gondal by a special train 

A torch light procession half a mile long 
ibrmed at eleven o’clock by the Kumars of Gracia 
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College and the students of the Sagramjee High School, 
carrying toichcs and flags It started from the Grasia 
College and escorted the Thakore Sahib^s carnage, 
which also contained tlic other members of the Royal 
Family and the Thakore Sahib of Limbidi, to the “Huzur 
BungaloNv ” Marching to the strains of music, it ivas 
joined by thousands of persons who fell m step with it 
as It passed 

On Its way through the brightly lit and densely 
thronged streets the carnage was stopped at almost every 
door while Bhagvat Smhjce’s “ dear people ” presented 
him with attar and pan^ garlanded him and showered 
gold and silver flowers and coins on him The garlands 
and bouquets were so heaped around him that he 
could hardly be seen It took the procession five 
hours to cover less than a mile , and the palace was 
not reached until four o’clock the next morning 

A fair was held near His Highness’ statue during 
the three days of the Jubilee celebrations The town 
remained decorated and was illuminated each night 
Everyday social functions of one kind or another 
breakfast, garden, evening and supper parties — were 
organized 

The united Mahomedan Jamats of the State invited 
the Thakore Sahib, his family and friends to be their 
guests for the three days of the celebration The 
invitation was accepted and the hospitality was lavish 

Bhagvat Sinhjee also received from his subjects 
and admirers many tokens of their esteem, mostly 
articles made of silver So deeply touched was he by 
these demonstrations ofloyalty and affection that he sent 
out the following message 

“ The enthusiasm with which my beloved 
people and others have celebrated my Silver Jubilee 
mroughout the State on the 24, 25, and 2G of 
October, 1000, and the spontaneous demonstra- 
tions of loyalty and attachment have produced 
h deep pression upon my mind I earnestly 
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hope thM tile muuul fcclmg? evinced during 

I hose davs rna) continue for ever 

Telegram' and letters of congratulauoii nerc 
received b> His Highnc&s from numerous friends and 
wcll-vsjshcrs m various pirls of India and abroad, 
including Sir George Cl irkc (aftcnv'nrds the Lord 
S)dcnhnm of Combe), then the Govcnior of Bomba>' 
and the Maharaja GacLwar ofBaroda 

The Silver Jubilee was spccnll> marked b) nume- 
rous donations to encourage education On October 2i 
the Maharaja of lllnvmgar, uho had presided at a 
prize distribution at the Mongiba Girls’ ScJiooI, an- 
nounced the foundation ol an annual prize of Rs 50 
to be awarded to the girl passing first in the liigh^*^ 
class at the annual evamination It was to take the 
form of a gold neck ornament with a locket bearing th® 
cffig> of his consort — Her Highness the Ram Saliihi 
SUrcc Nandkunverba 

On the same occasion Mr Narsmhbhai Harjivoitt 
Dave distributed prizes worth Rs JOO and Ins son 
Prabhashankar deposited 30i>, the interest fm^ 
which wois to be used for providing books and 
materials to deserving girls 

The Thakore Saliib ofLimbi presided at the annual 
distribution of prizes to succcsslul Kumars of the 
College held in the College Hall on August 2G Tc' 
wards the close of tlic ceremony he announced the 
establishment of a scholarehip of Rs 15 per montuj 
to be called after his eldest son, the Yuvaraja Slire^ 
Digv ijay Sinhjee, who had commenced his school career 
at the Grasia College It was to be given to the Grasia 
K.umar who, after finishing his course at that institution, 
took Up agricultural studies He further promised to 
give Rs 1,000, the interest frornwhich was to beutilizca 
ibx prizes it? the siudents of tlic 

Grasia College on the 23 of August 

At the end of a party given m Kailas Bagb oji- 
October 29 the united Hindu Alahajans of Goftdah 
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Dhoraji and Upleta announced through their host 
(Sheth Panachand Naranji of Gondal), that in com- 
memoration of the Silver Jubilee an annual prize would 
he given from the interest of Rs 2,500, to a Hindu 
student of the State standing highest at any of the 
drawing examinations of the Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy 
School of Art Sheth Tribhovandas Dhanji of the 
Bhayavadar Ginning Factory endowed the Bhayavadar 
schools with Rs 500 for the purpose of founding prizes 
for the boy and girl standing first at the annual exami- 
nations ol the Taluka School and the Girls’ School 
respectively They were to be known as the “Shree 
Bhagvat Smhjee Silver Jubilee Prizes” 

The people had collected Rs 75,000 as a thanks- 
giving ottering, to be spent as His Highness saw fit 
The idea was to erect a building that would take the 
form of a permanent memorial and Sir George Clarke 
was invited to lay the foundation*stone during his 
forthcoming tour of Kathnwar early m 1910 

His Excellency arrived m Gondal on January 26 
and was shown every place of interest When he 
reached the spot near the railway station where the 
Silver Jubilee Institute, as it was then named, was to 
be built, he found that a large shamtam had been pitched 
for the ceremony 

Mr Bezonji explained that the memorial was meant 
as the people’s tribute to the Thakore Sahib for the 
enlightened manner in which he had been carrying on 
the administration and the way m which he had “tried 
his best to promote the prosperity and social advance- 
ment of his subjects ” All the beneficent measures 
introduced in his State during the last quarter of a 
century bore the stamp of his personality 

His Excellency made many appreciative references 
to the Thakore Sahib in the address he delivered in 
lading the foundation stone One could not,” lie 
said, “drive through this beautiful city without feeling 
that a watchful c>c had been upon ita public institutions 
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for years and tliat, indeed, c\cryllnntT possible bad 
been done to promote the hcaltli and prosperity oi 
the people,’^ In his estimation Bhag\al Sinlyee had 
shoAvn “uliat could be done by an cniiglitcned and 
able Clnef when relieved from the great expense oi 
Iiaving to defend liimsclf’* 

Sir George Clarke felt that the Jubilee Institute 
would “do much to promote the welfare and enlighicn- 
mcnl of the people of Gonclal ” He iruslcd that the 
Committee would not forget tlic technical and industrial 
aspect of the institution He believed “thoroughly 
in the value of teclinical education not merclj m 
promoting industry but m its practical value m acting 
as a check to the speculative philosophy of which there 
is so much in India ” 

After long and anxious thought His Highne^ 
decided that the money collected by the people could 
best be spent upon building and equipping a modem 
workshop where many articles tlien being imported into 
the State could be manufactured, and that vsould creat® 
employment for his people and endow them with skill 
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H. H. THE MAHARAJA. SAHEB OF IDAR 

I DAR is a first class State in the Rajputana States’ 
Agency and is popularly called NANI MAR WAR 
as since the 11th century three successive dynasties 
of its Rulers have come from Marwar in Rajputana. 

The Ruling Family belongs to the same illustrious 
Rathor family as Jodhpur, (Forbes Ras Mala Vol. I, 
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THE MAHARAJ KUMAR SAHEB OF IDAR 


WHO At.SO HOLDS DEWAN S OFHCE 

number of step ueUs all o\cr the counir> Historicil 
evidence m the Punms goes to say that the tcrritor> 
was the residence of tuo demons Vattpi incl Ilu^n 
in D^vapar Vuga (Forbes Ras Mala p 2JI) As they 
destroyed tlie land >cr> much the great \gastyi Rj^hi 
killed them According to Bhavishyoinr Punm 
after 2212 years of Xah Yuga Jnd passed the territory 
svas for some time ruled by Kjng Vcni Vatsanj (forbts 
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Ras Mala, p 291) He is said to have been bom on 
the Idar Hills, his mother, who was the Rani of the King 
of Shrinagar at present situated in the State of Tehn 
Garhwal in the Himalayan Mountains having been 
brought to Idar by a monster bird while she was in the 
family way Veni Vatsaraj was ultimately persuaded 
by his Nag (serpent) wife to leave the country and the 
Taran Mata cave in the Taranga Hills is still pointed 
out as a place ivhere he entered the nether world 
(Forbes Ras Mala, p 291 ) 

Long after this i e , m the Cth century, Grahaditya, 
son of Shiladitya, acquired the territory of Idar from 
the Bhils after the sack of Vallabhipur by Arab invaders 
who killed Shiladitya and destroyed the city His 
descendants ruled for 200 years, but after that period 
Nagaditya, 8th in the line, was killed by Bhils in |A. D 
716 (Forbes Ras Mala, p 292) Nagaditya’s son 
Bapa Raval went to Marwar and Ins descendants still 
rule there (Forbes Ras Mala, p 292) After them 
came the Parihars from Mar\%ar They ruled the 
territory for nearly 300 years The last Chief of Idar, 
Maharaja Amarsinghji, arrayed himself on the side 
of Prithviraj Chauhan, the Delhi King against Shah 
buddm Ghon and died on the field with his brave 
Rajputs in 1103 A D (Forbes Ras Mala, p 292) The 
Raneezola Hill near Idar is still pointed out as the place 
where his Rams threw themselves from the precipice 
to save their honour (Forbes Ras Mala p 293) Hathi- 
sod, a Bhil servant of the deceased Chief ruled over the 
territory for some time but his successor Samalia sod 
having aspired for the hand of the daughter of his Nagar 
Minister, ivas killed by Rao Soningji a Rathod Prince 
of Marwad at the Minister s request for help Rao 
Sonmgji was a grandson of the mighty chief Raja 
Jeychand of Kanauj and younger brother of Rao Asthan- 
Ji> the founder of Jodhpur House who had settled at 
Pall \shen consequent on sack of Kanauj and defeat and 
death of his grandfather at the hand of Shahbuddin 
Ghon m 1193 94, his descendants migrated to Western 
Rajputana Rao Soningji thus came in possession of 
13u 
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Idar in A D , 124G and his descendants ruled over Idar 
for nearly 500 years (Forbes Ras Mala, p 294) These 
Rathod Raos were very brave and in their time the 
boundaries of the Idar State extended far beyond its 
present limits They have permanently left their 
stamp on. the land by building reservoirs, tanks, temples 
a large number of step-wells ^ ^ 


Rao Ghandrasmgh last in the line of Rao Somngji 
was a weak chief who was not able to control his Sardars 
and Ministers He left Idar m disgust and settled in 
the present State of Vyayanagar by treacherously 
killing the Thakore, his own father-in-law After a 
short period of mismanagement, Maharaj Anandsinghji 
of Jodhpur, took possession of their ancestral kingdom 
of Idar m A D 1731 (Forbes Ras Mala, p 427) The 
Idar State has thus continued to be in possession of the 
present Rathod House for the last 700 years, t e ever- 
since 124G A D Daring this period there have been 
several occasions on which the families of Jodhpur and 
Idar have supplied inter se successive riders to both 
these States, thus maintaining the uninterrupted pos- 
session of these two principalities in the hands of the 
same dynasty, t e ivith the descendants of their ancestor 
Rao Jeychand of Kanauj Thus when Idar Gadi fell 
vacant after the migration of Rao Ghandersingh to 
Polo, Maharaj Anandsinghji, a Cadet of the Rathod 
dynasty of Jodhpur took possession of Idar in the year 
1731 A D , and later on in 1843 A D , when Maharaja 
Mansmghji ofjodhpur died without any issue, Maharaja 
Takhatsmghji, a younger scion of Idar, succeeded him 
to Jodhpur Gadi Still more recently when Maharaja 
Kesnsinghp’s minor son and successor Maharaia 
Knshnasinghji died in infancy, Major General Sir 
Pratapsinghji, a younger brother of Maharaja Jaswant- 
singhji ofjodhpur came over and succeeded to the Idar 
Gadi m 1901 AD, A reference to the Geneological 
Table of the Rulers of the States ofjodhpur and Idar 
will thus illustrate the truth of Colonel Tod s statement 
that “the Heir-apparent of Idar is the Heir presumptive 



of Jodhpur ” (Tod’s Rajasthan Para II, p 8J>, Annak 
of Manvar ) 

It will also be observed that Idar having been 
acquired m 1240 A D , by a scion of Jodhpur dynasty 
Its first and oldest branch It wll further be noticed 
from Its previous history that the Idar State had been 
enjoying the status of a separate and independent 3ang- 
dom under the Parihar Rajputs since Cth century A D 
before its acquisition by Rathod descendants of* Raja 
Jeychand As such it can easily claim to be one of the 
very few ancient Indian States which can trace their 
historj’ far back into the hoary anfiquit) and which 
having resisted successfully the onslaughts of time 
throughout these ages have maintained their existence 
and integrity upto the present day 

This State came into contact ivitJi ilic British 
Government in A D , at the fime of the settle- 

ment of the Mahi Kantln Agenev According to tlie 
report dated 2lst September 1821 of Major hhics the 
then Political Agent, hfahi Kantha, if ivas tlien, besides 
Klialsa Lands, composed of the defendnmes ‘Comprising 
the Putas of the Bhayats or relations of the Rajlia 
his Puttavuts or Pcittajaits, those of the former Raos of 
Idar the KooUe clueflaimhips tn their neighbourhood and 
ike district of Malpoor, Polo, Dania and Gudwara ” 

El en so late as 1 859 A D , according lo Major Wallace’s 
letter No 200 dated 12th April 1850 addressed b) him 
to Bombay Go\ eminent at the uiul of lus handing 
over the charge of this Stitc to the then Ruler on the 
termination of his minont>, **tke Maharaja of Idar had 
the poitrr of life and death throughout their temlorj and over 
ail persons ittl/un tl' All these principahlics conimued 
to form part of the Idar State praclicalK till 1877 A D , 
when some of them for Political reasons were tieiaclicd 
from it during the minoril) of ihc succeeding Ruler 
and attached to the Mchi Kaniha Agenev 

The present Ruler, His Highness Maliaraj Shrcc 
Himmat Singhji Sahib Bahadur, is the lOth Ruler of 
that House from Mahar^ya Anandsinglyi He is ihc 
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grandson of that illustrious soldier, the late Maharaja 
General Sir Pratap Singhji Sain and ascended the 
Gadi on the 14th April 1931 on the demise of his father 
Maharaja Sir Dowlat Smghji Sahib 

PERSONAL MATTERS CONCERNING THE PRESENT RULER 
AND H!S SMMEDIATE DESCENDANTS 

His Highness Maharaja Shree Himmat Singhji 
Sahib Bahadur ^vas born on 2nd September 1899 and 
as stated above ascended the Gadi on the 14th April 
1931 His Highness i%as educated at the Mayo College, 
Aimer, from \vhere he passed his Diploma Examination 
in the year 1910 and stood first among the successful 
candidates from all the Chief’s Colleges m India, winning 
^e Viceroy’s Medal He accompanied His late 
Highness Maharaja Sir Dowht Smghji to Europe when 
^e latter went to attend the Coronation of the King 
Etnperor in Lonodon His Highness also acted as a 
Fage to His Imperial Majesty at the time of Delhi 
Darbar of 1911-12 He is a keen sportsman and racing 
w his hobby His liorse, ‘Heritage 11’ won the then 
Blue Ribband of the Indian Turf , The Eclipse Stakes 
of India m 1937 

His Highness has two sons The elder one Maha- 
rajakumar Shree Daljit Smghji who is the Heir apparent 
Was born on 10 7 1917 and is at present 28 years of 
His Highness younger son Maharaja Kumar 
^ree Amar Smghji was born on 4 10 1919 His 
Highness has also one grandson who was born on the 
25th September 3 938 


WOTt 

1 The Maharaja Sahib is entitled to be received 
and visited by His Excellency the Viceroy 

2 The State enjoys the plenary powers 

3 The Capital of the State is Himatnagar 
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_ 4. The Population o4 the State including attached 
Units is 3,54,311 according to the Census oflSll. 

6. The area of die State including the attached 
units is 1905 sq, Miles. 

G. The gross income of the State including 
alienated jagir is about Rs. 55,00,000. 

7. Salule — 15 Guns. 
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LIMBDI 

L IMBDI is one of the Western India States enjoy- 
ing full powers of internal sovereignty. Maharana 
Shri Manguji second son of Shri Hrpal JDeo Makwana, 
was the founder of the Limbdi House and established 
his Gadi first at Jambu from where it was later removed 
to Shiani and finally to Limbdi, all of which places are 
within Limbdi territory. Limbdi is thus one of the 
original independent houses in Jhala dynasty. 

The State has 51 villages under its full jurisdiction 
at present. It oiv’es 34 Talukdari villages situated 
within the British Collectorate of Ahmedabad %vhich 
constitute what is known as the Khadol Barwala Mahal. 
Besides these 40 villages of a part of the Wadhwan- 
Bhoika Thana and 2 villages of the Rai-Sankli Taluka 
have been attached to the Limbdi State during June 
1943. The average annual income of the State cal- 
culated on the basis of the net income for the last five 
years is Rs. 7,00,000 inclusive of the income of its non- 
jurisdictional villages. 

His Highness Maharana Shri Digvijayasinghji 
expired at the age of 44, on the Gth January, 1941, leaving 
a minor son of only one year of age. An administrator 
has been appointed for the conduct of the Administra- 
tion of the State during the minority of the present 
Thakore Saheb Shri Chhatrasalji. 

Reforms : — With a view to securing an inceasing 
measure of association of the people with the administra- 
tion, a wholly elected ‘Shaher Sabha’ has been instituted 
in the To^vn of Limbdi and Village Punchayats, also 
wholly elected, has been organised in the jurisdictional 
villages. 

STATE OFFICIALS 

Administrator : J. p. Nicholson, O.B.E. 

High Co«r/:— Chief Judge: J. P. Nicholson, O.B.E 
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Judge; Bj\j Kumar Shri Patehsinghji, M.A., LL.B. 
(Cantab)j Bar-at-Law F.R.G.S. 

Guardian to the Afinor Tfmkore Sahebi Raj Kumar 
1§HRI Ghansiiyaiisinhji. 

Special Officer '. — Rao Saheb V. S, Trivedi, A.A., 

Chief Medical Officer:— JAvi. A. D. Popat, F.R.C.S. 
(Edin.) 

Accountant General: — ^Vinayakrao L, Chandoriker, 

B.A. 

Revenue Commissioner:— 'Bd\ub'h:i J. Jhala, B A. 

Munsiffi and First Class Afagistrote’.'-^AmntlvLi C. 
Mehta, B.A., LL.B. 

Superintendent of Police :: — Prabiiatsiniiji V. Jiiala. 
Headmaster : — ^Labhshanker V. Bdatt, BA. 


JAYANT TRADING CO. 

I EXPORTERS, IMPORTERS AND 

( COTTON MERCHANTS 

1 MA.KAGIAV AGE^'TS 

THE EXCELSIOR ELECTRIC LAMPS Ltd. 

I CHJCF AGEJ^'TS 

I THE CONCORD OF INDIA INSURANCE Co., Ltd. 

Telegrams ; Telephone No j 

I “DEACHtVAY” >^11/8. 

I Sir Viihaldas Chambers, 

'j 16, Apollo Street, 

( BOMBAY. 
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LUNAWADA 


L’ 


tEUT. H. H. Naharana Shri Virbhadrasinhji 
Rajaji Saheb of Lunawada. 


His Highness belongs to theillustrious clan of Solan- 
ki Rajputs and is a decendaut of Sidliraj Jaysinh Deo 
of Anhilwad Patan once the Emperor of Gujarat, 
Dutch and Kathiawar. 

Born\ — 1910. Ascended the Gadi : 1930. . 


Educated '. — At Mayo College, Ajmer. Underwent 
^lilitary Training at Dehra Dun and joined the Welch 
Re^ment some three years ago lor acquiring practical 
training in modern warfare. 

Married'. — In 1931, Maharani Saheb Shri Munher- 
kunverba, daughter of Capt. His Highness Maharana 
Raj Saheb Shri Sir Amarsinlyi, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., of 
Wankaner State. 

War Efforts: — The State contributes 6 per cent of 
the gross revenues to H. E. the Viceroy’s War Purposes 
Pund from the beginning of the War. Gash contribu- 
tions to this and other War ^Funds amount to 
Rs. 1,85,074-6-2. Investments in Defence Bonds and 
other war securities aggregate to Rs. 2,45,700. The 
State has supplied recruits for M. T. section and In- 
fantry. The Maharana Saheb also offered his personal 
services at the front. The Ladies’ Work Party started 
by Shri Maharani Saheba is doing very useful work 
and has sent articles worth Rs. 472-12-0, the .entire 
cost of which has been met by Hir Highness from her 
privy purse. National War Front work is also being 
^gorously carried on. The Maharana Saheb is an 
Hon. Colonel of Ranjit Infantry. A War Board con- 
stituted at the commencement of hostilities is doing 
useful work, by disseminating correct war information 
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and counteracting rumours. A corps of Civic Guards: 
has been raised and they are instructed in A.R.P., First 
Aid and Physical Training. 

No fees are levied in any of the Educational In- 
stitutions, either primary or secondary. Medical aid 
throughout the State is also given entirely free of charge. 
The State has rich forests and is considered a paradise- 
for shikaris. The tosvn of Lunawada, the Capital, 
is a railway station at a distance of 25 miles from 
Godhra on the B. B. & G. 1. Railway (Bombay-Delhi.) 
Route). The State abounds in very beautiful and 
charming natural sceneries. There is a pucca metalled 
road between Lunawada and Godhra and good roads 
exists between Lunawada and other important places- 

STATE COUNCIL 

Presidentx H. H. The Maharana Saheb. 

Dtwar Foreign & Political Member: A. P. Shah^ 

B.A., (Hons.) Advocate. 

Wazir and Home Member: Maharaj Pravinsinhji,. 

Popular Member: Rao Saheb O. G. Parikh. 

Chief Secreta^: N. K. Kanabar. 

JUDICIARY 

High Court Judge: N, N. Patwari, B.A., LL.B.,. 
Solicitor. 

District d? Session Judge: V. A. Mehta, B.A., LL.B. 

Nyayadhuh & F. C. Magistrate: G. H. Anandji- 
WALA, Bj\., LL.B. 

Other Principal Officers of the Stale. 

JVaib Dtwan: Maiiaraj Virvakramsinhji. 

Private Secretary: Sidubhai Kalubiial 

P. rr. D. Officer'. Musatieb C«atorsinhji. 

Police Superintendent ; S. M. Pandva. 

Chief Medical Officer : Dr. N. D. Shah, M.B.B.S. 
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Jtetenue Officer: A. R. Dave, B.A. 

Forest Officer: S. L. Dave. 

Head Master, S. K. Ui^ Sctiooh R. G. Modi, MA.. 
Survey Offcer: A. K. Patil\k. 

Band Master: U. I. Shaikh. 

Heir-apparent-. ''' ' . ’ * ’ ■' 

l)om on 14th 0( ■ ‘ -1 .*• ' 

rendrasinhji born < ‘ ' 

Shri Pushpendrasinhji bom on 3lst January*, 1937. 

Area of State: 388 sq. Miles. 

Population : 1 ,05 , 3 1 S. 

Reienue: Rs- 7,25,000. 

Dynastic Salute : 9 guns. 

•I THE I 
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FIRE LIFE ^ ACCIDENT MARINE 
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MANGROL 


Mangrol : Shaikh Mohamed Nasir-ud-Dinmiait 
Saheb, Shaikh Saheb of Mangrol. 

Born'. 9th August 1916. 

Accession’. 25th August 1943. 

Heir-Apparent'. Sahebzada Shaikh Abdul Khalic^ 
n. The Shaikh Saheb has also two Sahebzadis. 

Area'. 144 Square nules including 67 miles non- 
jurisdictional territory. 

Population'. 45,274. 

Revenue'. Rs. 8 lacs. 


1. The State of Mangrol lies between. Junagadfr 
territory on the north and east, ivith a portion border- 
ing on Porbandar. On the south and west it is bounded 
by the Arabian Sea, Mangrol, the capital, has a 
Port, one and a half 
miles to the west oP 
the actual town. It is 
itself a fortified citadel 
of great antiquity and 
lies on the sea coast 
practically equidistant 
from Bombay on, the 
south and Karachi on 
the North. Its originals 
are buried in the past. 
There is some evidence 
of Its existence in very 
ancient writings. In the 
templeoi Madhavravji, 
founded in B. C. 1400 at 
Madhavpur, according 
to the Mahabharata, 
OF MANGROL there is an inscription 

to the effect that Kurpal of the old Kashyapur family 
cstablisbcd Mangrol. Beyond suggesting, hoNvever, a 
close connection between Mangrol and Madhavpur 
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this might not, in itself, be regarded as sufficient c\’idencc. 
^ut the Greek traveller Ptolemy nsited this part of 
India in B. C. 270; he makes-mention of Moglossum 
Emporium. It is not unreasonable to associate this 
Avith the present ^langrol, for there is historic reason 
to believe that the ancient name of the City was Mun- 
glapur. The Musalraan conquerors later changed the 
name to MangUire or Mangalore, from uhich the 
present name is an easy transition. 

2. The earliest written records of ^langrol in- 
dicate that at the beginning of tuelfth century — 

1140 A.D., it came under the rule of a certain chief 
of the Gohil Rajput Clan named Sahar, \\ho apparently 
held extensive sway throughout Kathiawar. An in- 
■scription in the temple Kamnath ^lahadev, near 
^langrol, shows that a ccntuiy’ later, a Gohil Chief, 
one Ranik, stiff ruled over the territory; and at the 
beginning of the fourteenth centurv* Bhan Jethva, \sho 
ultimately became chief of Porbandar in 1307, ruled 
over the Cit^*. 

3. Meanuhilc the Musalman imasion had already 
been begun, and Mangrol had not been niissed. It \\*as 
conquered b\ Mahmood Gaznari on his way to Somnath 
in 1024, but in return for an annual tribute, the chiefs 
of Mangrol were allowed to retain their possession. 
This process was repeated in J29S by Altaf Khan, 
General and Viceroy of Sultan Allauddin Khiiji, who 
ruled at Somnath Pattan. Finally in 1360 during the 
jeign of Sultan Feroz Tuglakh, tlie Musalman again 
descended on Mangrol. The conqueror Izuddin bin 
Aram Shah w-as accompanied by the famous saint. 
Saint Sikander, whose shrine is still a cherished monu- 
ment in Mangrol. This time the conquerors did not 
withdraw, and an ancestor of the ShailJis of ^langrol, 
a certain Shaikh Jalauddin, was appointed Kazi. From 
that time, barring a brief period when the Marathas 
through political necessities were permitted to occupy 
Mangrol, the Musalmans has'e held Sway in that 
territoiy'. True, the local chief was stiff, for a time, 
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permitted to exercise a semblance of power But in 
1^98, trouble arose and the Inst Gohil chief was de- 
feated and slam in battle by JafTar Klian, the Viceroy 
of Gujarat At tliat time, ShaiUi bm Taj was appointed 
Governor of Mangrol 

4 Kathiawar’s history was still somewhat che- 
quered for another three hundred and fifty years In 
1591, old and new Sorath, incited by Sultan Muzaffar, 
rehelled against Akbar the Moghul Emperor But 
the dissidents, including, Mangrol, were brought back 
to the imperial allegiance in the following years, and 
were placed under the direct charge of imperial Foujdar, 
but following the death of Aurangzeb, and with the 
decline of the Moghul Empire, Mangrol appears to 
have become independent By 1737 it was under the 
Sway of an oligarchy, led by Shaikli Fakruddm and 
Malik Shahabuddm There were signs that the 
Moghuls were not inclined to take this defection 
King down, and after ten years of power, the oligarchy, 
icurful of the Imperial wrath, voluntarily admitted the 
restless Marathas to Mangrol For twieve years this 
■fierce people stayed in Mangrol till their intolerance 
and rapacity aroused the Mosalmans of Mangrol to a 
successful rebellion under Shaikhmian, the eighth 
direct ancestor of the present Shaikh Saheb iVith 
the expulsion of the Marathas the Musalmans established 
their leader as the first Shaikh of Mangrol in 1748 

5 Shaikh Mian subdued the Sayeds and esta- 
blished their rule over a \vide area, levying tribute from 
Keshod, Choiavad to Kodinar and Patlan and captur- 
ing the Verawal Fort and the Navi Fort, the latter under 
Porbandar The Muslim power in. Mangrol cook 
Its birth in I^7G AD, when a family of Bukhara 
Sayeds subverted the government of a Vaghela Chief 
and established their hold over the territory while in 
Junagadh and its branches in other parts of ^^thiawar, 
Muslim power had its ongin iii 1473 A D The 
Mangrol ruling family traces its decent from the 
Khalifa Abubakar They shared the rule of Mangrol 
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Leading Nome in starches 

MAIZE STARCH 


Rasihlol TriDhovondas 6 co., 
Samuel street, BOMBAY I 


Telegram “Cheni'ilarch'* 


Sole Agents for 

bomba¥ presidency 


FARIDEOT STATE 
MAIZE PRODUCTS 


in the fourteenth century with the Sayeds who accom- 
panied the first Muslim conquerors of the country in 
1398 A D 

G Shaikli Mohamcd Nasiruddinmian Sahcb, the 
Ruler of the fulljurisdictional Administration of Mangrol 
under the Junagadh Statc,'camc to the Gadi on the 2oth 
of August 1943 He uas born on the 9th August 191C, 
He IS 29 years old He is an Arab by extraction and 
IS a Siddiqui Shaikh being descended from the first 

Caliph The family claimed their advent in Sind 

with the earliest Arab invasion and in course of time 
penetrated into Kathiawar as soldiers of fortune, in 
one of Mahmud Ghazni’s incursions 

7 The Shaikh Sahcb \sas educated at home 
under special tutors, he joined the Rajkumar College 
at Rajkot m 1030 and studied there till 1934 He 

then i\cnt to Dehra Dun and joined Col Brown’s 

Cambridge School to prepare himself for the senior 
Cambridge Evamination He remained at Dehra Dun 
from 1034 to 1930 In 1937 he proceeded to England 
where he was under the the guardianship of the well- 
knoim cricketer and liderateur, Mr R J O Meyer, 
who IS also a Cambridge man for about 2 years and 
passed his School Certificate with credit He was then 
accepted by the Cambridge University m 1938 and he 
got first class in his first year of the tripos 

Political Agency — Sorath Prant, General Political 
Subordination of Junagadh 

Boundaries Mangrol is bounded on the North 
and East by Junagadh State territory, a portion of the 
Cornier side also heing hounded hy the terntor] o^ the 
Porbandar State On the South and West it cotermi- 
nates with the Arabian Sea costs The outlying 
Bhaderkantha Mahal is situated at a distance appro- 
ximately of 34 miles From the capital on the Bhader 
river contiguous to the Kutiyana Mahal of Junagadh 
State and Navi Bandar Mahal of the Porbandar State 
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Always Remember 

FOR 

Durable Unbleached Cloth 

☆ 

SHREE SHRlfHAGAR 
MILLS LTD. 

☆ 

EAlLWATPl’Ki, 

AHMEDABAU 

☆ 

Agents : Aftssrs. 

MOOLJI JETRA & GO. 


Tclegfara : 

CORONET 


Telephone . 
200 58 


Princess Street. 
BOHBAY 2. 


Xearesi Rmlwqy Stalion — Kcsliod is tlic nearest 
^lUsay Station on the Junagadh-Vcrawal section of 
the Junagadh State Railway at a distance of 1C miles 
a second class road from the Capital 

N€arest Port The Port which also bears the name 
of the Capital is about a mile and a half from Mangrol 
It IS served by two Steamship services run rcspcctivdy 
by the British India Steam Navigation and the Bombay 
Steam Naaigation Companies The services remain 
closed during the rainy season owing to rough condition 
of the sea These services had been suspended owing 
to the war, but recently have been continued as the war 
IS over m fa\our of His Majesty’s Government and their 
great allies 

x\feans of Access Th'^rc is regular Motor Service 
between Keshod and Mangrol for passengers Country 
carts are available for goods traflic 

Area The area of the State is 144 square miles, 
*77 being of Jurisdictional and 07 of non*junsdictional 
■Villages 

8 Mangrol, the capital of the State is an old 
fortified tosvn a mile and a half from the Port, greatly 
improved by a Hindu King of the Vaghcla Dynasty 
mat flourished in the 14th century AD Its beauty 
has been greatly increased by magnificent state build- 
mgs and private owned houses, Its geographical 
f^sition makea it a temperate apd pleasant r^ion 
hrough all the seasons 

9 In Mangrol, there arc many objects of interests 
The following are the chief ccntics of attraction both 
tor Hindus and Mussalmans — (l) The ancient Juma 
Masjid, (2) The Raoh Masjid, (3) The ancient Mauso- 
leum of Makhdum Sikandar, The Mausoleum of 
oayed Yasm Sawar, (5) Aman Mashayakh in Mangrol 
proper, (6) The temple of Kamnath at Dhelana, (7) 
Amreshwar at Rahij, (8) Gaureshwar at Gorej, fC). 
^wammarayan at Loej, (lO) Miranshah and (11) The 
-Darbargadh 
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^fangrol’s IVar cxjntiibution 'o far is as /bIlou'< — 
Rs OJjOOO/- To\\*ards the Victrov’s War Purposes 
Tund. 

Rs 2,000/- Rajkot Aeroplane Fund 

Rs 1 ,000/- Lord Afei cr*s Fund for Air Raid Victims 
in London 

Rs 1,000/- For E-i*acue, Children 
Rs 3/)00-Rcd Cross 
Ri oOO/- CInnese Da\ 

Rs jOjOOO/- Imcsicd in Defence Bonds 
PRINCIPAL OFFICERS 
Ainser to Mangrol State S Altsf 
ilchrg Chief harbhan Su AuotL ^V\DIR, B 

Political Oficer DtLVRJL\si,kiL\R.u J Vwuvda 
BjV , LL B 

Huc^er Assulant Sn ukji ^fo 2 LU/ED Hl-^azn 

liuzur Court fudge D N Vskil, B A, LL^ 
Advocate 

Sarnyfryadhisk Bkayah and Rajprahanti fudge DiiaRjia- 
SUKHARAJ J VaSA\ AD V B-A , LL B 

Pniate Secretaiy Kiia-s BvKADCTi Kifa^atcl- 

LAKHA^ 

Revenue Commisnoner \bdurrehslvn Kjii.'tar 
Port and Customs Og^eer Sii Abdlt. Q_-i.dir, B_A 
Chief -Medical Officer Dr. G G Gatha,L,M. &. S 

Msayadhish c? Magistrate Chimanlai. K Maxkad 

BA-, LL B 

Educaltoral InsptCtsr Khisaja Saeed ..VrmrD, 
BA, BT 

F II D Officer Shaimi Asoruddin 
Afechamcal & Electrical Engircer "M S S'S’S'eed, 

blee 

Trecsirj} & Account OfficeT H R Piranf 
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MANAVADAR 

K han Saheb Gui*am ^iIoinudiv Kuan, Ruler 
of M^navadar State and Bant\\a is a dcccndcnt of 
illustrious Babi (Usman Zai Patlian) family, who, 
since the reign of HumAyun his always been prominent 
the annals of Gujarat 

Born On the 22nd December 1911 Invested 
ivith full ruling power on the 2lst November 1931 

Educated At Uajkumir College, Rajkot 

Married In October 1933 Nawab Begum Qiidsia 
Siddiqa Begum, sister of the present Sheikh Saheb of 
^angrol 

The Khan Saheb is an all round sportsman and 
Specialises in Hockey and Cricket He represented 
India at the Western Asiatic Games held in New Delhi 
in 1934 and was selected capnm of the Western India 
States Cricket Association’s Team for the Inter-Pro- 
vincial Trials in 1M35 

Tatima Siddiqa Begum Saheba, revered mother 
of the Khan Saheb was the first lady in Kathiawar to 
tnke the reigns of the Stale during the minority of the 
Khan Saheb from 1918 to 1931 She was awarded 
the “Kaiser-i-Hind” Gold Medal by Government for 
administrative genius winch was amply demons- 
trated during her Regency 

Lt Nawibzada Abdul Harmd Khan of the lO/Oth 
Rajputana Rifles is the only brother of the Khan Saheb 
Bom 10th April 1914 Appointed Nazan-e-Riyasat on 
16th October 1942 

Heir-Apparent Nawabzada Mohamed Aslam Khan 
bom on the 15th March 1935 Second son Nawabzada 
Mahomed Fatehuddm Khan born on 16th June 1941. 
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Suit Specialists 

DHAIFULE BROTHERS, 

Taffors & Cfoth Merchants, 


Trials Soiicxled. 


EMPRESS MAHAL, 

Tram Terminus, 

• . ' . BOMBAY No 1< 


THE PODAR MILLS. LIMITED 

☆ 

Specialists In Drill, Chaddars, Sheetings & Shirtings. 

Famous for their Durability & cheapness. 

T»la . f 27M5 

(Mills) 40149 

Afill Premists 

DEUISLE ROD. CHINCHPOKLI. BOMBAY TT 


Enqmrt frgm . 

The Managing Agents : 
PODAR SONS. LTD., 

Podar Chambers, Parses Baw Street, Fort, Bombay 


The State imparts free education to boys and girls 
and every village is provided with a school where free 
primary education is given. An up-to-date hospital 
cares for the poor classes. 

The State enjoys full criminal and civil powers. 

Area of the State: 107 sq. miles. Populationi 
32,000. 

Revenue: Rs. 7. 5 lakhs. 

STATE OFFICERS 

Detuan: Narendarrai D. Buch, Bar-at-law. 

High Court Judge: D. N. Vakil, B.A., LL.B.,' 
Advocate. 

Revenue Member: M. Jamiluddin Ghausi, M..A., 

TL.B. 

Bar Hyayadhxsh: B. N. Mehta, B.A., LL.B. 

Private Secretary: Ahmedjan Khan A. Khan. 

Chief Meaical Officer: Dr. A. D. Joseph, M.B.B.S 

Police Superintendent: Khan Bahadur N. Babi. 

J^yayadh'sh: M. H. Memon, B.A., LL.B. 
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UOANBASUGAB FACTOftT LTJ)*, | 

‘ (PIONEER SUGAR MANUTACTURE AND DISTILLERY | 
OWTSXRS) I 


UGANDA TEA ESTATES LTD., 

TTA rLANTERS AND MANUrACTURERS 

☆ 

>IEIITA SONS (AEDICA) LTD., 

☆ 

NANJI 3lAL1DAS HEDTA., 

☆ 

MADARANA 3IILLS LTD., 

PORBANDAR (INDIA) 


Telegrams “SUCCESS” 
Telephone JINJA 343 
LUGAZl 3 
Railway Stalion. 
KAWOIO 


REC5D OFFICE P. O BOX 1 I 

LUCAZI, (UGANDA) | 

(Managing Director and chairman of | 
the board NANJI KALIDAS MEHTA, I 
ESQUIRE. M B E) j 


ASSOCIATED FIRMS:- | 

Service Stores Ltd., P. O. Box 163, Kampala, (Uganda) ■ 
(Chairman of Board: Nanji KaLdashlehta, Esquire, hf B E ) ■ 
Hoima Cotton Company Ltd , P O, Box 47, Jinja (Uganda ) S 
D. L. Patel Press Uganda Ltd , P. O Box 363, ^ 

Kampala' (Uganda) g 
Mehta Ltd., Noble Chambers, Parsee Barar St Fort S 

Bombay (India ) g 



MORVI 

H IS Highness Maharaja Shree Lukhdhirji Bahadur 
GBE, KCSI, LLD, Maharaja of Morvi. 

Born 187G 
Ascended Gadi 1 922 

Educated Privately in India and England 

Heir Yuvraj Shree Mahendrasinhji 

Second son Maharaj Kumar Shree Kahkakumar. 

Area of State About, 1,072 square miles in Ka- 
thiawar Morvi State has a distiict in Cutch also 
ivith an area of about 50 sq miles 

Population 141,817 in 1941 (Increase during 
1931-1041, 25 per cent) 

Aierage annual Gross Reienue 00,00,000 
Salute 11 guns 

Chief Port tn the State Navlakhi Regular penodi- 
<al service of ocean-gomg steamers from Great Britain 
and America as well as Indian ports A regular ferry 
service is daily running betVN een Navlakhi and Kandia, 
Cutch 

Morvi Railway, owned entirely by the State, 133 
miles 

Morvi Tramway, owned entirely by the State, 
63 miles 

Slate Postal Service Post Offices m over GO per cent 
of tJie State vilj-ige^, letfer-bo\cs tn a furtlier 20 pec 
cent of them 

Stale Telephone 0\cr 40 per cent of the villages 
turceth connected with the capital city 

Industries in State Cotton Pressing and Ginning 
racioncs, the Parshuram Pottery Works Ltd , The 
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LET 

STANDARD GENERAL 


Protect your V&luables and Properties 
Head OJJke CALCUTTA 

ChslnBsa 

Sir BADRIDAS GOENKA. Kt. a I. e , 

!■ - Board of Diteciors: < 

Sjt Gokulchand Morarka (Nf/s Morarka &. Co) 
” K. P Goenko (M/s. Raradutt Ramlishan) 

” R B Rajkumar Singh Kaslj'vaf, B A , LI* B 
*’ M A Ispahan! (M/s hf Ispahan! Ltd ) 

General Manager 
Mr. D. K CHATTERJEB, 

capital 

AUTHORISED .. ..50 LACS 

ISSUED .. ..16 LACS 

PAID-UP .. .. 8 LACS 


nRE — MARINE — MOTOR — ACCIDENT 
burglary — WORKRtEKS’ COftIPENSATIDN 
insurance undertaken 

TrfeFh«« 22M9-49 Tclcsra®* STAffCENAL 

STANDARD GENERAL 
Assurance Co.^ Ltd. 

K. C. MERCHANT ESQR . 

Branch Manager, 

45-47, Apollo Street, F«rt, Bombay 1. 


Morvi Salt Works, Railway Workshops, Elec- 
trical Power House, the Morvi Cotton Spinning and 
Weaving Mills, Shree Mahendrasinhji Glass Works the 
Mayur Mettal Works, the Bone Factory, the Morvi 
Match works, the Hardware and Fittings Manufacturing; 
Factory, the Kathiawar Paint Worl^, the Oil Mill,_ 
and the Morvi Tin Factory 

Free Primary and secondary education is available 
throughout the State 

The Morvi Technical Institute was opened in. 
July 1940 

STATE COUNCIL 

President \ ovraj Shree Maheivdrasinhji 
Ag Vice President and Dewan Mr AI P Baxx,, 
BA, LL,B 

Ag 1j< Member Rao Saheb C R AfANKAC 
2nd Member Dolarrai M Buch, B A , LL B 
Heir^Apparent Maharaj Kujcar Shree AfAHEH- 
DRAsiNHji, Heir apparet Morvi State 

Born ist January 1918 Educated at home under 
highly qualified Englishand Indian tutors, at Rajkumar 
College, Rajkot at Bradfield College, England and at 
St Mary s School Bombay 

Travelled in Europe with experienced Guardians 
In 1038 he was associated ivith Members of the State 
Council for training in State administration Having 
become acquainted with the working of the adminis- 
tration was appointed Joint President, State Council, 
in 1939, and President State Council in October 1940 
On the declaration of the War H H the Maharaja 
of Morvi placed the resources of the State at the disposal 
of His Majesty the King Emperor Since then the 
following contributions have been made for various 
War purposes 

Rs 5,00,000 to H E the Viceroys \Var Purposes 
Fund 



Rs I , 'Jo, 000 for ihc purchase of tno Spitfire Fighters 

Rs lo,000 to tlic Indian Red Cross and the St 
John Anibuhncc Association 

Rs 10,000 to St Dtinstan*s Fund 

Rs 10,000 to the Western Indn States ^Var PJane 
Fund contributed b> the people of lie State 

Rs j,000 to King George’s Fund of Sailors 

Rs 2,000 to the Hcicnic War Fund 

Rs l.jOO to the SiUcr Trinket Fund His 
Highness’ family and the people of Moni 

Rs OjOCO to \anous otlicr Asar funds 

Rs 10,000 to H E the Vicero% s Fund for pro- 
\ading comforts and amenities to Indian Troops 

Rs 3,000 to the Western Indn States War Gifts 
Fund 

Rs 23,000 to H E the \’'icero>^ Red Cross Prize 
Fund Appeal 

Rs 1,000 towards the Greek Relief Fund 

In addition large ofiicc accommodation in a 
building owned by the Slate m Bombay has been placed 
at the disposal of the Government free of any^ rent 
Besides this brand new rails nath fishplates coaermg a 
length of 30 miles, 20 covered and 31 open Meter- 
Gauge Railway waggons for despatch overseas, one 
meter gauge P class Locomotive, one steam tug 
‘‘Jumna” now renamedby Government “Morva’ have 
been despatched His Highnesa’ Bombay House 
“Mohim Mahal’ with fumitme lias been rent free 
Further His Highness has promised a yearly contribu- 
tion of Rs 1,440 towards the ‘adoption’ of two Polish 
<:lijldren tih the war lasts 
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PORBANDAR 

T he Ruling Family of Porhandar belongs to the 
Rajput Clan of Jelhw'as claiming their des- 
cent from Hanuman, the staunch devotee of the 
great King Rama The Jethwas are one of the most 



H. H THE MAHARANA SAHEB OF PORBANDAR 
anci^cnt of ill the ruling ~aces m the peninsula In 
I’JS'i A D Rini Shn Sirtanji estiblislied his seat of 
nilc 11 Porbandir which his c\cr since been the capital 
of the Jctliwi Rulers 

IGT 





^Koonvar Shri Haloji came into contact with the 
Resident of the Hon’bic East India Company about 
1807. In virtue of an Agreement made in 1809 A.D. 
and a later decision emb^ied in His Majesty’s Secre- 
tary of State’s Despatch 
of 1853 A.D , by which 
Porbandar is guaranteed 
perpetual protection the 
State is making a spe- 
cial annual payment of 
Rs 15,000 to the Bri- 
tish Government. 

Major His Highness 
Maharaja Maharana 
Shri Sir Natwarsinhji 
Bhavsinhjl K C S.I. the 
present Ruler claims to 
be the J80th Ruler of 
the onlyJcth^^a House 
in India among the 
illustrious Rulers where- 
of may be mentioned 
-THE UVARAJ sAHEB OF PORBANDAR thc name of Nftgarjun 
who held sway in 
Western Kathiawar as many as two thousand years 
ago. His Highnes's succeeded to the gaddt^ on the 10th 
December 1908 ^rhen he was a minor, havmg been 
born on tlic 30th June 1001. Educated at theRajkumar 
College, Rajkot, where he distinguished himself as a 
first class scholar and sportsman and crowned his career 
by standing first at the Diploma Examination of All 
Chiefs Colleges in 1918, the Maharaja ascended the 
g(^d% with full ruling powers on the 2Gth January J920 
His Highness visited England and the continent in 
1921 and on several occasion since. In 1932 His 
Highness led the All India Team which made its debut 
in international cricket On each ^ occasion His 
Highness had the audience of His Majesty the King 
Emperor. His Highness was the second Indian Ruler 
to have had the privilege of paying an oiScial visit to 
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His hte Holiness Bendict XV at the Vatican His 
Highness ranks fourth among the Ruling Princes of 
Kathnwar His Highness was created K C S I in 
2929 

His Highness adopted on the 1 2th June 1941 as 
Tuvrai nnd heir-apparent Maharaj Kumar Siiri Uday- 
hhan from Jethwa Shri Shivsmhji of Shnnigar, nearest 
Bhayat of the State Maharaj Kumar Shri Udaybhan 
was born on the Gth October 1910 He is a graduate 
■of agriculture He married on the 3rd July 1941 Itaj 
Kumari Shri Premkunvarba, sister of Thakore Saheb 
'Shri Chhatrasalasinhji of Limbdi 

Lord Irwin, Lord Wilhngdon and Lord Linlithgow, 
Viceroys and Governor-Generals visited Porbandar 
Jnl927, 1936 and 1941 

During the 1914-18 Great War, besides contribu* 
tions ro various fund’, Rs 100,000 were subscribed on 
"behalf of the minor Maharaja Saheb towards the 
■expenses and Rs 500,000 were subscribed by the State 
to the War Loans which amount was exclusive of the 
•subscriptions made by (he subjects and the officers of 
the State In recognition of the services rendered m 
connection with the War, the title of Maharaja was 
recognised as a hereditory distmrfion and the Salute 
of the Ruler was permanently raised to 13 guns on tlie 
Jst January 1918 

Soon after the outbreak of the War in 1939 the 
State sent a donation of Rs 100,000 to H E the Vice- 
roy’s War Purposes Fund and gave a donation of 
Rs 100,000 every year till the end of the wai His 
Highness gave donations of varying amounts totalling 
Rs 620,000 to the following Funds, , H E the 
Viceroy s War Purposes Fund, St Dunstan’s Section 
for Blinded Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Empire, 
^dy Linlithgow’s Silver Trinket Fund, King George’s 
A Sailors, Indian R-d Cross and St Joiin 

Ammiiance Association (Indian Council) Fund, London 
Air Raid Relief Fund, Indian Comforts Fund for the 
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comforts of Indian Troops m the Middle East, B. A 
Bene^olent Fundj Polish Children Fund, etc Supply 
of men and materials, the best ARP Orgamsation, 
a National Front, War Watching and Civil De- 
fence Organisation, contributions to the various Funds 
both by the State and people, mdustriai «^terprise, 
both established and new, all contribute splendidly 
to the War Effort 

The Bhadar weir constructed in the famine of 1900 
at a cost of Rs 3,14,000 is an outstanding wori of agri- 
cultural importance m the State which is implemented 
by a programme of jrrigatjon and reclamation works 
of eSktensive utility Well sinking has gone on apace 
and IS being liberally encouraged as one of the easy 
means to combat the \agaiies of monsoon Porbandar 
ghee (clarified butter) is as famous as it is ancient and 
from 1937 It IS being refined, graded and packed with 
speual quality AGhlARK seals at the Chemical Labo- 
ratory which IS recognised as a ghee grading station 

Porbandar is noted for its rich \aneties of industries 
amone the principal of which may be mentioned — Ce- 
ment Works, the first works of their kind m India, 
Spinning and Weaving Mills, Salt Works, Match 
Works, Hosiery ^Vorks, Gold and SlI^c^ "Works, Flooring 
Tiles Works and Shipbuilding During the Hst decade 
industrial de\cIopmcnt in the State has been more 
rapid than ever before Porbandar is by far the most 
ancient and exclusively manhme State of W'estem 
India It IS an open roadstead situated on the direct 
trade route of Ocean going steamers Favourably 
geographicallv «:ituated,it was the only port in Kathiav\ar 
chosen since as far back as J ‘>14 by the B I S N Co , 
for their inward and outward Africa Service The 
State has an extended sea coast cfabout C2 miles The 
Imperial Bank of India is maintaining a Brandi at 
Porbandar from l92S 

Raj Mantns and Raj Subhecliliaks constitute two 
orders of advisers on matters relating to civic and rural 
questions of public welfare The ^hUagc Panciuvat 



Act ensures simple, speedy and inexpensive justie'e, and 
Village Panchayats spread over the State are function- 
ing satisfactorily. 

The Constitution (Adminbtrativc and Legislative) 
of the Porbandar State Act, 1944, was promulgated 
on the 9th June 1944 and it tvas inaugurated on the 
27th September 1944, 

The Executive consists of the Chief Minister and 
two Ministers, one being designated as “Revenue and 
Finance Minister” and the otlier as “Home Minister.” 
The appointment of Chief Minister rests \vith the Ruler. 
The appointment of the two Ministers also rests with 
the Ruler, selection being made from a panel of 
four nominees of the confidence of the Legislature at 
least two of whom must be members of the Legislature 
itself and the remaining a non ofBcial or-and an official 
of Public Utility Department being nominated from 
outside the Legislature. The two Ministers are allotted 
a series of Administrative Portfolios viz. Medical, 
Educational, Revenue, Accounts and Finance, Public 
Works, Electricity, Telephone, Port and Customs, 
Commercial and Industrial Developments, Police, Jail, 
Municipalities, Railway, Stone Qiaarries, and Judicial 
(routine). The two _ Ministers are responsible to the 
Legislature. 

The Legislature known as Shri Hazur Raj Sabha 
is comprised of 30 to 32 members, of whom only 6 would 
be the Ruler’s nominees. 24 members are returnable 
one each from 11 Social Units, 10 Occupational, Eco- 
nomic or other Units viz., Artisans, Industries, Trade, 
Sailors, Cattle Owners, Weavers, Municipalities, 
Bhayats, Mher alieneess, other Alienees, and 3 Agri- 
culturists — one from each of the three Districts. All 
the 24 <^ected representatives of the Units aforesaid, are 
to be Headmen, Presidents or Chief men of their res- 
pective Units, being State subjects of some established 
status, of not less than 33 years of age, and duly elected 
by open voting at the meetings of Headmen of all the 
families or constituents of the respective Units. 
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Legislature is competent to pass, Jor Ae 
Ruler’s assent. Enactments in respect of all matters 
falling under the portfolios of the two Ministers, make 
Interpellations, move Resolutions, and regulate Financial 
Administration. Still another special feature of the 
Legislature is noticeable in the formation from itself of 
Boards of Arbitrators to dispose of minor disputes of 
civil and criminal nature. 

Part X (Judicial) of the Constitution Act, was 
brought into operation on the 9th June 1944. The 
Judiciary is independent of the Executive, 
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palitana 

A Short Account of Pnlitam States Tivenly-Fweyears' Progress 

S O^IE time acjo Pahtana celebrated the Silver 
Jubilee of His Highness the Tlnkorc Siheb Shree 
Sir Bahadursinliji Bahadur, KCSI, KCIE of 



H H THE THAKORE SAHEB QF PALITANA 


Palitana In spite of the present war conditions the 
people ot Palitana were very keen to take the opportuni- 
ty to express then feelings of gratitude towards their 
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Ruler whose benevolent rule for twenty-five years had 
resulted m all round prepress and happiness of his 
people His Highness before sanctioning celebrations 
bid down three conditions, namely, all the contribu- 
tions should be absolutely voluntary, the amount col- 
lected should be used for useful pviblic purposes, and 
there should be no unnecessary show or waste Tliough 
the people had to heep in mind tlicsc conditions, they 
did their best to make ijic function most successful and 
in fact made It a great success and tlic occasion became 
memorable m the annals of Pahtana history A galaxy 
of Ruling Princes and their Heir Appirents graced the 
occasion by their presence and eminent men like Kavi 
Nanalal Dalpatram, the foremost living Poet of Gujarati 
Literature, Rao Bahadur Hiralal Kaji, the Retired 
Principal of Gujarat College, Sheth Kasturbhai Lalbhai, 
the ucll-known Business Magnate, Sji Vijaya Bhatt of 
Prakash Pictures and many others specially came down 
to attend the function 

Celebrations started with performance of Maha 
Rudra, Guests began to arrive and by the evening of 
10-2-45 all camps were full The morning of 17-2-46 
saw Pahtana ‘en fete’ and mucli clianged At the 
specially erected artistic big Pandal on the cricket 
g’ound, addresses by the Bhayats, the public, the 
Kheduts and Sheth Anandji Kalyanji, the Represent- 
ati^ Body of All India Jam Community, were presented 
to His Highness before a gathering that seemed an over 
ilow of humanity, amidst enthusiasm beyond descrip- 
tion The speeches made and the addresses presented 
were a record of grateful people’s feelings and the great 
^^de by Pahtana under the careful guidance 
ot His Highness for all these twenty-five years of his 
rule Kavi Shree Nanalal, though not well, spoke m 
ms inspiring style and blessed His Highness who was 
once ms pupil at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot 

made a comprehensive and sincerely 
worded reply which touched the heart of his hearers 
first ox all the he thanked God Almighty Whose grac^ 
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hai enabled iiim to serve his State and people fbr such 
a long time. He then cortUally welcomed all tlic guests 
for the rpecial trouble they had all taken and openly 
acknowledging the unflinching loyalty, love, help and 
trust of his people said, “1 frankly own, witliout it, as 
the head of our happy family, I could not have done 
anything.” He further acknowledged the debts he owed 
to others for the training, education and help that were 
responsible for his success as a Ruler. He said, “1 must 
frankly admit that if I have been at all a success, it is 
solely due to the fostering care ©four dear Owen Saheb 
and Mem Saheb on whom I look upon as my ‘Guru’ 
and I can never repay them my debt of gratitude as 
long as I live, and to tlic education I received at one of 
the famous old Public Schools in England where I was 
taught to play the game, and to the unstinted help, advice 
and support I have always received from Brother 
Princes and Political Ofliccrs. I was fortunate to have 
at the commencement of my rule experienced, honest 
and faithful officers like Chimanlal Girdharlal Mehta 
and Rao Sah^b Narandas Kalidas Garni.” It is said 
‘kings are never grateful.’ His Highness’ frank words 
refute the truth of that saying. With equal frankness 
he addressed his Bhayats, Kheduts and general public 
and spoke about his duties. His motto is to serve his 
people. He said in his speech *‘1 am delighted to say 
how happy and proud I am of my relation with my 
brothers of the same blood. It naturally always pains 
me a lot when I hear any ill said of any one. 

“I look upon my Klieduts as the Pillars and the 
Back-bone of the State. In you always rests the 
prosperity of us all. . .” 

general public may rest assured my doors 
are open night and day as I consider myself the first 
servant of the State and it is my Sacred duty to do all 
service I can.” Proceeding further he said, “A Ruler’s 
duty, as you all know, is never a bed of roses, but one 
thing I can assure you, my dear subjects, is that I have 
always tried my utmost, as is humanly possible in me, 

173 



io treat ail equally, without any fear and favour,' and 
1 have looked upon religions of all caste and creed as 
my own. No human being is faultless, little less a 
ruler; so il anyone feels griev'ed tliat he has ever been 
unjustly wronged, X take this opportunity of publicly 
expressing my sincere regret.” This human dement 
in His Highness endears him to his people who thought 
their celebrations were justified in as much as tliey 
could know their Ruler better and could also Judge how 
far they had advanced during hb rule. 

A ruler who lives long enough to be on the throne 
for twenty-five years generally sees the celebrations of a 
Silver-JubileCi But whether celebration is a mere 
formal function or has a deeper meaning is always a 
question and a reply has to be sought in a detached 
review of what has been done and achieved during the 
period. It will therefore be in fitness of things to 
attempt a brief review ofHis Highness* rule. 

His Highness was invested with full powers in IDIO 
at the age oflO. Before he came to power his time was 
well spent in receiving education at the Rajkumar 
College, Rajkot, and then at the famous old Public 
School Shre\vsbury in England. The upbringing and 
training he received at the hands of Mr. & Mrs, Tudor 
Owen helped him a lot, and when he assumed the reins 
of administration of Palitana State he was well equipped 
for the very responsible task, and what followed is 
nothing but a record of steady and sober progress of 
real value. 

The apparent happy change Palitana has undergone 
speaks for itself. Palitana has seen better roads, better 
sanitation and greater facilities of day to day utility. 
The following figures show the amount spent on im- 
portant original public work: — 

Schools Rs. I,66,5D7 

Bridges, Roads .. „ 2,17,055 

Waterworks .. „ 1,77,952 
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Electric Works 

)) 

4,32,239 

Vegetable Market .. 

n 

4G,021 

Dai bar Bank . . . . 

n 

0G,o82 

Public Library 

ft 

14,751 

Famine IVoiks 

1) 

31,100 

Rher Bantlhs 

>» 

57,987 

Telephone (nn miles) 


23,550 

General Total 

R<i 

12,33,900 


and ifwc add a sum ofRs 0,00,000 (si\ lacs) spent after 
repairs, die final total comes to IS, ^0,000 Con- 

sidcnm; tlic a\ craqc income of the State \\ Inch is hardly 
no, 000 (nine lacs) anmialK, the pc. spent after public 
\sorks IS in no Nsa> small and this fact easily entitles His 
Highnc's to be called “The Maker of Modem Pahtana,” 

But one who thinks can know that mere buildings 
and constructions will not suffice To educate the 
public mind and prepare it for better life and cultured 
mode of lising is more essential To this end proper 
education of the rising generation bothboys and girls is 
absolutely necessary A.mong the functions of this 
occasion that followed the presentation of addresses 
iv’crc the Prize Distribution Gatlienng and laying 
of the Poundation-stone for tlie new High School 
Building His Highness Maharaja Jam Saheb of Nawa- 
nagar befoic giving away the prizes and His Highness 
Maharaja Saheb of Morvi after laying the Foundation- 
stone expressed m their speeches how imp“essed they 
weic by the performances of boys and girls and what a 
great stride had been taken b> the education Depart- 
ment in Palitana However, let the facts and figures 
speak for themselves 

The primary education has been free from the very 
beginning, Secondary education t c , High School 
education is also made free since 1 on the auspicious 
occasion of the birth of Yuvraj Saheb Shree Shivendra- 
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sinhji In 1010 ulicn His Highness assumed power, 
the number of pnmnrv schools wns 21, to d'l) it is 18, 
the number of school going children w'ls 2,260, it is 
1,885 now, the students stiidjing nt the High School 
numbered 201, lodi) the number has gone up to 004, 
the number ofgirl students wis 350 m 1010, it is 5Jt> 
now There wns no girl student receiving High School 
education, to day about a dozen girls have joined the 
High Scitool, the amount spent Ibr Scholarships 
was Rs 1,700, now Rs 7,200 arc spent for tlic purpose, 
the total expenditure of the Department was Rs 28,000 
in JOJO, it has now reached the sum of Rs 02,000 
Apart from expenditure and increase m number of 
schools, the results have been also encouraging Tlic 
average results ofsiitccssfuJ camhdaics at the Univcrsit) 
Mainuihlion Examination have been rn% and many 
have gone for higher and foreign education Pahtana 
claims 2 R'*rnstcrs (England) 2 PR CS, (England), 

1 PhD (America), 1 M A T D (England), J BA 
B E, (England), 1 B Sc Engineering (London) and 
many graduates and double graduates 

The other important aspect of education that the 
public IS entitled to expect in these days of Democracy 
IS also provided for His Highness has a foresight In 
1030a PrajaPratinidln Sabin 1 1 , the people s Represen 
tativc Assembly, briefly called the Popular AssembI) 
nns estibhslicd and js rcgularJy working since dien 
holding sessions at interv als of three months It consists 

offorty members out of which twenty are duly elected 
’ .t • from 

• ■ ■ , ' • nation the po 

I • , 02,000 in 1931 

T,nd 76,000 in 1941, the Assembly is quite represent 
ative and gives a good platform to discuss all questions 
of public interest People are encouraged to take a 
lively interest in the administration The AssernWy 
has seen four elcctidns and this Assembly is perhaps the 
only Assembly that has been working for such a long 
time on the election basis in Kathiawar 
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Tlic other features of advancement arc also worth 
noting Palitana cnjo>s full Jurisdictional powers 
Judiciary is separated fromilic Executive and the Courts 
that arc invested with full respective powers work 
independently All substantial Acts of British India 
have been adopted here and often reputed counsels 
and lawyers appear m Palitana Courts As regards 
Protection, the Palitana Police force whicli consisted 
of 245 men in 1919 has gone up to 350 now, and ex- 
penditure of the department from Rs 30,000 has gone 
up to Rs 77,000 -^Palitana Police force was responsible 
m recent times for bringing to book the gangs of Dacoits 
like Hayatkhan, Habib and others 

Kheduts of Palitana have an advantage which is 
not available elsewhere. Palitana lias a peculiar system 
of assessment of Revenue Revenue is fixed for each 
holding or occupancy This fixed maximum sum is 
liable to vary according to crops raised in each year In 
consultation with Kheduts themselves, a portion is 
deducted if the year is lean and the sum is written off 
for good And this way during twenty-five years of 
His Highness’ rule some 25 lacs of revenue is let off 
by way of remission i e , average one lac of rupees of 
revenue is given up per year and is never *o be recovered 
This system keeps the peasantry on its feet It feels 
relieved from the burden of arrears Farmers are also 
given Takavi’ i e , loans for their agricultural purposes 
and given a due protection by the system of executing 
^crees against them through Revenue Authorities 
ms Highness regards them as the Back-bone of the State 
and IS always on his lookout for their welfare The 
Agricultural Department is specially entrusted for their 
improvement 

Palitana has been fortunately free from any sort 
ot epidemic for so many years Credit goes to the 
Municipal Department that is run by the State at a 
consK^rable expense which was Rs 13,000 in 1919 is 
now Rs 36,000 in 1944 Palitana though a place of 
pilgrimage strikes as a clean town to any visitor Medical 
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Relief is also appropriately provided and during His 
Higlincss’ nilc a good progress is made. Special 
arrangement is made for Cataract and other c) c-opera- 
tions at the Main Hospital and It^drophohia and snake- 
bite eases also receive latest scientific treatment iicre. 
Thcrc ha\c been opened dispensaries in the mofussil 
and medical boves arc kept at 1 !> centres w liere villagers 
can easily get relief, In malarial season patients get 
treatment at their doors through special arrangement 
made for the time. Tliree cottages tor T.B. cases Jiave 
been built and both footl and medicine is supplied free 
to the patients. This department %shich spent Rs- 
in 191H is no\s spending Rs. 30,000 average per 5 car. 

And in fact His Highness* personal interest in all 
departments and da\ to da) administration lias been 
responsible for the progress of PaHlana. He regularly 
attends oOicc and sits for hours at his table. He is 
accessible to one and all and mixes u ilh people \rithout 
restraint. His Highness strKes to make Palitana 
happy and great. He is aware of the difiicultics that 
lie in tlie padi. Resources of Palitana are limited; >et 
without levying any new tax and in spite of permanent 
yearly ta.\ations to the tunc of yearly Rs. 35,000 Iianng 
been abolishcck he har been able to help the progiess of 
Palitana- It is due to his wise and economic Iiandling. 
His Highness the Maharaja Jam Salieb on a previous 
occasion had said have to come to Palitana to 

leam lessons in administration and to know how to 
husband limited resources to the best advantage of 
people.” 

Palitana has thus a distinct and lionourcd place 
among Kathiawar States. Tlie relations of His 
Highness with other Ruling Princes have been most 
cordial. His Highness is held in high esteem by' his 
Brother Princes. Tliis fact was often made evident on 
previous occasions and on tJiis occasion also it was 
manifest by the presence of a dozen Ruling Princes 
and equal number of Vuvaraj and Komar Sahebs. 
In hb Banquet Speech His Highness Jam Saheb, 
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referring to the personality ami popularity of His 
Higlmcss, ga\c a glowing tiibute and said, “Wcdclight 
m coming to Pahtana to see ever smiling face of Baha- 
dursmhji who lias made his people happy People 
of Pahtana arc indeed fortunate m having Inm and I 
am sure Pahtana will be famous not only by Shatrun- 
Jay a Hill but by the name of Baliaclursmhji also ” 

In a seme Pahtana is famous — world famous 
perhaps Sliatrunjaya Hill which is situated in Pahtana 
jurisdiction is the most sacred place of pilgrimage for 
jams, Jams from all parts of India visit Pahtana and 
Non-jams, as well as foreigners come for siglit-secing 
and wonder at the vast e\pinsi\c architectural beauty 
of the Town of Temples on the Hill, His Highness 
IS proud to l’a\c this most Sacred Hill in his lurisdiction, 
and has always tried to maintain luppy relations with 
Jams who respect His Highness from their lieart and 
showed their respects by presentation of an address 
on this occasion 

Pahtana thus famous by Shatrunjaya is wished 
by H H Jam Saheb to be famous by? the name of 
Bahadurunhji who in his turn wishes that Pahtana be 
world f'mous for its progress and said m his speech, 
‘And as for us all, let us make through our words, 
actions and deeds our beloved Pahtana, small as it is, 
famous throughout the world ” 

Pahtana has to strive for this ideal It is most 
natural people should have celebrated the Silver Jubilee 
of their Bapu who has stn\ cd for their welfare and places 
such an ideal before them The announcements made 
on the occasion also gave them much satisfaction 
Political prisoners have been set free Sentences on 
otlier prisoners get a reduction of 10 per cent Farmers 
get a reduction of 12^% m revenue of the current year 
and a sum of one lac m arrears is written off State 
Servants get a month s bonus and special donations 
for the Viceroy’s Wai Purposes Ftmd and the Red 
Cross and to the Manav Rabat Mandal (Cheap Grain 
Shops) and Shrewsbury School etc , have been made 
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and sentiment of Jains is also satisfied. Tiie last but 
not thclcast is the donation ofRs. 50 , 000 by HisHighness 
from his Privy Purse. It was quite typical of His 
Highness ulicn he took this opportunity of comme- 
morating the Silver Jubilee of his married life ^vhich 
happily coincided witli the Silver Jubilee of his Rule 
by declaring a donation of Rs. 50,000 for the public 
^vel^are. Tlie name of Her Highness Rani Saheb 
“Sitaba” is always uttered with great reverence by 
people ; and it was 
indeed a matter of 
great joy and agreea- 
ble surprise when His 
Highness in his speech 
at tile end referred to 
this personal matter in 
apt words and so nicely 
commemorated it. 

His Highness placed 
all the resources of his 
State at the disposal of 
the King Emperor ns 
soon as the War broke 
out. He has been con- 
tiibuting Rs. 10,000 
annually to the Vice- 
roy’s War Purposes 
Fund and Pahtana 

THE UVARAJ SAHEB OF PALITANA 
have contributed Rs. 3,48,130-0-0 by ^v^^y of donations ' 
and loans till now. His Highness has often said that the 
ultimate Victory is for the Allies and it is now so near. 



People and Brother Prances and friends look forward 
for His Highness’ Golden Jubilee. Jubilees do not come 
hurriedly. It is a long way off Yet it is confidently 
hop«^d that by the time that occasion comes Palitana 
would have been world Curious by its progress and futu^re 

ichievemcntsandnobledcedsoffiisHighnessaswellashis 

weoole and much rrater might have certain^ly flowed 
fn *0 River Khara under the Owen Bridge of Palitana. 
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RAJKOT-STATE 

3 AJKOT IS by far the most ancient and one of 
^ the important States in Kathiawar and it§ location 
a heart of Kathla^^a^ gives it a special importance 



H H THE THAKORE SAHEB OF RAJKOT 

It IS directly connected wjlh the limtcr-hnd by railway 
which has no break of Riugc as far as Ahmedabad and 
Delhi It has a long tradition of rulers taking a lively 
iSl 





interest in tire economic progress ^ hnve 

is tvhy, ngricuitnrc. aSlcrr 

received <niinl ottcnlion at Um o' “>= 

The Raj.pt State has anarcaof.B.^n™.cm^^^^^ 

mill a ponulation of 1,03,0 amounts to 

Rupees 2S l^klis. 

The Ruler Thakorc- 

saUcb 

dumnasinliji belongs 
to the ancient and 
dtstinguislicd Rajput 
clan of Jadejas. He 
was educated at the 
Rajkuinar College, 
Raikot and ascended 
the Gael! in 1040. The 
Thakoresaheb enjoys 
a Iicrcdilary salute ol 
nine guns find is a 
member of the Cham- 
ber of Princes in nis 
own right. 

Rajkot City is. a wcll- 
buill town with several 
imposing buildings and flourishing 

got acoUcgeThcDharmcndrasinhji College maintomed 

bytheStite which teaches right uptu.^X.Vai 
Standard, It is the head-quarters /“'''“I 

Agent to the States of Westemlndia. It has also seyctal 
charitable institutions, hceause it 15 commercially 
important. TTie branches of as many as ten D 
csiablislied in British India, are located here. 

It is no wonder, for a small State like this it is 
rather a difficult thing to maintain and manage mis 
City, with its limited resources, but with a grea 
viMon, the rulers made it a point to develop X. 

economically ; for example, in Rajkot City ts U 
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are located a cotton textile mill, an oil mill, 
hosiery worls, a match factory, soap factories, metal 
■works, trunk factones, flour mills and a number of 
others mduslnal concerns ginng cmplojinent to the 
abundant labour force Brides,' cottage industnes 
and handicrafts like soap-making oil pressing, hand- 
spmnmg have rccei\cd equal attention at the hands of 
the Rulers 

The phenomenal nse of the population of the 
Rajkot City from 25,000 m 1911 to 74,000 in 1941 and 
which no'\\ exceeds o\er 1,00,000 is an index of the 
industrial progress of Rajkot during the last 20 > ears 
AVithin a few milea are located the stone quarries where 
good lime and black board stone is quarried The 
other serves as a good budding stone The State 
mamtains Tram service between Rajkot and Beti 
River for transport of the quamed material to Rajkot 
For the benefit of the public, the States runs Motor 
Sen’ice between Rajkot and Halenda and Rajkot and 
Cholita 

It ma> not be out of place here to refer the method 
of fbod-grains and cloth distribution evolved by the 
State State has adopted the democratic procedure 

of entrusting the v>ork of distribution to a nonofiiaal 
agency, which is a bold step indeed In this wa>, 
mimmum subsistence has been assured to one and all 
at fair pnees The State has since issued a brochure 
on this subject which has been well revnewed by the 
Indian Press As the Eastern Economist observes, 
“It IS interesting this State has shown remarkable 
progress in methods of control and distnbution ** 

As the Rajkot City is fast cxpandmgandpopulation 
steadily increasing water suppiv is no doubt inadequate 
That IS v%hy it is hoped to pul through the Tliorala 
Irrigation scheme by which Rajkot City can liave 
abundant vv-ater supply. Again, as agriculture here 
as dscv>hcrc in India is a gamble in the monvoon, the 
State has decided to try lift irrigation methods vs Inch 
have recav-^ the appreciation of experts like Sir 



William Stampc, irrigation Adviser to the Governrnent 
of India. ^Vhcn Western India is drying up, and is 
becoming arid and dry, sucli nursery schemes wU 
surely furnish a precedent for otljer Kathiawar State. 

It has already been shown that the State has been 
encouraging several large and small scale industries. 
Tlic State has his own State-Bank, which was the first 
to be started in India. It is now proposed to stabilize 
the*.. ■ : v ‘ li - h i ^ 

Sir '• ' ! ^ 

construction Committee, under tlie Sccretarystup ot 
Prof, R. V. Rao, M.A., B.T. Head of the Department 
of Economics in tlie Dharmendrasinhji College has 
made useful recommendations and they arc now under 
the active consideration of His Highness. As regards 
education, the Rajkot State has been trying its best to 
extend facilities even to the remotest corners of the State. 
It may incidentally be pointed out that 12% of its total 
expenditure goes to education. It comes to Re. lU2tQ 
per head. It is proposed to develop the Dharmen- 
drasinhji College which has already become a post- 
gradute institution attracting students from all over 
Kutch and Kathiawar. It is hoped to start B.Sc. classes 
and also diploma courses so that students will have 
facilities of advanced scientific and technical education. 

CONCLUSION 

It is not possible m this brief note to refer to the 
all-round progress which the Slate has been able to 
make under its present Ruler His Highness Shree 
Pradumansinhji, who, ever since he came to the throne, 
has been trying to keep up the far-sighted traditions 
of Ms late lamented father of glorious memory Sir 
Lakhajiraj — who made Rajkot what it is to-day. Rajkot 
is also lucky in having a number of business magnates 
and merchant-princes who have attained pre-eminence 
in the field of industry and commerce in India. 
A \yord may be said about the Government of Rajkot 
which, at the present moment, is guided by one who 
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has vision, and the zeal to do something for the masses. 
The Devvansaheb K. S. Banesinhjh M.A., (Cantab), 
who is an economist himself, has been negotiating the 
State’s economic progress with zeal and vigour and has 
already done much in improving the economic life of 
the people. Much, of course, remains to be done, 
but with His Highness pledged to do every thing for the 
economic prosperity of hb subjects, it is hoped that it 
may be possible to implement some of the schemes of 
post-war reconstruction as early as possible. 


Teltgfim • — N»chik«t« Telephone No I JiStI 

I 2d8» 

TIULSIDAS rCHIMJI 

MUCCADAMS TO THE LEADING BANKS IN 
BOMBAY a KARACHI 

Clttarlng, Forwarding, Shipping, Freight & Insurance Agents 
Agenis for 

ATLAS ASSURANCE CO. LTD. 

INCOltPORATED IN itNfilANI) - 

Fire. Manne. Motor & Accident, 46 amrchg^itc Street, Fort, BOMRAY. 
Rfaach O 05 ce: 

Lalji Laxmichand Building 

Ilasanalli ZfTcndi Road j 

K.'iRACin 
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RAJPIPLA 


TDAJPIPLA IS an ancient Stale hose history goes 
back to 77 A D T!ic Rulers of Rajpipla arc 
Gohep Rajputs of the Solar race anti trace their descent 
from the celebrated Slialnahan tsho reigned o\cr 


Pelthan Nagpur in the . j , 

Deccan about two '■ dHB 

thousand ^ cars ago On 

their mother’s side they ^ 

linkup \vith the Parmar -j ® 

Kings who were dcs- \'^ J 

cendants of the famous 'j 

King VikramofUjjam s \ 

The present Ruler, Ma- 

haraja Shree Vijay- ^ 

sinhji, succeeded to the ^ i 

Garfiin 1916 He tvas L 

educated at the Raj- •> Wk fvr 

kumar College, Rajkot, ■* ^ ' '* ^^1[Ub5h 

and with the In^erial , 

Cadet Corps at Dehra 

Dun Hehastravelledex- ^ n>. 

tensively in Europe and “ j. / 

America where he acqui- ^ , .li*-. x .J 

red the breadth of view » 

m public affairs which maharaja saheb of rajpipla 

IS So marked a feature of his rule He is an Hon Major 


m the army and is attached to the XVI Light Infantry 
By wise introduction of reforms His Highness has 
gradually modernized the administration of the State 
He has devoted special attention to hygiene and edu- 
cation His interest in the ■well-being of his subjects 
IS active and warm, evoking universal reciprocity 
With the object of associating his people with the ad- 
ministration of public affairs His Highness constituted 
a Legislative Council m the State. 
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Ask for finest Silk & Art Silk 

— — 

New Era Tertile Mill Ltd. 

all kinds of 

Dyeing, Bleaching, Printing & Finishing 
Work is artistically done by this Mill. 
fflinera! khaki 

Vegetable khaki, and oil dress fabrics are our 
Specialities 

FEW ERA TEXTILE MILL LTD. 

Mogul Lane, Matunga Tel. No. 60268 


jtllyfat/s ask for 

Sajjan Mill-Cloth 

of all varieties 

Finest quality of Cotton Is used for all kinds of fabrics 
Board of Directors 
Sheth Dwarkadas Jumnadas 
„ Harnarayan Gopaldas 
„ Nenasee Monajee 
,, Laxmlnarayan Madhavdas 
,> Vijaysing Glladhar 
,, Muljee Dayal 
Agenls : 

Messrs. CopaJiis G'MarUo. Ltd. Mam 


reforMs 

He IS one of the most enlightened and able rulers 
and his administration during its 20 years has been 
marked by the sole purpose of promoting the welfare 
of his people and the advancement of his State 

As in tlie field of sports so in the field of adminis- 
tration, the Maharaja has played the game and brought 
distinction to his State by his enlightened and liberal 
poUcy During his administration there has been marked 
progressin thedevelopmentoftheStateand the revenue 
has increased from 13 lakhs of rupees to 30 lakhs a 
year without resort to imposition of a single tax 

Among the prominent reforms mitiated under the 
personal direction of the Maharaja are the following — 

1 Making all services pensionable 

2 Extension of the Survey Settlement System to 
every village in the State 

3 Making Primary Education free and grant of 
liberal scholarships for secondary and higher edu- 
cation 

4 Liberal endowments for the benefit of widows 
and the destitute 

6 Encouragement to trade and industry and intro- 
duction of 1027 A L F variety of cotton Uirough- 
out the State and development of pressing and 
ginning industries 

G Extension of railways 

7 Introduction and orgamzation of State Forces 

8 Introduction of the Legislative Council 

9 Introduction of beneficent measures for relief of 
agricultural indebtedness 

TURF RECORD 

R^JP^pla colours arc well known on the turf m 

India and England His Highness’s successes include 
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the notable one of -winning the Derby m 1024 with 
“\Vindsor Lad,” which was so popular a victory that 
His Highness recalls with pleasure the memory of 
the wonderful ovation he received as he led “Windsor 
Lad” into tlic paddock at the famous course In India 
the Rajpipla stable has saddled many a winner at Poona 
and Calcutta The Rajpipla Plate is considered the 
Blue Riband of the Indian Turf 

The Maharaja even as a young boy showed great 
skill as a sportsman ha\ ing himself ridden a horse to 
victory and earned reputation as a marksman when not 
much over 1 0 years of age His Highness secured 
success in England on the lurf, at an early stage, his 
horse Embargo having won the Irish Two Thousand 
Guineas and the Irish Derby in J02C and the City 
and Suburban and the Grand Prix of Belgium in 
1927 The same horse has had a certain amount of 
success at Stud Since 1 927 His Highness liad not done 
much on the English Turf till 1034, when he won the 
Derby -with Windsor Lad and earned the heartiest and 
personal congratulations of His Imperial Majesty the 
King Emperor on Iiis splendid victory The same 
horse liacf already to his credit in the year the Chestei 
Vase and the New market States, and when he won 
the great classic, India naturally received the news 
^vith joy and rejoicing 

RAILWAYS AND ROADS 

Railways and roads have claimed the first attention 
of the Ruler Early in liis reign he rccogni 2 ed that 
the history of civilization was the history of roads, and 
resolved to develop the country by construction of roads 
for the expeditious transit of produce from one place 
to another and to the railway station 

Rajpipla to^vn, the capital, is connected witli 
Ankleshwar (in the Broach District ) on the B B &, 
n I B^ihvay, by the Rajpipla State Railway, 40 miles 
in length Highness has constructed another rail 

^vayhomjhagadia Station on the R S Railway, about 
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20 miles in length opening up the forest area and the 
uncultivated tracts of land. A branch of this line runs 
up to the stone quarries of Kadia Dungar. It is pro- 
posed to extend this line and ultimately to carry it 
through to the extreme south-easterly boundary of the 
State adjoining the British District of Khandesh. 
A siding of this line some four miles in length has been 
constructed at a place called Samla Bitha on the river 
Nurbadah with a small pier to facilitate the transport 
of stone timber, bamboo and other forest produce to 
ports on the coast. The State is traversed by a network 
of metalled and unmetalled lair weather but motorable 
roads. New roads are being constructed continuously 
by up-to-date machinery like the caterpillar tractor 
and grader. 

AGRICULTURE 

Rajpipla is essentially an agricultural country. 
The soil is very rich and fertile and produces Cotton 
Juwari, Bajri, Til and other Grains and Tobacco. 
Cotton which is the principal crop is grown most ex- 
tensively. Until about the year 1 920, a low and inferior 
variety called the Ghoghari, was grown with the result 
that the cultivators had but a very poor return for their 
labour and outlay. In the year 1919-20 the present 
Maharaja whose administration bears a deep stamp of 
enlightenment and progress on modern lines introduced, 
for the improvement of the lot of his cultivators whom 
he considers the backbone of his State, legislation pro- 
hibiting the sowing of Ghoghari and other inferior 
varieties of cotton and making it obligatory to sow the 
long stapled “1027 A.L.F.” variety of cotton. With a 
vitw to maintaining its purity the State through expert 
agency, selects the best seed and distributes it to the 
cultivators for so>ving. The results have proved pro- 
fitable. Whereas in formeryearsRajpipla cotton fetched 
prices from 30 to 40 Rupees per Khandi below the level 
of the Broach Cotton, it now fetches 50 to 80 Rupees 
over it and is classed with the Navsari Cotton which 
h the best amongst the Indian grown Cotton. Another 
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great advantage to the cultivator is that Avhile in the 
past he had to go 40 to 50 miles and even more away 
from his home into British and Baroda territory to 
sell lus cotton, lie has as a result of this enlightened 
policy of the State and the success it has achieved, found 
a ready market at his own door. This cotton is in 
great demand in the Ahmcdabad and Bombay Mills 
for the manufacture of superior quality of cloth and has 
always been readily sold even in the worst day’s of trade 
depression. 

The popularity and success of this measure will 
be judged from the fact that the area under cotton 
cultivation, which \s’as somewhere bctivccn GO and 70 
thousand acres before the year 1010, has increased by 
leaps and bounds, and is for the last siv or seven years 
in the vicinity of 1,40,000 acres and has remained 
at that figure even in tficsc limes ofgcncral depression, 
which has affected cotton more tlmn any other com- 
modity'. Tin's activity in cotton has had a most ivliole- 
somc effect on trade and industry generally. Tor while 
before the introduction of the long stapled v’arieiy of 
cotton there were only' two ginning factories and no 
cotton press, there now exist ten ginning factories and 
UNO cotton presses, all working at a considerable profit 
to their owners. Encouraged by liicsc good results, 
the starling ofa spinning and wca^^^g mill in the Slate, 
is being contemplated and there arc offers from several 
companies to launcli such a project. 

Tlicrc arc CNccllciit prospects for sugar ciilti\ation 
on a large scale in a forest area which is sliorlly to be 
cleared. Tlie riNcr Karjan whicJi passes close to lliis 
land affords good scope for irrigation and a scheme fi>r 
sugar ciiltiN'ation and cstaWhhmcni ofa Sugar raciorj' 
is under consideration. 

FORESTS AND MINERALS 

Tlic State alx>und5 in aery rich forests. The 
timber is ofa superior and Mrong ({u.ilils and liiKh a 
quick and rc.uly inarKn in the whole of Giij.irat. 



The country is full of mineral resources Tlic 
Cornelian or Agate mines in tlicStatc have been known 
from the time of Plolcm). Carly in the si\tccntli cen- 
lur), an Abyssinian merchant, named Bavaglior, 
established a Cornelian factory at Limbodra in the State 
A shnne was raised in Ins memor)' on the hill close to 
the mine and is famous as the Bavaghor Dungar 
of tlic Ratanpur Forest w here a lair of gi cat importance 
IS held every year 

Rajpipla IS very well known m ancient liistory 
Ptolemy’s “Mountain of Agates” is no other tlian 
Rantanpur of this State and he refers to Sulpan (Sarban, 
Sarpan) on the Nurbadah and many other places of 
pilgrimage in Rajpipla The famous cup of Ptolemy 
IS know n to have come from, the Agate Mmes of Litnbo- 
dra (near Ratanpur) m this State 

MARBLE 

Marble of good quality is to be found in the 
Gardeshwar Taluka of this State It is of black»colour 
and takes very good polish Marble m white and 
greyish and greenish tints is also occasionally found. 
There is excellent building stone m the Kadia Dungar 
and Bardaria HiHs in the Jliagadia Taluka of the State 
The stone is of a very light grey colour and is of hard 
quality It takes good polish and is suitable for carving. 
The quarries were not worked for a very long time due 
to lack of transport facilities, but the difficulty is now 
overcome by the construction ofa light railway, running 
close to the quarry 

OCHRE AND CLAYS 

Red and Yellow Ochre and Fire and Pottery Clavs 
are found in abundance in the Jhagadia Taluka Ce- 
ment, Calcium, and Gypsum arc found in large ona,^ 
Uties in the State and investigations have been iv'li 
hand with a view to startmg new industries « 
scientific basis Iron Ore m very large quanuti^ is 
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THE MORARJE^ GOCULDAS MILL 

ESTABLISHED 1871 A- D 

Always in the Forefront as Manufacturers of Cotton 
Textiles of Quality and Duratnlity 

THE MORARJfE GOCULDAS SPG S WVG CO. LTD 

Sopanbaug Road. Farel. Bombay Xo f2 

Tcfephono No«6cmi (Three Ijnei) Telegram • “MOCOCXJ", Bombay 

Agents •— GANESHNARAYAN PiRAMAl. 

Selitftg Agents KEDARNATH BAI/r^ATH 

GoMod Cully. Mulji Jeiha &tarket, Bombay No 9 
Teief^iOQe No 93319 


DLGVIJAy i 

INSUEANCB COMPANY LTD. I' 

PATROW • \ 

H. H. MAHARAJA JAM3AHEB OF NA\y/\NAGAR 

MAlJf FrATUttF 

♦ Attractive Poll^' Schemes I 

4 Economic Policy Schemes j 

+ Unconditional & hereditary renewals to Agents j 

Db&n-ntir, f /Jw parheulcirs applj f 

Sir Phifotshah Mehta Rflsi, I H Ff ASt£AR» I 

Bomhay t. | Blanagioi: Tireclar i 


WANTED 


d salary basis 


found in many places but the difnculty of securing good 
and sufijcjcnt smelting matcml has been a great draw- 
back to the establishment of this mduslry on a proper 
fooling 

INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS 

There arc great possibilities for the establishment 
of Hy dro-Elcctnc Schemes, but finance is a big problem 
Sur\cys Imc been made foi Hydro-Electric Sclicmcs 
for agricultural and Electric power purposes on tiic 
river NerbucUhh at four difiercnt sites wlicrc the terri- 
tories on both the banks belong to the State and also 
on the river Karjan 


CATTLE BREEDING 

The State has recently turned its attention to cattle 
breeding Experiments arc being conducted for in- 
troducing Khilan brcctl of cattle from West-Khandesh 
which may stand tlic work and the climate m the hilly 
tract If these meet with success a great problem 
both for the cultivators and workers in the forests will 
have been solved 

Among the important State Buildings arc the 
beautiful vijia Palace, where the Maharaja resides, 
His Highness’s charming villa at Hanmantishrar, the 
High School, the Hospital and a stately Guest House. 

His Highness the Maharaja has already completed 
the Silver Jubilee of his reign The celebration of the 
auspicious event had been put off, much against the 
wishes of his subjects, by His Highness owing to war 
conditions 


WAR CONTRIBUTIONS 

On the outbreak of the War His Highness placed 
ms personal services and resources of the State at the 
disposal of His Majesty 

Contributions _Rs I 2 ac annually to Hts Ex- 
cellcncy the Vtcero/s Wat Purposes Pund Persona! 
investment m War Bonds Rs l Lae £500 to Lord 



SACHIN 

T he Nawabs of Sachin arc hy clc-iccnt Habshis 
or Ab>ssiman Arab! and represent tlic scnioi of 
the two Habshi States m India namely Sachin and 
janiira It is doubtful as to when they first came to 
Indn, but tlic\ were long kno^^.n on the Western 
Coast as the Subs of Danda— Rajpuri and Janjira 
They ^^crc nlso the Anidirals of the fleets of the Ivings 
of Ahmednagar and Bijapur while those dynasties 
lasted, and subsequently of the Afogul Emperors, 1^^*^ 
appointed tothat oflice by Auran^zeb about IGOO A D 
Throughout, they maintained their independence, even 
against the Marathas, who came into prominancc on 
the decline of the Mogul Empire Towards the end 
of the 18th century, Nawab Sidi Abdul Karim 
Mohommed Yakut Khan I, commonly known as 
“Baloo Miyan” left Janjira over a family dispute for 
the throne ofjanjira and joined forces with the Peshwas 
In 1701 AD an agreement was concluded between 
Sidi Abdul Karim Mohommed Yakut Khan I, the 
Pcshwas and the Honourable the East India Company 
represented by Mr (afterwards Sir) Charles Malet 
Sidi Abdul Kanm Mohommed Yakut Khan I, thus 
by his oiN-n free will and consent, resigned bis claim to 
Janjira, Danda, Rajpun, Consaw and Medgur with 
their dependencies in the Country of Cokun, and created 
the State of Sachin He was recognised as one of the 
important Rulers of Gujarat, and the Emperor Shah 
Alam II, conferred on him the royal insignia of the 
Mahi Maratib with Haft Hazari 

(2) A brief History of the State subsequent to the British 
connection 

The founder of the house of Sachm always main- 
tained friendly relations with the Honourable the East 
India Company whom he helped in many ways m 
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protecting their trade and ucnhcning Angaria whose 
success, if not weakened, would have adversely affected 
the growing influence of the British Power m the 
Boinba> Prcsidcnc) His Late Highness the Nnwab 
Sidi Ibrahim Mohommed Yakut khan IH, rendered 
actuc personal service during the Great War 1914 — 
1018 m East Africa and his mine Ins been mentioned 
in despatches He was an Honorary Major in the 
Indian Army and received a pcrsoml salute of 11 guns 

A GtMolojtcal HfUoiy of the Ruling rnmily 

1 Nawab Sidi Anoui Karim Mohommed Yakut 
Khan I, 1701 — 1802 

2 Naw\h Sidi raRAHiM Mohommed VAKtrr 

Khan I, 1802— ISG't 

3 Nawad Sidi Abdul Karim Mohommed Yakut 
Khan II, 1853—1808 

4 Nawab Stoi rBRAiiiM Mohommed Yakut 
Khan II, 1808—1873 

5 Nawab Sidi Abdul Kader AforrovniED Yakut 
Khan, 1873—1890 

0 Nawab Stm Ibrahim Mohommed Yakut 
Khan III, 1907—1930 

7 Nawab Sidi Mohommed Haidet MoriovniED 
Yakut Khan the present Ruler 

(4) Personal matiers concrTnmg the present Ruler and kis 
immediate descendants 

Nawab Sidi Mohommed Haider Mohommed 
Yakut Khan was born on 11th September 1909 and 
succeeded to the Masnad on the 20th November 1930 

He marned — 

1 Nawab Arjumand Banoo Sarkar e Ahyi 
Nusrat Zamani Begum on 7th July 1930 
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2. Nawab Alimama Sultan Nur Mabel Yakut 
Zamani Begum on 27th July 1937, and 

3. Nawab Manzar Sultan -Mumtaz ^fahel Mas- 
sarrat Zamani Begum on 10th May 1938. 

The Ruler is internally fully sovereign and is a 
member of the Chamber of Princes in his own right. 
He holds a sanad of adoption, enjoys a dynastic salute 
of nine guns and pays no tribute or any other levy, 
cither to the British Government or any other State. 
He is entitled to be received by the Viceroy and to be 
received and visited by His l^ccllency the Governor 
of Bombay. 

(5) Jt^ar Services 

Besides the services referred to in para II above, 
the present Ruler had placed at the disposal' of His 
Imperial Majesty, his personal services as well as all 
the resources of the State, and donated an aeroplane, 
two motor cars, besides contributions in cash towards 
the War Fund. 

(C) Agricultural and Industrial development in the State 

The arcable land is rich in fertility and besides 
the usual cereals and vegetation, main crops are Jowar, 
Cotton and Sugar-cane. Irrigation is carried on from 
tanks and wells. The agriculturists enjoy under the 
Rayatwari tenure, full occupancy rights. 

There is a Cotton Pressing Factory and two Gin- 
neries, besides grinding mills and a brick factory, Pati 
weaving (Nivar) of Dumas is famous in Gujarat, and 
Khadi and Karchob give good occupation to non- 
agricultural classes. Labour is also drafted from the 
State for manufacturing gold brocade, known as Surat 
Kinkhad. 

(7) Recent Constitutional reforms 

• u of the population being agriculturists, 

It has not been Found necessary to introduce elaborate 
constitutional machinery for reforms. There is personal 
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contact bci\Nccn the Ruler and the ruled, and nirangc- 
incnt c.\hts, whereby tiic people can approach their 
Ruler personally at any time. For the reclrcss of com- 
plaints if they liavc any, against even the highest oflicer 
of the State, 

A. : With a view to the greater association of the 

people in the administration of tlic State, the Ruler 
lias constituted a Central Panchayat consisting of 
representatives out of the Village Panchajat %Nhich 
exist in the State since The functions allotted 

to the Central Panchayat may be summarized as fol- 
lows : — ■" 

(a) To record opinions on such matters as 

may be referred to it. 

(b) To make recommendations with a view to 
. remove legitimate grievances of the 

people if any. 

•(c) To suggest w*a>'s and means for further 
progress and happiness of the people 
witli due regard to local conditions. 

B. i' Separation of the Judiciar>’ from tJic execu- 
tive. 

C. ! Inauguration of a Manri Mandal analogous 
to a State Council to consider and to tender advice on 
important matters of policy' or administration referred 
to It. 





VADIA 

T he ruling family of Vadia belongs to a Virani 
branch of Wala Division of the Kathi Clan. Tlic 
family first appears to have settled in Chital whence 
they moved to Jatpur and Bilkha. The British con- 



H. H THE DURBAR SAHEB OF VADIA 


neetjon with the ruling families of Jetpur began in 
of Wala Shrec Mulu Naja, the third m descent 
Yiranala from whom tlic patronymic Virani has bee*^ 
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dcruccl, \\ho entered mto engnijements with Colonel 
Walker on bclnlf of nil the shareholders ofjetpur 

2 A brief lustor) of the Stntc subsequent to the 
British connection 

After the settlement, the shareholders of Jetpur 
li n\ c mnintamcd good rcintionsAMth the British Go\crn 
ment and ha^c ah%a>s 
remained Loyal to tlie 
CrowTi Darbar Shree 
Ba^a^sala Snheb the 
father of the present 
Dirbar Shree Sung- 
^^al^ Saheb separated 
his share from the 
Jetpur Afajmu in the 
a ear 1924 

3 A g(/t<o/pgt<raf hs 
toiy of ihe ruling famil} 
itilk brief nofrs on outstan 
ding Rulers 
Darbar Shree ^^ra 
\v-ala was the first of 
the line Virani of 

THE UVARAi SAHEB OF VAIOA KathiCS Hc 

^^as the eldest brother and hence Viranies (hts sue 
censors) belong to the senior branch of the Wala Kathies 
D S Mulu Naja the third m decent from Virauala 
entered mto engagements avath Colonel Walker on 
behalf of all the Shareholders of Jetpur 

4 Personal matters concerning ihe present Ruler and hts 
immediate descendants 

The present Chief Darbar Shree Suragi^ala Saheb 
w-as bom on the 15th March 1904 He ascended me 
Gadi on the 8th May 1 930 after the demise of , J,q? 

». , IS married to Bai 

^ . k. . •• • .•••‘■am 1922 The 
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Darbir Siheb has two sons and three daughters The 
Heir apparent K S Krashnakumar was born on 


23rd Aprd 1931 He is 


at present stiidving in 
Stcl VI of the Chow- 
dliars High School 
Rajkot m Western 
India States Agency 
Tile second son Kumar 
Shrcc Virawala was 
born on 27th of January 
1934 and is also study- 
ing in the same High 
School 

Darbar Saheb takes 
keen interest m the 
administration of the 
State He is accessible 
to all at any time* 
attends oflice regularly 

^ , j and tries io redress the 

** grievances of his people 
THE DEWAN SAHEB OF VADIA ^^5 possible 



5 WarSemces 

Darbar Saheb has put all the resources of the State 
at the disposal of His Majesty to be utilized for war 
purposes He has generously contributed Rs 12,000 
towards His Excellency the Viceroy’s War purposes 
fund He has donated Rs .>01 towards the War Plane 
Fund, Western India States Agency War Purposes 
Committee was appointed under the Chairmanship of 
the State Karbhari Mr K J Dew an 

0 Aincultural and Indiistnal deielopmenls in the State 

Electric Power House has been installed m Vadia 
(capital) \vhereb> small industrial concerns take fuj] 
advantage of it Even the agriculturists m Vadia Prooer 
have installed motor pumps over their wells for irriga 
tion purposes “ 
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7 Recent ConsUtutionai Rejorms 

Tliere is a Public Municipality consisting of 1 
elected members out of 15 hiving the President and th 
\ ice President elected There arc 2 seats reserved 
one for agrioiltunsis and one reserved ^br a Harizar 
Tlierc IS strict prohibition of liquor within the Stit 
limits Child \farnage Restriction Act, Gamblinj 
Act, Agriculturists Relief Act and Usurious Loans Ac 
are also in force in the State and the people have derive.. 
much benefit out of them 

Junsdtction (Djnasitc) 

Criminal — Sentences restricted to 3 years* rigorous 
imprisonment and a fine uplo Rs, 5,000 

Cl i! 

Limited to Suits of the vnVuc of Rs 10,000 
JunsdicUonat {Personal) 

Civil — Liinited to Suits of the value ofRs 20,000 

Criminal — Sentences restricted to 7 Years’ ngorou-v 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs 10,000 


— — o 




